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An Easter Prayer 
 

From anguish to astonishment 

From exhaustion to elation 

From failure to faithfulness 

From hesitance to haste 

From confusion to conviction 

From denial to devotion 

From finality to freedom 

So bring us with your first disciples 

So bring us – 

Amen. 

Special Easter Services 

 

Maundy Thursday, Eucharist, 

7.30pm 

Good Friday, Meditation, 2.00pm 
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Church Calendar for April 

Sun 28th March  PALM SUNDAY 

Thur 1st April   Maundy Thursday 

Fri 2nd    Good Friday 

Sun 4th    EASTER DAY 

Sun 11th    2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Sun 18th    3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Mon 19th     Alphege, archbishop, martyr, 1012 

Wed 21st     Anselm, abbot, archbishop, teacher of the faith, 1109 

Fri 23rd     George, martyr, patron of England, c.304 

Sat 24th    Mellitus, bishop, 624 

Sun 25th    4th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Mon 26th   Mark the Evangelist 

Tues 27th    Christina Rossetti, poet, 1894 

Wed 28th    Peter Chanel, missionary, martyr, 1841 

Thur 29th    Catherine of Siena, teacher of the faith, 1380 
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From the Rectory 

A letter from Revd. Peter Hart 

 

In my last piece I wrote in a certain amount of hope about 

us being back in church for Palm Sunday – and now I can 

confidently say that we will be!  Not just for Palm Sunday, 

though, but for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter 

Sunday as well, and every Sunday and weekday communion thereafter.  

Slowly but surely we are emerging from lockdown to congregational 

worship, from home to small groups meeting outdoors, from isolation to 

genuine face to face human contact.  This is like a resurrection. 

On that first Palm Sunday, the disciples egged on the crowds that followed 

Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem on the back of colt, handing out palm 

branches, giving them the shout, “Hosanna to the Son of David!”, 

maximising the theatricality of Christ’s very public fulfilment of Messianic 

prophecy in the sight of the priestly hierarchy and the Jerusalem authorities.  

Those disciples knew something was going to happen, that things were 

finally stirring, and they were very excited.  Yet at the back of their minds 

was a certain trepidation: they were a few enthusiasts, and the religious and 

political authorities ranged against them had considerable power and the 

might of Roman legions behind them.  As they advanced into the Holy City, 

so they must have looked around them with joy and fear as the possibility of 

both triumph and jeopardy unfolded before them. 

We too, as we return to public worship and a greater public life, will be 

experiencing that mix of joy and fear, delight and hesitancy.  For those of us 

who have been vaccinated, life offers possibilities that once seemed far off.  

For others who have been self-isolating for over a year, now is not the time, 

perhaps, for venturing forth.  We have got out of the habit of ordinary 

human contact, relying on technical substitutes.  We have not been in a 

large group of people for many months.  Our resurrection, personal and 

congregational, will be gradual. 

God has been very close to us all this time.  God has not changed his love 

for us, locked down or out and about.  Christ’s resurrection is as real now 

as it was on that first Easter Sunday.  The knowledge of that immutability, 

our desire to express together our love and devotion to the God who loves 

us through suffering, death and burial to glorious resurrection are what will 

bring us together again – little by little, growing in confidence together, 

delighting in each other’s company and rejoicing in physically receiving our 
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Revision of the Electoral Roll 
 

The annual revision of the electoral roll will take place between Saturday 

1st May and Thursday 6th May.   Application forms will shortly be 

available from the back of Church or from me. If any of your details have 

changed during the last year please complete a new form. 

If you are new to the parish or for some reason did not complete a form 

last year please do so.  If you are not on the Electoral Roll you are not 

eligible to take an active part in the annual Parish Meeting. 

Completed forms should be returned either to the Team Office or to me 

no later than Saturday 1st May.  People whose forms are returned after that 

date will not be able to take part in the Annual Meeting which is on Sunday 

23rd May. 

The new Roll will be on display in Church from Thursday 6th May. 

Julia Glossop, Electoral Roll Officer 
 

APCM 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be taking place this year on 

Sunday 23rd May.  The election of Churchwardens and PCC members 

takes place at this Meeting, so it is important that as many church members 

as possible attend.  Please keep this date free in your diary. 

