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Church Calendar for March 

Spring Harvest 2021 

Sadly, the Spring Harvest dates in Minehead and 

Skegness are unable to go ahead this year.  An online 

event, Spring Harvest Home 2021 will be going 

ahead however, and tickets are available now!!  The theme this year is 

‘Unrivalled: Why we worship’.  Further details available from Joan Hazzard. 

“Mainly Music”  

our planned baby, toddler and pre-

school activity update 

 

Many thanks to all who joined our Zoom 
Mainly Music information meeting on 8th February.  It was heartening to 

have you join us and Sian, our Mission Enabler was able to outline and show 

examples of Mainly Music in action.  Several people have given me very 

positive feedback and offers of help for Mainly Music. 
 

It seems likely that this won’t begin until September, but there is much to 

do to prepare for running and managing it.  Nearer the time, we will be 

building a team of helpers to support this exciting venture.  Please pray for 

the preparatory work, so that we will have a firm foundation when we begin 

this important fun ministry. 
Sheila Farthing 

 Mon 1st   St David Bishop of Menevia and Patron of Wales, c601 

 Tue 2nd  St Chad  Bishop of Lichfield and Missionary, 672 

 Sun 7th   3RD Sunday of Lent 

 Mon 8th   Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy, Priest and Poet, 1929 

 Sun 14th   4TH Sunday of Lent,  Mothering Sunday 

 Wed 17th  St Patrick, Bishop, Missionary, patron of Ireland, c460 

 Fri 19th   St Joseph of Nazareth  

 Sat 20th   Cuthbert, Bishop, Missionary, 687 

 Sun 21st   5TH Sunday of Lent 

 Wed 24th  Oscar Romero, Archbishop, Martyr, 1980 

Thurs 25th Annunciation of Our Lord to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 Sun 28th  Palm Sunday 
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From the Rectory 

A letter from Revd. Peter Hart 

 

 

It is a truism to say that we live in 
uncertain times.  As I write, I am 

conscious that the government plans 

to set out proposals for an easing of lockdown soon, 

so everything that I say could be reversed or put on 
hold.  Have we got any better at coping with that 

uncertainty?  We have been living with it for over a 

year now – have we made an accommodation with it? 

 

Uncertainty causes our horizons to shrink, and our expectations to be cut 
back.  We know during lockdown that we cannot go out and meet our 

family and friends, but we would love to know when we can safely do that 

again.  The vaccination is one way out of this, but it is not a complete 

answer, so those of us who have been vaccinated are still uncertain about 
what the future holds.  Will we have to live socially distanced lives forever?  

Will gestures of welcome and mutual recognition have to change? 

 

What about God and uncertainty?  Surely there can be no uncertainty in the 

divine?  Assuredly, but also God in his love and mercy has space for human 
frailty and desire – there are many examples of God changing his mind in the 

Old Testament, and the prophets consistently put across a message of, “If 

you do this, then God’s intended actions will change”.  What might appear 

to be God’s uncertainty is actually what we would call grace – God’s loving 
desire to do us good and to give us far more than we either ask or deserve. 

 

So, we may, or we may not, be back in church for Palm Sunday, or Maundy 

Thursday, or Good Friday, or Easter Sunday.  I earnestly hope we will be, 

and that after weeks of staring at a screen-sized picture of each other we 
will be able once more to greet one another face to face.  To be back 

together again would be a real resurrection. 

 

Fr Peter 
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A Meditation for Holy Week 

 

Still we ask for miracles 

But with eyes on what we hope for,  

We miss the wealth of what we have. 
And the priceless pearl slips through fumbling fingers 

And is devoured like drops of water in the sand 

The miracle of life? 

Of love? 
The miracle that pain can be redemptive 

Who can bear it? 

We ask for tangibility 

We find hiddenness 

We ask for healing but without the heavy cost of 
transformation. 

It is not easy being healed 

Nine lepers couldn’t grasp their freedom 

Only one could bear the weight of gratitude 

And are we grateful  
For Christ on the cross? 

Or secretly resentful 

Resentful that it costs the price of knowing life is 

not our own, but 
more. 

More wondrous and more fragile than we can easily accept 

And so we ask for miracles 

To make life how we think it ought to be 

Christ is forever in our wilderness 
tempted by our satans to 

overstep the bounds of perfect love 

And do for us what we could do for him 

If we would but soil our hands 
And risk the breaking of our hearts 
 

So still we ask for miracles 

And ask our gods to play our tunes 

Not knowing that God’s silence is the purest sound. 
 

The only sound we long for 
 

 

Author unknown 
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Missionary News 

by Elizabeth Yarker 

   

Thank You - All your generous support last 

year has enabled us to send donations to eight 

of our favourite Good Causes, leaving us with 86p spare. 

Thanks to an anonymous gift we have sent £500 to USPG for 

our Partners-in-Mission, the Diocese of Colombo’s Plantation 
Community Development Programme who support the health 

and education of infants and children on the tea plantations where there is 

nothing much else to do but pick tea-leaves all day. We sent Church Army 

£300 - they now have thirty Centres of Mission with new ones in Scotland, 
Wales and the Black Country. We increased our regular donation to 

Embrace the Middle East by £20, sending £90 now and £90 in July. We sent 

£200 to Christian Aid, £75 each to Mission Aviation Fellowship and Bible 

Society, with £65 to the Eye Clinic in Aden via the Diocese of Cyprus and 

the Gulf. It’s the only one in the Yemen. That left £140 which after some 
discussion we sent to Maggs Day Centre. Thank you all for your help. 

 

   Lent Appeal 

Christian Aid needs our help! We missed our House-to-
House Collection last year because of the Coronavirus lockdown. So 

we couldn’t send them our usual two thousand plus pounds. So in Kenya, 

Rose is still walking for six hours a day to fetch water for her grandchildren, 

as she has not yet got the new large dam to save enough water locally.  

Throughout the pandemic, Christian Aid have provided food parcels, 

hygiene kits and small grants to enable desperate people to survive. 

Christian Aid says, “Responding to emergencies is how Christian Aid 

started over 75 years ago. We were founded by British and Irish Churches 

to help refugees searching for food, shelter and kindness in the aftermath of 
the Second World War. Being there for people in a crisis is still a key part 

of our work today and we couldn’t do it without you and our local 

partners. Your generosity allows us to respond quickly, and our local 

partners understand the needs of the communities we seek to help. This 

ensures that your donations go far.” 

More people than ever need their help. Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazaar 

are desperate for soap and water and health-care advice to protect 

themselves from the virus. In Nepal work has dried up along with the 

tourist trade and changing climate. New mothers and their infants need 
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nutritious food there, so do the elderly. They want advice on escaping the 

virus too. They are hugely grateful for the help they have received. In 

Afghanistan floods displaced hundreds of people who fled to Kabul to find 

work. Work has dried up there too, so more people depend on food 
parcels and hygiene kits. In Nigeria, Hauwa caring for her seven children 

after her husband’s death, was exhausted and ill. She bought and sold 

cassava round the local markets, taking the children with her. Food parcels, 

and several small cash grants enabled her to feed the children, recover her 
health, and buy seed to grow a healthy and profitable crop of maize on her 

small farm. She now feels hopeful. Christian Aid is also supporting education 

centres in Syria which help young people displaced by the conflict to 

continue their studies. They help them to make friends, and to gain the 

confidence to achieve their ambitions. In Lebanon, another partner is helping 
repair the damage from August’s devastating explosion in Beirut by 

deploying volunteer labour there.  

As well as emergency help Christian Aid fights injustice. Climate Change hits 

the poorest hardest, and they do least to cause it. Injustice. Florence is 
happy. ”You can see it in my face.” She has got her large dam and is growing 

onions as well as keeping bees. But Rose is still walking. The next Climate 

Change Conference is in Cornwall in the Autumn. Christian Aid is lobbying. 

To take part, go to caid.org.uk/climate or caid.org.uk/campaigns. 

Please help the world’s poorest people.  Pick up a Christian Aid envelope 
from the back of Church, or call me on 01905 352997 for one. Return it, or 

any clearly marked envelope to the church Office. The letterbox is secure. 

Or you can give online via the church website 

(www.stmartinsworcester.org.uk) but please tell Garth Williams, our 

Treasurer that it is for the Lent Appeal, (at garth.powick@btinternet.com 
or on 01905 830638)    
 

Lent Hunger Lunches - Delivered to your Door - Our Lent Hunger 

Lunches bring you home-made Soup-of the-Day (frozen for easy transport) 

cheese and biscuits with butter (all shop-wrapped) and fruit all for a 

minimum donation of £2 for Christian Aid. Order from Ruth Kirwan on 
01905 354548, or Elizabeth Yarker on 01905 352997 for delivery on 

Wednesdays or Thursdays  
 

Plant Sale - Oh dear! It’s raining again, and I vowed to plant the seeds early 

this year. It’s probably too cold as well. But just to remind you. We shall be 

there again in May. 
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Margaret Ann Benson, RIP 

7 May 1934 – 7 January 2021 

 

Margaret was one of the first people I got to know when I moved to 
Worcester and I have appreciated her quiet friendship ever since.  

 

Margaret was born and grew up in Oxford, an only child, and she retained 

an affection for her home city. She came here in 1964 to teach at the Girls 

Grammar School. Margaret was well qualified to head the R.E. department, 
with a degree in Divinity from King’s College London and teaching posts in 

Yorkshire and Manchester. Her quiet efficiency and organisational ability 

made her a good choice as Third Mistress or deputy head, and then one of 

the Senior Tutors at the Sixth Form College. As Senior Tutor she visited 
schools to recruit new students, and she was adept at sorting out their 

timetables; a quick look at their choices and their exam results, and a few 

words to confirm them, she had them placed, re-takes as well. And she 

usually got them right. A good listener, she gave wise advice, and was well 

respected. She retired early in 1990 when her father died and her mother 
moved to Worcester. 

Margaret made lifelong friends at school and University, and more good 

friends among her colleagues in Worcester, but St Martin’s was at the 

centre of her life. She was on the PCC, Deanery Synod rep, a long-standing 
member of the Missionary Committee which she chaired for a while, and 

she enjoyed her time as Churchwarden in the early 1990s. She played her 

part in leading worship, reading lessons and taking intercessions, always 

thoughtfully, carefully. As Eucharistic assistant and lay deacon, she amused 

her Methodist friend by reporting that she cleaned her shoes extra 
thoroughly for the occasion!  