 

Oberammergau 2022 
 

LAST MINUTE BOOKING!!  Oberammergau Passion Play, June 2022 

The last few places are available for our Pilgrimage in June next year. We 

are based near Innsbruck in the Austrian Tyrol, and spend a night in 

Oberammergau to see the Passion Play – the experience of a lifetime!!  For 

further details contact Elizabeth Yarker (01905 352997) 

Lord in communion.  Music will return, gradually.  Parish activities will 

return, gradually.  Children will once more fill our church, gradually.  The 

baptisms are beginning to line up, and the weddings.  This 

resurrection will be long and drawn-out, but we will all be 

resurrected, and share together in Christ’s glorious likeness, 

together, and I for one can’t wait to see you all again. 
 

May I wish you a very blessed Easter 

Fr Peter 
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Missionary News 

by Elizabeth Yarker 

   

Lent Appeal 

Thank you! The first cheque has already been sent to Christian 

Aid from donations paid through the church bank account. Our 

Lent Hunger Lunches have been extremely popular. Some people have 

placed a weekly order, and some have enjoyed one or two lunches. We 

have been given generous donations. Thank you. It is not too late to 

contribute to Christian Aid. Envelopes are still in Church, and can be used 

on Palm Sunday, Easter Day, and on Low Sunday or Easter 2. We always 

wait a bit to give people time to drop an envelope in. Or donations can be 

sent directly to the church bank account, but please tell Garth Williams 

what it is for (garth.powick@ btinternet.com or 01905 830638)  

Christian Aid say, “In times like these your loving support is a lifeline.” 
 

Christian Aid Week,  Monday 10th– Sunday 16th May 

We shall be collecting again. Note the change of days, so that we can use 

last year’s envelopes. Unfortunately, we do not feel able to ask most of our 

usual House-to-House Collectors to knock on doors this year, even if we 

are permitted to, so we are using the “delivery only” envelopes this year. 

They give collectors a chance to add the day they intend to collect, or to 

use the message, “I won’t be back.” then to add a contact point to return 

envelopes. eg. “my house No. 35 or St Martin’s Church.” We hope that a 

lot of people will be able to give some round to neighbours and to ask them 

to return any donations to them through the letterbox, which we can 

arrange to collect at the end of Christian Aid Week. If you can help us 

please tell Elizabeth Yarker on 01905 352997, Ruth Kirwan on 01905 

354548 or ring Rebecca at the Parish Office. 

We are also thinking of other fund-raising ideas for Christian Aid Week as 

well. We like the idea of Cream Teas, delivered to your door. But can we 

get the cream? All suggestions welcome!  

Every penny we raise will help someone have a better life. This year it’s 

Climate Change to worry about. Rose should have got her new, much 

bigger dam last year, but she is still walking for about six hours a day several 

times weekly to fetch water for her grandchildren. They have been off 

school because of the pandemic, so miss their school meal. She has HIV and 
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needs a healthier diet. Last year was hard. There are so many people like 

her who need help. We can do our bit.  

Look on Christian Aid’s website for more information and ideas. 
 

Annual Plant Sale,  Saturday 8th May 

Our Annual Plant Sale comes just before Christian Aid Week, as usual. All 

being well, we shall hold it in the East End Car Park at church, though we 

may need to set up a one-way system. If we cannot use the Churchyard, we 

will be using Ruth Kirwan’s garage in Primrose Crescent again, as it worked 

very well last year. We are still sorting out the details. 

More concerning is the absence of plug-plants this year. No geraniums!! And 

the cold spell killed off the garden ones, of course. We will grow whatever 

we can, and see what we can find to nurture.  The seeds are a bit late this 

year, but Kath’s greenhouse is doing well. We are looking out for bargains 

to bring you. We hope that our generous readers will once again find us 

cuttings, seedlings, roots and shoots of all sorts. You haven’t let us down 

yet. 

The Plant Sale enables us to support all our charities, we know that they are 

doing a wonderful job. It enables us to send help to Embrace the Middle East 

for their Health Fund, which gives hope to people like baby Yaron and his 

parents, and enables the Harpur Memorial Hospital in Egypt to run a 

pioneering Nurse Training Course. Health care in Lebanon, Palestine and 

Gaza benefits hugely from Embrace’s support. The Plant Sale makes sure 

that we can continue to support the tea-pickers’ children in Sri Lanka 

through USPG. We have been able to send our first instalment already, 

thanks to a generous donation, but it is a commitment. 