She had a wide range of interests, and was knowledgeable on most of them, 

but she could not bear politics. She enjoyed visiting her long-standing friends 

in the North, and her holidays in Aberdovey and Lyme Regis, and far more 

adventurous trips to China, the Nile Valley and the United States.  
Her greatest joy was music. She was a good pianist until her hands gave up, 

and a great concert-goer too, frequently meeting friends in Birmingham for 

lunch and a CBSO concert at Symphony Hall.  

Margaret was methodical and organised. Sunday was church, followed once 
a month by lunch in St Johns with Harriet, her friend from Grammar School 

days, always at the Maple Leaf, or with Anne and Mike Bunclark at a 

favourite pub. Monday was the Cathedral Shop, though she never quite 

mastered the till. On Tuesday it was the 7pm Eucharist with Libby, another 
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long-standing friend and colleague. Thursday was Popins where she slipped 

in quietly, and out unobtrusively. Then tea with Anne on a day arranged 

weekly. The Times crossword daily, and on Saturday, after Prayers for 

Peace and Justice, which she organised for years, always rather 
apologetically, the Express crossword ( a habit she got from her father) with 

Beryl, another longstanding friend. 

Lockdown was cruel to Margaret. It destroyed her routine, and cut her off 

from her friends. She was never one to chat on the phone. It was hard. She 
struggled. We could see that. But she didn’t give in. It was only in the last 

month that she accepted help. She would have hated being ‘cared for’. 

Private, independent, a very good and loyal friend. We miss Margaret’s quiet 

presence. We miss her thoughtfulness, her unassuming gentleness and her 

kindness. Now she is with God. May she rest in peace.     
 

Elizabeth Yarker 

Jacqueline Wood, RIP 

1 August 1934 - 28 January 2021 

 
Although Jackie was unable to attend church in recent years, she had been very involved in 

fundraising events for St Martin’s, St Richard’s Hospice and other causes.  Her 

saleswoman techniques were second-to none as anyone encountering her at these events 

will testify, as they came away with some item even they did not know they needed! 

We here include an edited version of her eldest son’s eulogy: 

 
Jacqueline Wood was born in Leith, Edinburgh on 1st August 1934, the first 

of three children.  She was brought up above the family butcher shop in 

Mealcheapen Street in Worcester and some of her earliest memories were 

of roller-skating through the deserted streets of Worcester with the 
children of other shopkeepers when it was half-day closing.  She attended St 

Nicholas School in Worcester from the age of four.  She remembered that 

she took her lunch, always a jam sandwich in a paper bag, which had to be 

put into a basket with everyone else’s at the start of the day.  The only 

problem was finding her own at lunchtime. 
From 1940 to 1945 whilst her father was in the RAF, she lived in 

Cheltenham, moving back to Mealcheapen Street after the war, where she 

helped in the shop. 

She was adventurous.  As a teenager she liked motocross.  On winning one 

mud-spattered competition, the judge proclaimed ‘Well done, sonny.’  She 
whipped off her goggles and helmet to reveal her red hair and proudly 
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proclaimed ‘Actually, I’m a girl.’  At the age of eighteen, she went off to 

Germany by herself.  Quite something in 1952. 

On leaving school Jackie was employed at Worcester Porcelain, then at the 

original Bennett’s Dairy.  She worked for the Catholic priests at Hadzor as 

secretary, and finally joined the Police force where she met and, in 1958, 

married Grenville Wood, a fellow police officer.  They lived in Kidderminster 

before moving to their guesthouse, Castlegate in Cheltenham, the first of at 

least twenty homes they owned.  They soon started a family, having four boys; 

the ‘big boys’ as she called Darrell and Robert, and after a gap of some years, 

the ‘little boys’ Duncan and Alec.  Jackie enjoyed being a housewife and 

mother.  She excelled at cooking, baking and preserving.  Autumn was a 

special time in our house with blackberry-picking, bottling, picking and storing 

apples, jam and preserve making.  There were, however, some skills that mum 

did not have, which she thought were hilarious and that became family jokes: 

mending – we watched the mending pile grow taller until eventually she could 

throw the items away as we had outgrown them.  Singing which she loved, 

telling us how awful she was as she sang more loudly, and driving – which she 

stopped after dad had to remove their car from a neighbour’s wall. 

Mum always loved the Malvern Hills – ‘My Malverns’ as she used to call them, 

and until recently, they went on a weekly basis.  Mum really liked going to 

places.  Lifelong members of the National Trust, they went all over the 

country, and enjoyed many trips with the Worcestershire Archaeological 

Society. 

Mum was very caring and generous to those in need and had a soft spot for 

‘gentlemen of the road’.  Our house at Astwood Road was a stop for these 

characters.  Mum would always provide conversation, sandwiches, slices of pie 

and cake.  She would fill up flasks and bottles with tea and slip them a few 

shillings.  Later she helped raise funds for St Richard’s Hospice, also working 

in their shop and sitting with the terminally ill.  For this last role she received 

a letter of thanks from the Pope.  What the Pope almost certainly wasn’t 

aware of was that the gentleman who made the request on her behalf did so 

because Mum had performed the can-can for him, telling us ‘it didn’t do any 

harm and it made us both laugh, but I was out of breath by the end.’  This love 

of laughter with a nod at naughtiness was a mantra that ran through Mum’s 

life.  Anyone who heard her singing at Auntie Martha’s funeral will never 

forget it.  It is highly unlikely that any of us will ever go to another funeral 

where ‘Roll Me Over in the Clover’ is sung.  Especially loudly and slightly out 

of key. 

There is no doubt that to Mum, her family was the most important thing and 

she delighted in her grandchildren; Kate Louise, Alan, Jack, George, Hettie, 

Tom and Luna.  Mum was married to Dad for sixty-two years.  She constantly 

told Dad and others how lucky she was – she also told Dad how lucky he 

was! 

Darrell Wood 
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Public Notice 
 

In the Consistory Court of the Diocese of Worcester 

In the parish of Worcester, Saint Martin with Saint Peter 

Church of Worcester: St Martin w/ St Peter 

NOTICE IS GIVEN that we are applying to the Consistory Court of the diocese for 

permission to carry out the following: 
 

1. Installation of an accessible WC facility within the existing plant room in the 

south east corner of the lower ground floor.  

2. Connection to mains drainage on Victoria Avenue. 

3. Removal and disposal of a pair of internal doors to enable better access. 

4. Modifications to the remainder of the plant room to relocate pipework etc. 
 

Copies of the relevant plans and documents may be examined at 

The Church & Parish Office 

(St Martin w/ St Peter Church, London Road, WORCESTER, WR5 2ED) 

Dated 10th February 2021 
 

If you wish to object to any of the works or proposals you should send a letter or email stating the 

grounds of your objection to The Diocesan Registrar at 

8 Sansome Walk, Worcester, WR1 1LW 

worcesterregistry@smesolicitors.co.uk 

so that your letter reaches the registrar not later than 12/03/2021. A letter of objection must include 

your name and address and state whether you live in the parish and/or your name is entered on the 

church electoral roll of the parish or any other basis on which you have an interest in the matter.  

St Martin’s from Above 

Did you spot that the picture in the February 

magazine was a close-up of the roof of the bell-

tower at St Martin’s? 

A leak in the roof meant that Dave Hall arranged for 

a drone to be sent up to help inspect the roof. It has 

given us the opportunity to seek a bird’s eye view of 

the church. 
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WOW - we are Widening Our Welcome! 
 

If you’ve been visiting or walking past the Church in the last month or so, 
you may have noticed a fair bit of activity around the Lower Vestry area. In 

his Letter from the Rectory last month, Fr Peter outlined a large-scale 

project to improve the facilities at St Martin’s. This is in response to his 

vision to increase our outreach to everyone in our local community.  

We are Widening Our Welcome by: 

• responding to the needs of those disadvantaged in the Parish –  

the lonely, disabled, hungry, poverty stricken, children and families – 

including those affected by the Covid-19 pandemic; 

• making the Church building warm and inviting, and improving disabled 
facilities on both levels. 

WOW! Although we have a lot of fundraising to do, to meet the costs of the 

whole project, it was decided to start on some of the work as soon as possible, 

particularly during lockdown while use of the building is limited, so that we 

can be ready for action as soon as the restrictions of the pandemic allow. 

So, the refurbishment of the Vestry is now complete, with a lovely new 

kitchen area, a change of decor, and new flooring. The next part of the works 

at this lower level is due to start in March. Part of the boiler room is being 

made into an accessible toilet space, large enough for wheelchair users and 
baby changing, and the pathways outside the north-east and south-east doors 

are being levelled and the entrances modified for easy access. 
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The next phase, which we hope will be started later this year, will be to make 

the main Church (upper level) more welcoming and comfortable. The most 

urgent part of this phase is to enlarge and improve the toilet facilities, 

including a larger toilet for disabled use (the current cubicle doesn’t meet 

modern standards). 

As you can imagine, funding this vision is quite a challenge, particularly after 

the last year when St Martin’s lost so much of its regular income, which is 

used for paying our Parish Share and essential expenditure.  

A fundraising target of £100,000 has been set for this project, and Terry 
Dillingham, David Scott and I have been asked to organise the fundraising. 

Terry is already busy applying for charity grants, while David and I shall be 

coordinating church, community and online fundraising - organising events  

in the coming months, as Covid restrictions allow. If you are willing to be 

involved or have any ideas for fundraising events, please let us know.  

Meanwhile, some donations for this great project have already been received 

and the fund currently stands at £20,000, thanks to substantial donations 

from two local charities (The Rector and Churchwardens Fabric Fund, and 

St Martin’s United Charities) as well as some individuals.  

We have set up a dedicated online giving facility for donations, which will be on 

our website shortly. However, if you have St Martin’s bank details and wish 

to donate now, you can make an electronic payment, using the reference 

WOW, and every penny of your donation (plus Gift Aid if possible) will go to 

the fund. 

 
Shirley Scott 

St Martin’s Publicity Officer 
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For details  
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via the Team Office. 
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This space is available for your advert. 

 

For details please contact the  

Advertising Manager via the Team Office. 

 
WorcesterSouthEastTeam@gmail.com 
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An Update from Red Hill  

by Headteacher Spencer Morris  

The first signs of Spring. 

After months of dark nights and the cold snap at the start of February, it is 

uplifting to see lighter mornings and evenings, and the first signs of spring 

arriving. This year, I believe that this is 

more welcome than ever. 

We still await the safe return of all our 

pupils after the latest lockdown. Even 

though our children are learning 

remotely from home, we are all looking 

forward to seeing them return to 

school; catching up with friends, playing 

together on the playground and working 

together within their classroom. 