Yaron’s Story 

Yaron found it hard to sit up. His parents were reluctant to think that he 

had a disability as it would lead to unfair treatment, isolation and 

embarrassment. However, at nine months, the infant was not improving so 

they took him to the clinic. The Princess Basma Centre in Jerusalem 

diagnosed cerebral palsy. It can be treated. Their mother empowerment 

therapy programme gave Yaron the exercises he needed. He can now sit 

and crawl and is happy playing with his family at home. When Princess 

Basma Centre was locked down by Covid 19 the staff quickly moved online 

and were able to continue treatment, Yaron is flourishing. His mother Jaleel 

believes that his success will inspire other children with disabilities to seek 

treatment, and hopes that they will help change the current attitude to 

disabled children. 
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Easter Quiz 

 Just for fun.  Answers next month! 

1.  Easter Island forms part of which country? 

2.  Which company introduced the first chocolate Easter egg into Britain in 

1873? 

3.  Who wrote the poem Easter, 1916? 

4.  In which song by The Beatles are the lines ‘I am the egg man, they are the 

egg men’? 

5.  Who plays Hannah Brown in the 1948 musical Easter Parade? 

6.  In which British overseas territory is Good Friday kite-flying a famous 

tradition? 

7.  Pasg Hapus is Happy Easter in which language? 

8.  Who wrote the novel Chocolat? 

9.  Which British actress provided the voice for the Cadbury’s Caramel 

bunny? 

10.  On which street in New York does the traditional Easter parade take 

place? 

11.  Who received the first golden ticket in Roald Dahl’s Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory?   

12.  In which year was the first chocolate bar manufactured in the UK? 

13.  Which chocolate bar was supposed to have ‘a hazelnut in every bite’? 

14.  Semana Santa is the name given to Holy Week in which European 

country? 

15.  Complete the following quote by Benjamin Franklin, ‘An egg today is 

better than a….’  

We owe a huge debt to the Church Army for the love we had from Sister 

Joan Hudspeth CA for many years. Their work among people who need 

hope and help – the last, the least and the lost, as they used to say, - is so 

inspiring. We try to send something to the Bible Society, getting Bibles in all 

sorts of languages to unlikely places. Mission Aviation Fellowship’s planes 

carry so many different people and things across huge areas and difficult 

terrain. At home we help Maggs Day Centre, and keep St Paul’s Hostel in 

mind. And, there’s the Yemen’s only Eye Clinic run by the church in Aden. 

We have received an email from Julia Lewis for our most recent donation 

to the Eye Clinic which runs almost entirely on donations.  If you would like 

to find out more about the work of the Clinic which continues in the most 

trying conditions you can visit the website at www.rasmorbatclinic.org  
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Groaner Puns 
 

☺ At school I was the best at wasting paper by quite a wide margin. 

☺ Heard a rumour that Cadbury is bringing out an oriental chocolate bar.  
Could be a Chinese Wispa. 

☺ My dog wanted to join the police but unfortunately you have to jump 

through too many hoops. 

☺ My personal trainer is Russian.  He says that inside every fat person is a thin 
person trying to get out, and inside them is an even thinner person and… 

☺ How many optometrists does it take to change a lightbulb?  1 or 2?...1 or 2? 

☺ You can calculate how many dentists are in your area by looking at the ‘aah’ 

rate. 

☺ My new range of concrete bird seed is impeccable. 

☺ I once went trophy hunting and accidentally shot the man in Timpsons. 

☺ I didn’t know what a telescope was really for until I looked into it. 

☺ Why was I fired from my job as a travel agent?  Don’t even go there. 

☺ I couldn’t get an appointment with the ear, nose and throat specialist, so 
instead I had to see one who only did hands, knees, and bumps-a-daisies. 

☺ My dog used to chase people on a bike a lot.  It got so bad I eventually had 
to take the bike off him. 

☺ I tried to listen to an episode of Gardener’s Question Time about rhubarb, 

but it just sounded like a load of people having a conversation in the 
background. 