As well as setting their daily lessons on line, we have also set up weekly 

challenges for families to take part in each week. Many of these have been 

art based, perhaps using recycled materials, based on a famous masterpiece, 

or even made from pasta! 

To get the children safely into the outdoors, we also joined in with the 

RSPB Birdwatch again this year, as children as well as staff, spotted birds 

through their windows. We have been amazed to see the variety of our 

feathered friends who visit us on our campus, from wood pigeons and 

wagtails, through to a friendly, fledgling buzzard who sits in our pine trees 

and watches the keyworker children at 

playtimes! 

It will be great if he hangs around until 

the rest of the children return to Red 

Hill; we look forward to welcoming all 

of our families back as soon as possible. 

Take care, stay safe, and enjoy the start 

of Spring 

Spencer Morris 
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A Letter from  

Archdeacon Robert 

A Rainbow through the Rain 

An article in the Church Times took me back to a hymn I’d not sung for 
many a year with its wonderful opening line, ‘O Love that wilt not let me 

go'. This is the only sort of love which really counts; it’s the one we 

recognise in our own loved ones, in parents who loved us into life, in 
friends who mean the world to us - and, of course, in the God revealed in 

Jesus Christ. 

It is one year ago that we first went into lockdown. Perhaps you can recall 
what you were doing then when life was more ‘normal’. I can remember 

going for drinks with neighbours the weekend before it all happened, when 
Covid seemed something quite distant.  Now there are few of us who have 

not been affected personally one way or another. We know people with 

Covid, we know people who have died from Covid, and all of us are living 
with the consequences of Covid. 

Lent takes us back to Jesus’ forty days and nights in the desert. It seems to 

me that we are living our own wilderness experience in a way we could 
never have imagined. For Jesus this was a time of struggle: as the 23rd Psalm 

puts it, he walked through the valley of the shadow of death. Yet he was 
held in a love which would not let him go, and emerged from it to a 

ministry which was to turn the world upside down in faith, hope and love. 

Whatever else is lacking during this time of wilderness, one thing not 
absent is loving kindness.  We’ve seen it in NHS workers, teachers, 

neighbours and many others. In practical down-to-earth ways we have 
seen and experienced living examples of ‘love that wilt not let me go’. 

George Matheson, who wrote the hymn, had his own wilderness 

experience. ‘Something happened to me, which was known only to myself, 
and which caused me the most severe mental suffering. The hymn was the 

fruit of that suffering', he says, and then he wrote these beautiful lines: 

 ‘I trace the rainbow through the rain,  
and feel the promise is not vain  

that morn shall tearless be.’ 

Tracing the rainbow through the rain. Isn’t this God’s tenacious love for 

us, stronger than we can imagine, mirrored by our human experiences of 

being loved? We’ve surely had plenty of rain lately, but, you know, I’ve 
seen the odd rainbow too - hold on to such precious glimpses of glory in 

times as these. 
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St Martin’s Children’s Work 

 

 

Our First Zoom Activity Service! 
 

We were delighted to start our first online Zoom Activity Service on 31st 

January, Candlemas Sunday, by 

celebrating and having a fun 

Christingle service. 

We contacted out Messy Church, 

JAM and church families to invite 

them to join with us.  Altogether we 

contacted 28 families by email from 
the Parish Office and then went out 

to pay them a doorstep visit – very 

socially distanced of course.  Four 

weren’t at home, so we posted their 

invitations through their letter 
boxes. 

Our families were so very welcoming and happy that we were organising a 

Zoom service appropriate for them, and also 

to learn that some members of our Messy 

Church Team and our lovely congregation 
would be joining us too. 

Sian Morgan, our lovely Mission enabler who 

has been working very closely with us for 

the past year, hosted the service and helped 
us put it together. 

We contacted the Children’s Society, who 

had Covid-appropriate resources available, 

and we duly sent for them.  Our church will 

be making a generous donation to them to 
help support their valuable work and to 

show our appreciation of their help. 

Families were invited to contact us by email 

if they wanted to join our Zoom service, so 
that we could safely prepare their Christingle 

Goody Bags, and safely deliver them in good 

 ➔ 
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time.  The bags contained all 

they needed (except their 

oranges!) – red tape, candles, 

cocktail sticks, foil, squares and 
of course sweets.  We also 

included age-appropriate 

colourings.  The bags needed 

to be packed and left for three 
days before delivery, to comply 

with Covid guidance – that’s 

why we asked the families to 

supply their own oranges! 

Around twenty families joined with us on the day!  Some of our faithful, fab 
Messy Church Team joined us too, and we wore our bright yellow Messy 

Church T-shirts, so that the families could more easily spot us on screen.  

After all, sadly, it was a year since we’d last seen them.  As you’ll appreciate, 

a year is such a long time for our children.  It was great to see each other 
again. 

Our whole congregation were invited to join with us and it was wonderful 

that quite a few did.  Many, many thanks to you – you know who you are!  

Our families said they really appreciated being 

part of our church family. 

The light of Jesus certainly shone and burned 

brightly!  Many of our congregation and our 

families contacted us to thank us so much for 

the service, saying that they and their children 

loved participating and were absorbed in the 
songs and prayers. 

We were able to let everyone know that we 

were planning a Zoom  Pancake Party Service 

for 10 am on 21st February , the first Sunday 
in Lent, and that we’ll be having a Zoom Palm 

Sunday Activity Service at 10 am on 28th 

March.  Everyone is very welcome to join 

with us online – invitation emails will be sent to you all by Rebecca. 