☺ I’ve just been on a pottery making course.  Smashed it. 

☺ You have to be careful making jokes about fencing.  It’s a touché subject. 

☺ Panto News:  Aladdin has just been sacked after testing positive for 

performance-enhancing rugs. 

☺ I’m auditioning for a role in a play about a man out walking his dog.  
Hopefully, they’ll give me the lead. 

☺ I failed again in my bid to become chairman of the Hula-Hoop Society.  I 

guess I just don’t move in the right circles. 

☺ The instructions on my microwave meal say, ‘stir and recover’. How tiring 
do they think stirring actually is? 

☺ The hardest part of being a marathon runner in Wales must be keeping up 

with the Joneses. 

☺ What do you get if you stand between two llamas?  LLaminated. 

☺ 3.14% of sailors are pi-rates. 

☺ My Czech mate is surprisingly bad at chess. 

☺ Found out last week I was colour-blind.  That came right out of the purple. 

☺ Yesterday a clown held the door open for me.  I felt it was a nice jester. 
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Brian Mayoss, RIP 

4th March 1925 – 31st January 2021 

 

My father, Brian Mayoss, was born in Glenfield, 

Leicestershire and brought up in Loughborough with his 

sister, Cleone. He was a mischievous boy and often 

entertained us with tales of his exploits. On one occasion, 

a neighbour was redecorating his garage and took a break. 

My father could not resist the paintbrush and wrote Mr 

Smith is a fool across the garage door. Caught red-handed, he spent the rest 

of the afternoon repainting the door, wearing a placard on his back reading 

Brian Mayoss is a fool! 

On another occasion, he spent an interesting afternoon on the street 

corner, stopping every local bus to ask where they were going to, till a 

driver complained. He was escorted home by a policeman and thoroughly 

scolded for being a nuisance! 

Despite these apparently unpromising beginnings, Brian was a clever boy 

and gained a place at Wyggeston Grammar school in Leicester, where he 

was a contemporary of David and Richard Attenborough. Later, he went on 

to Gosfield, a small boarding school in Essex. During his time there during 

the war he took turns with the senior boys to keep watch on the rooftops 

for incendiary bombs. 

He returned to Loughborough where he completed a degree in Civil 

Engineering and achieved a first.  

His working life began in South Wales before he moved north. There he 

met a beautiful young teacher, Raie, at a dance. The band was playing  

“Some enchanted evening” from the musical “South Pacific” which contains 

the lines “You may meet a stranger across a crowded room…” 

 After a whirlwind romance, they married in 1953 and named their house 

“Bali Hai,” again, after the film. They settled in Darlington and had two 

daughters, myself, and Sue. We moved to Nottingham in 1960 and later to 

Worcester in 1972 where Brian became a Director of APW Construction.  

From the mid ‘70s my parents both became very involved in St Martin’s 

Church. Brian became Chairman of both the Church Management and 

Church Finance Committees. Later he went on to become Deputy Church 

Warden.  Whereas my mother’s involvement was with lay ministry, Sunday 

School and worship, his interest was very practical – “Making sure the 

drains work!” as he put it. He led many working parties to improve the car 

park and to ensure that the church roof was watertight.  
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Civil engineering was an important part of Brian’s life. As a small boy he 

would block off paths and create pretend road works in his parents’ back 

garden, and later, when we were small, delighted in building dams across 

streams with us on the beach. As older children, our weekend outings 

invariably ended with a diversion to check on the progress of a new bridge 

or sewerage works. He worked on everything from undersea tunnels off 

Blythe in Northumberland to projects in India for Cementation Mining. He 

even has 14 bridges on the M1 to his name, though apparently these are all 

underground.  

But his great love was of holidays and travel. He was a keen caravanner, and 

as a family we went away for regular weekends. He loved to walk and 

would take us off up hills while our mother read in the car. He drove us all 

over Europe and a typical trip might begin in France and end up in Italy.  

However, he was not a great linguist. (Gosfield favoured the teaching of 

Esperanto, which ultimately did not prove useful.) He only spoke pidgin 

French and was convinced that this would be understood if he just spoke 

louder…   “Un caravan et un petite tante!” he would shout, hopefully, 

pointing at the tent and caravan. We think numerous bemused campsite 

managers thought he had a small aunt in tow…  

In later years, the caravan was towed up to mid-Wales, Devon, and 

Derbyshire for our families to holiday in – holidays we could not have 

afforded. With similar generosity, more than once he lent us the money to 

replace our car.  