Please pray for our families and do join with us on these Zoom services if 
you are able to. 

 

Sheila Farthing 
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  Groaner Puns 

☺ I can’t believe someone stole my limbo stick.  I mean, 

really, how low can you go. 

☺ They’re building a mirror factory in my town.  I can see myself 

working there. 

☺ Yes, it’s true I drink brake fluid.  But I can stop anytime. 

☺ My winter fat has finally gone.  Now I have spring rolls. 

☺ What do you call a dinosaur that questions its own actions?  A 

philosoraptor. 

☺ The hardest part of making cream of tomato soup is milking the 

tomato. 

☺ I’ve been lost in Spaghetti Junction for half an hour now.  This is    
past a joke. 

☺ Someone lent me a book on anger management.  I lost it. 

☺ Due to financial difficulties I’ve had to sell my late father’s adjustable 
spanner.  It was quite a wrench. 

☺ Prehistoric people who took a circuitous route from the flint shop 

back to the cave were known as Meanderthals. 

☺ My parents went to Beijing to study Chinese philosophy and all they 

brought me back was this Lao- Tze t-shirt. 

☺ I should have realised that working the night shift at the council’s 

roadworks depot would be the most boring job ever.  All the warning 
signs were there.  

☺ The inventor of the ballet skirt was struggling for a name until he 

finally put tu and tu together. 

☺ Reptiles find music relaxing which is good news if you need a calmer, 

calmer, calmer, calmer, calmer chameleon. 

☺ I often speak highly of Dutch farms, but they do have detractors. 

☺ My plan to develop a novelty doorbell has just got fun ding. 

☺ Say what you like about the inventor of the herb-powered railway, 

but at least he got the trains to run on thyme. 

☺ I’m currently reading a book about an immortal dog.  Can’t put it 

down. 

☺ Old MacDonald’s lodger disappeared under mysterious circumstances 

P-A-T-I-O 

☺ I just bought a new golf umbrella but I’m really struggling to hit the 

ball with it. 

☺ If you throw an ape and it comes back it’s probably a boomerangutan. 

☺ My wife asked me if I’d seen the dog bowl. I said no I didn’t know he 

could. 
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Majorie Ames goes on to 

Lourdes 

April 26th,1929 
 
Holiday cont.  Lourdes – Pau .  April 26   Friday. 
8.15  Left Biarritz, and by way of bayonne, crossing 
La Nive, came to Orthey, where we stayed for 20 
mins. and saw the 11 century fortified bridge over la Gave, also the Hotes, ‘La 
Belle hotess, whither Goult came from Spain. A goose was prepared for him, 
but when Goult was just going to begin it, along came Wellington, took the 
French army and ate the goose himself. 
10.30 We looked forward to a long run to Lourdes.  The drive was very 
interesting, through long and seeming endless avenues.  We passed two gypsy 
encampments one of which I should think was the one we had met the previous 
Wednesday [17th] on our way to San Sebastian.  Passed through Pay, a large 
place, and 12.20 arrived Lourdes.  We first had lunch until 1.15, then walked 
through the streets lined with stalls, laden with religious trifles, like ‘one huge 
Woolworths’, and came to the most important part where is the Church and 
the grotto.  
We passed through gates into a big square, on the left being the  church, and 
everything to do with it. 

In 1848, the Virgin Mary appeared to a young maiden of Lourdes, Bernadette 
Sobrius, eighteen times from February to July, and told her to found a Church 
on this spot, and tell her people to come and drink the water and eat the grass, 
and be made whole, if they had faith. 
Bernadette carried the orders out, and now on the spot is a wonderful church; 
in the grotto stands a statue of the Virgin Mary, and in the cave close by, there 
are hundreds of candles lighted by the people who come to pray.  Thousands of 
pilgrims flock every year to this spot, and many that have the faith, having taken 
the holy water, are healed of all sorts of diseases.  Hanging high up in the cave 
are rows and rows of crutches left by the people that have been healed, also a 
few corsets. Piles of letters can be seen, written by these people.  There is an 
engraved stone now where Bernadette knelt and it is a much envied spot by the 
worshippers.  Many who were there all turned towards the statue of the Virgin, 

as if it were she herself.  We walked in the cave right round behind the candles, 
and out again the other side.  Everything was very impressive and emotional, 
too wonderful to write about. 

Along a wall are about a dozen ‘robinets’ from which comes the holy water, 
which comes from a spring.  People were filling bottles of it to take home, 
because if you have the faith, you can be cured of any small disease, but those 
who suffer from very bad diseases have to stay at Lourdes for days at a hospital, 
and be specially treated until they have the final cleansing. 
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Maggs Day Centre 

 

This is a true case study showing how Maggs Day Centre has 
helped one rough sleeper to a better life. This story is typical of 
the work that Maggs does to help rough sleepers. 
Max’s story 
Max had been rough sleeping under the railway arches in 
Worcester for over five years. He was classed as an entrenched rough 
sleeper. Due to the new development in this area, two weeks ago he was asked 
to leave by the site owners. He moved to a tent as he had nowhere else to go. 