Retirement was spent in more travel with Raie, including a number of trips 

to Canada to see my sister Sue and her family, after they emigrated in 2003. 

He loved spending time with his family, grandchildren Pippa, Peter, Lara and 

Anya, and later, his great grandchildren.  

My parents enjoyed a long and very happy marriage of 66 years.  Then my 

mother’s death in 2019 left him bereft and lonely. We are glad that he was 

able to stay at home with support and could still enjoy his Probus meetings, 

St Martins, and Sunday lunches with us in Pershore. However, Covid ended 

much of that and this last year was very difficult for him. Increasing deafness, 

mobility problems and old age made things harder, though he bore all this 

with stoicism.  

I will remember him as a very loving father, with a great sense of humour 

and mischief. Above all, he was kind, cheerful, wise, patient and very 

tolerant. I never heard him say an unkind word about anyone.  

We will miss him enormously but are glad that he is reunited with Raie at 

last.  

Julie Spence 
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We are grateful to Imogen Lintzgy, Fr Peter’s daughter, for working with us 

to design publicity images for our big fundraising appeal. The Church doors 

are open, and we’re getting ready to reach out to the community in new 

ways, and welcome them in. 

Following the completion of the Vestry refurbishment, we hope work can 

start soon on preparation for the disabled access to the lower level of the 

building, along with the new toilet, which will be up to modern standards for 

disabled use and include baby changing facilities. 

We are pleased that some donations have already 

been received, but we still have a long way to go to 

reach our £100,000 target. Fundraising social events 

are being planned and, due to Covid restrictions, 

the first of these will be online – see opposite.  

Meanwhile, any donations you can make now would be much appreciated –

and please add Gift Aid if possible. If you have St Martin’s bank details, you 

can make an electronic payment using the reference WOW, and every penny 

of your donation will go to the fund.  

Or you can make a card payment on our online giving page.  

Either go to https://www.stmartinsworcester.org.uk/wow and 

click on the Donate button or hover over this QR code 

with your mobile phone camera to access the webpage.  

Many thanks, on behalf of the WOW team! Shirley Scott  

  

https://www.stmartinsworcester.org.uk/wow
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WOW Armchair Quiz 
Saturday 10 April, 7.45pm 

on Zoom 
 

A social evening with family & friends from near or far 
 

all from the comfort of your own armchair 
(sofa or office chair also allowed!) 

 

Teams of up to Six 
 

No entry fee - donations requested 
(see below)  

Quizmaster Robin Walker 
 

 

 

We ask all participants to make a donation of at least £5 per head to our 

WOW Projects Appeal - Widening Our Welcome

https://www.stmartinsworcester.org.uk/wow
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For details  

please contact the 

Advertising Manager  

via the Team Office. 
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This space is available for your advert. 

 

For details please contact the  

Advertising Manager via the Team Office. 

 
WorcesterSouthEastTeam@gmail.com 
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An Update from Red Hill  

by Headteacher Spencer Morris 

Welcome back again! 

After another two months of lockdown, it 

was once again wonderful to welcome our 

children back to Red Hill on 8th March. 

Even though we were still open to over 

100 children of Keyworkers from January 

6th, it was lovely to welcome back over 

200 more children through the gates. The children have quickly acclimatized 

to life back in the classroom, and best of all, the playgrounds have once 

again rung out with the sound of our pupils at play.  

The children have been heroes over the past 

twelve months, so it was quite appropriate that 

Comic Relief Day used the theme of Superheroes 

for this year’s fundraiser. 

Even though the children did not dress up in their 

usual whacky attire, we still had great fun, and 

raised nearly £300 in the process.  

Fun, socially distanced games like potato racing, as well as designing their 

own superhero masks, and even decorating their own superhero spoons, 

made the day special. 

The first fortnight back has been focused around the children’s wellbeing, 

allowing them to re-establish friendships and settle back into the normal 

school routine. We look forward to sharing our usual activities with you 

over the coming months. 