Max’s engagement with statutory services, charities and others, up until 
recently had been minimal. Though many rough sleepers were housed by the 
Government during lockdown, he remained on the streets. 
Maggs looked after Max. Initially Max was not keen on daily visits and would 
ignore the food drop offs and feign sleep when our staff came to check on him. 
But over the months Max began to warm to us and share his experiences and 
we learned of how he ended up there and his reasons for not wanting to 
engage with us. 
Like many rough sleepers, Max was a victim of substance misuse. Now he 
decided to detox and went through heroin withdrawal independently without 

any assistance or medication. He made a decision that he did not want to live 
or associate with any area or person who could possibly tempt him back into 
that lifestyle.  
When Maggs started our new accommodation project, we thought of Max for 
one of our new flats and he expressed an interest. A viewing was arranged. He 

We came back to the Church and walked round inside. The roof is all 
wonderful mosaic, over the altar being the head of the Virgin Mary whose eyes 
follow one everywhere.  Around her are crowds of cherubs, and clusters of 
roses, all wonderful mosaic. 
The stones of the pillars are engraved with the thanks of the people who have 

been cured, and all around the Church are beautiful chapels.  Grateful people 
have given their medals gained during the war, and their epaulettes. 
Up hill, 12 stations of the Cross. 

3.20 left Lourdes, 4.15 Arrived Pau. 5.35, left. 8.05 Arrived Biarritz. 

Ruth has found a few more notes from when her mother was 14. This time her 
Grandmother took her off to Switzerland, to Lake Lucerne, where the first thing she 
saw was the carved lion, in the cliff, and they just sat and looked at this wonderful 
sculpture. It ends, and Ruth is pretty sure they got home safely, as the trains always 
seemed to run on time!  

 ➔ 
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Our Worshipping Community:  

A Churchwarden’s Musings 
       

Are you in it?  I only ask as the Old Palace wanted to know how 
many people are in our ‘regular worshipping community.’ Normally 
it is fairly easy to work this out from the figures we have in our 

Service Register adding in the numbers who would be with us if they could, but 
they can’t, usually because of illness. But we haven’t had a ‘normal Sunday’ since 
last March, so we need to count online worshippers, and no one has managed to 
identify them all. Facebook ‘likes’ of three seconds do not count! 
 Anyway, what is ‘regular’? Once a year? “I haven’t missed Christmas for 30 
years!”  We’re always pleased to see you. Then there are parishioners like the 
one I once took on a parish outing with her friend. “I’m a St Martin‘s person,” 
she insisted. “ I’ve always lived in the Wyld’s Lane area. I was christened at St 
Martin’s, married at St Martin’s, my children were christened there, and my 
husband’s funeral was in St Martin’s” Her friend was at St Martin’s every Sunday, 
in her Sunday Best, hat and all. However, “You’re not a St Martin’s person. You 
grew up on Rainbow Hill. You’re a St Barnabas person!” Our ‘hatch, match and 
despatch’ regular are a dying breed. 

I looked in the Book of Common Prayer which is usually quite blunt. Mattins or 
Evensong weekly (by law from 1559 till the Civil War) then Communion at least 

three times a year, Easter to be one. The later Victorians encouraged Daily 
Communions in a search for greater reverence and piety. (St Martin’s last daily 

communicant died over twenty years ago). Common Worship seems to ignore 
the question. 
However, once a month will do for the statistics. Not too hard! So, there we 
are. On Sunday, online, on weekdays, when allowed; at home if you would if you 

viewed the property and immediately wanted it. He became very emotional 
and could not believe that the property could be his after so long on the 

streets. He has now settled into his new home, but only had the confidence 
to do so because he had a support worker from Maggs to help him. Without 
Maggs, Max would still be living on the streets today. 

You can donate on line at our website where you can read more about our 
work - www.maggsdaycentre.co.uk/ or via cheque (payable to Maggs Day 
Centre) C/o Mel Kirk, Maggs Annexe, 59-60 The Tything, Worcester, WR1 
1JT. 
Our clothing project is not receiving donations at the moment due to 
essential building work but should be receiving donations again in March. 

We are always looking for more volunteers. If you could spare a few hours a 

week to help the homeless, call us on 01905-25027, or email 

vturner@maggsdaycentre.co.uk 

http://www.maggsdaycentre.co.uk/#_blank
mailto:vturner@maggsdaycentre.co.uk
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Positive Points from the PCC 
 

 

 Peter outlined the plans for the Lent period.  It is good that, although we 
are still unable to meet together in church, there is still a full programme 
of activities.  The Ash Wednesday service will be online and people will 

be asked to burn an old palm cross to provide ash for self-imposition 
during the service.  Old Palm crosses will be made available in church for 
collection.  There will be three online Lent study groups with the theme 

of ‘Care for the Environment’, plus a group for young people aged 10+ 
led by Andy Stand.  On Thursday evenings the Stations of the Cross 
devotion will be online, using Will Jupe’s photographs, and leading into 
Compline.  Plans are in hand for Holy Week services, including a 
children’s activity in some form on Good Friday. 

 Elizabeth reported that Hunger Lunches supporting the Lent Appeal for 
Christian Aid will be available to order for home delivery this year. 

 Sheila Farthing paid tribute to the fantastic work for children and families 
done by Gail and Martin Rowley over the past few years.  She reported 
that the online Christingle service had been a great success, with 
eighteen families attending.  An online Pancake Party was planned for the 

21st February. An information meeting for ‘Mainly Music’ has been held 
with many positive comments and offers of prayer to support the new 
venture. 