Take care and stay safe, 

Spencer Morris 
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A Letter from  

Bishop Martin 

 I don’t know about you but for me, Lockdown 

Three has been particularly hard. The days have been 
short, the weather cold and the news very depressing as 

the virus spread so rapidly once again. Passing that awful milestone of 
100,000 Covid deaths was a sobering moment and the pressure on health 

and care staff, on clergy and families has been immense. As a country we 
have endured more deaths per head of population than any other nation so 

far. Every community in the Diocese has been affected, with the loss from 
Covid particularly acute in some communities, notably where poverty and 

overcrowding is worse. As we look to build back better over the coming 
twelve months, as a nation we must address issues of inequality and injustice 

that have been highlighted so starkly during this time. Two of our diocesan 
priorities as Kingdom People are to transform communities and to share 

hope - we will all need to play our part in building a fairer and better world. 

There is some hopeful news. The vaccine roll out is wonderful, and every 

day I hear from people delighted to have had ‘the jab’. Days are lengthening, 
the sun is growing stronger and there are the first glimmers of hope that the 
cycle of crushing lockdowns will come to an end. 

I’m reminded of verses from the well-known Psalm 121. 

  I lift up my eyes to the hills;  

   from where is my help to come? 
  My help comes from the Lord,  

   the maker of heaven and earth. 
  He will not suffer your foot to stumble;  

   he who watches over you will not sleep. 
 

Many people have found solace and comfort in the natural world. ‘Lifting up 
eyes to the hills’ perhaps, but perhaps just treasuring a tree outside a 

window, or the changing sky from day to day. My daughter has been locked 
down in central London. She has discovered a love of birds, putting out 

crumbs each day outside her London basement flat and watching blue tits 
and robins come to pick them up. Nature reminds us that whatever our 

current problems, we are part of something bigger. Part of God’s world, 
God’s creation. Ultimately our help and our hope come from the Lord, ‘the 

maker of heaven and earth.’ And ‘he who watches over you will not sleep.’ 

May that same Lord of heaven and earth hold you and keep you this day and 

always. Amen. 
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Messy Church and JAM Club 

Gail and Martin Rowley look back over 

the years ... 

 

It has been just over a year since the last Messy Church planning 
meeting, when members of the team were deciding the activities 

for Mothering Sunday. But sadly, due to Corona Virus, it never happened!  
However, despite Covid, the Messy Church and JAM Club teams of helpers 

have maintained contact with our 30+ families during 2020. 

Messy Church would have been 

10 years old in February 2021. 
However, it took place for nine 

continuous years to February 
2020. Messy Church was able to 

tell over 100 families about 
God’s Love for them through 

Bible truths and craft activities 
to illustrate those wonderful, 

inspiring stories.  
We have used Old and New 
Testament Bible passages such 

as: Creation, Noah, Joseph, 
Moses, Daniel, the Nativity, Miracles, Parables and teachings of Paul like the 

Body of Christ from 1 Corinthians chapter 12 verse 12.  
We are all part of the body of Christ. A Team. Easily recognised by our yellow 

T-shirts. 
Messy Church certainly needed 

many people to be an important, 
equal part of the whole body to 

make it effective and successful.  

• A warm welcome at the 

door to register the families; teas, 
coffees and cakes to add a 

relaxed atmosphere; leaders who 
had time to listen and chat to 

parents and carers; 

• Craft leaders to help the 

children and families make treasured crafts to take home as mementos of the 
Bible story they were hearing about; 

• Big Art to get messy while creating it; Christian worship songs to sing as 
they all came together for the Bible Story; followed by the lunch prepared and 



 

28 

served to the families. 

• Finally, behind the visible team were many others that would make cakes, 
cook food for lunch, donate financially and pray for this Missional Work in our 

parish and beyond. There were 
also others who would step in 

when we needed an extra pair of 
hands. 

A HUGE THANKS to 
the whole team. 

 
Many Memorable Moments: 

Making: chocolate lions for the 
Daniel story; bread for loaves and 
fish miracle; biscuits and cookies for 

stories when there were feasts etc. 
These were cooked by church members locally as there were no kitchen facilities 

then. 
Creating: A life-size model of Joseph in his amazing multi-coloured coat which 

caused a few scares if people entered the church and didn’t know it was there. 
Another life-size model was the centurion, constructed, like a giant jigsaw, in 

body pieces and covered in small squares of coloured paper mosaic; 
“No! I couldn’t cut out any more figures!”, when volunteer pair of hands said 

they’d help at home to prep the figures for 
the “Body of Christ” big art. 