 Dave Hall reported that the Lower Vestry refurbishment was on 
schedule. The new kitchen has been installed and painting is now taking 
place.  The disabled toilet project is also well in hand, with Diocesan and 
Building Regulation approval.  Grant applications are now being made. 

 Peter reported that, following a reorganisation of deaneries, St Martin’s 

is now in Worcester Deanery with Area Dean Diane Cooksey. 

 Shirley reported that the Three Choirs Festival is expected to take place 

in July this year.  This was deferred from last year due to the 
Coronavirus.  It is hoped that about eight concerts will be taking place at 
St Martin’s. 

 Approval was given to the distribution of alms by the Missionary 
Committee.  Recipients include USPG, the Bible Society, Church Army 
the Mission Aviation Society and Maggs. 

could, but you can’t. On a ‘normal’ pre- pandemic Sunday at 8am, 10 am 
6.30pm, even BCP at 12 noon. And don’t forget Messy Church, it definitely 

counts too. Spoilt for choice?  
We reckon about 160-190 regulars. Are you one of them?  We don’t want an 
answer. We haven’t got to count again until next January. But I thought I’d just 

mention it. 
Elizabeth Yarker 



 

34 

Parish and People 

1.  Carol Ann Duffy  

2.  Eros 

3.  Fitzwilliam 

4.  Joseph Fiennes 
5.  Love Is All Around 

6.  Tomato 

7.  Homer Simpson 

8.  Doctor Zhivago 

9.  Henry VII 

10.  Alfred Lord Tennyson – In 

Memoriam 

11.  Ashgabat 
12.  Verona 

13.  Judi Dench 

14.  Love creeps out of the window 

15.  Love Story 

Brian Mayoss RIP 

We are very sad to report the death of Brian Mayoss, a long-

standing and loyal member of the St Martin’s family.  Brian passed 

away peacefully at home on 31st January, and his funeral service 

was held at St Martin’s on 18th February.  We send our love and 

condolences to Sue, Julie and all the family. 

Jacqueline Wood RIP 

We were also sad to hear of the death of Jacqueline Wood.  She died on 

28th January after a long period of ill-health.  Jackie was always very involved 

with fund-raising events for St Martin’s, St Richard’s Hospice and other local 

charities.  We send our best wishes and condolences to Grenville, Duncan 

and the rest of the family. 

British Summer Time 

The events of the past year probably mean you are not sure what month or 

day it is!!  Just to confuse you further, British Summer Time starts on 28th 

March.  The clocks will be ‘springing forward’ one hour at 1.00am on that 

day. 

Valentine’s Quiz Answers from last month 
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www.facebook.com/stmartinsworcester  

 

If you have any news or an article that you wish to be included 

in the next issue, for April 2021, please email it to Nick 

Harrison (nick.harrison491@gmail.com) and Hannah Parry 

(hannahjoyparry@hotmail.co.uk) by Friday 19th March. 

 

Contacts 

 

Team Rector The Revd Peter Hart 355119 

Assistant Curate The Revd Dr Robin Parry 764651 

Licensed Reader Mike Bunclark 355585 

Organist & Choir Director John Swindells 

Churchwarden Elizabeth Yarker 352997  

Parish Centre Manager  Malcolm McMurray  353470 

Parish Centre Bookings Joan Hazzard 07855 806678 

joanhazz@gmail.com  

Magazine 

Distribution Manager George Bushell 352549 

Magazine Editor Nick Harrison 07936 850844  

@stmartins_worcs 

Do you have any stories, memories, facts, jokes, or 

puzzles that we could include in future magazines? Send 

them to Nick and Hannah using the email addresses 

below, or talk to us if computers are not your 
strongpoint so we can sort something out!  
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THE PARISH OF ST MARTIN WITH ST PETER 
 

PARISH & TEAM OFFICE AT ST MARTIN’S  
London Road, Worcester, WR5 2ED    

01905 358083  
worcestersoutheastteam@gmail.com 

www.stmartinsworcester.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/stmartinsworcester 

Team Administrator: Rebecca Caskie 

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10.00am 

to 1.00pm (closed Wednesday) 

Please contact the Team Administrator to arrange  
Baptisms, Thanksgivings, Marriages or Blessings 

ZOOM SERVICES ON SUNDAY 
Sunday at 11.00am  

(streamed live on Facebook.com/StMartinsWorcester)  

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER  

Sunday 10-11am 

Monday - Thursday, 11am-3pm  

ZOOM SERVICES DURING THE WEEK  

(please contact the host to join the mailing list)  

Said Eucharist - Thursday at 9.30am   
Hosted by Andy Stand andy.stand@sky.com  

Morning Prayer Monday to Friday at 8.30am  
Compline Monday to Friday at 8.30pm  

Hosted by Mike Bunclark mbunclark@tiscali.co.uk  

Prayer Meeting Monday at 4.00pm  
Prayers for Peace & Justice Saturday at 12noon  

Hosted by Joan Hazzard joanhazz@gmail.com  

Coronavirus  

Please see the Weekly Bulletin for the most up to date information regarding use of 

the church building and Parish Centre. For more details about weekly online 

services, please see the website or contact the church office. 

Visits to the Team Office at St Martin’s are by appointment only; our Team 

Administrator can be reached by phone and email.  

For Pastoral Support please contact the Revd Peter Hart on 01905 355119 or email 

pwhart1@aol.com 