Noise: On couple of occasions, the church 
was filled with the deafening sound of 

hammering: making Flower petal dye 
pictures and hammering nails into wood to 

make crosses.  
Parties: Magicians came and one of them 
was chained in a sack and did a Houdini 

escape; balloon sculptures; Animal Mania 
with live animals including tarantulas, frogs, 

snakes and a flying squirrel. As well as party 
games and food, including jelly and ice-

cream. 
Christmas: one of the Big Art creations is the amazing stained glass Nativity 

silhouette that has stood in the South Porch for five Christmases. And the 
Nativity story has been told by young people from City Church operating 

puppets, as well as the very entertaining 4Front Theatre Company, who even did 
a socially distanced production for Christmas 2020.  

Funding: So many of our St Martin’s family regularly gave financial gifts for the 

children’s work. They also supported Barn Dances and manned stalls or donated 
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As Gail and Martin prepare to move away, we hope we will have a chance to say our 

goodbyes and thank-yous in person before they go.  In the meantime, we asked Emily 
and Guy Kippen to write an appreciation, on behalf of us all… 

 
We still remember our first visit to St Martin’s. It was not long after we moved 

to Redfern Avenue and recently got engaged. Neither of us had attended 
church regularly since we were much younger, but we were fairly sure we 

wanted to get married in church, and were exploring what that meant to us. 
After the service Martin and Gail came over to welcome us. They were very 

easy to chat with. Within a few 
weeks we found we had 

volunteered to help at the next 
‘Messy Church’. We weren’t 

entirely sure what that involved, 
but we were keen to help if we 

could. We have seen other 
newcomers taken under their 
wings since, as well as all the long-

standing friends at St Martin’s that 
they care about and support. 

items for fetes and raffles. 

Without the committed support of the whole team, families coming from a 
variety of backgrounds, such as a senior consultant at Worcester Royal to a 

bouncer from a Worcester night club, wouldn’t have heard of God’s love for 
them.  

There are two families still coming who started at the first Messy Church. Their 
older children are now, or have been, junior leaders. Over the years, other 

teenagers came back as junior helpers. 
Messy Church has been such a blessing from God for us both.  

It’s been such a privilege to work for the Lord Jesus in this way. We’ve enjoyed 
all aspects of it. We certainly appreciate the commitment from our wonderful 

team past and present. The workers. 
Jesus and his disciples were talking together one day and Jesus said:  

“The Harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into His harvest field.” Matthew chapter 9 

verses 37 and 38. NIV. 
We pray that the work with families will flourish and we commit the future and 
the families into Father God’s hands as we prepare to move from St Martin’s 

and Worcester to live closer to our own family. God Bless you all. 
Gail and Martin Rowley 
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It was those first conversations with Gail and Martin that drew us to stay at St 

Martin’s and explore our faith further. When they heard we had recently 
followed the Alpha Course at St Peter’s Baptist Church and were interested in 

furthering that study, they said they’d been thinking of running a bible study 
group. Since then we have followed several courses under their guidance, all of 

which have been incredibly insightful and valuable to us as ‘beginners’. Their 
knowledge of the Bible is broad, and their manner inclusive and non-judgmental. 
 

Since those first few months we have spent many an evening cutting out angel 

shapes, for example, or drawing bible scenes on large pieces of cardboard ready 
for painting, or baking biscuits ready for decorating, or…etc etc.  All great fun! 
There were just as many occasions when we arrived Saturday morning ‘so sorry 

we just didn’t have time to…’ and everyone rushed around to help us sort it 
out. Martin and Gail always find time though. For anyone. They are incredibly 

selfless people who put everyone else first. I am sure they have often been 
exhausted themselves, but they never complain, just crack a joke and get on. 

They are a true example of how to follow Jesus – with complete faith that he 
will show them what to do, and when, and support them. Their faith doesn’t 

falter during the difficult times, and celebrates in the triumphant ones. 
 

Gail’s catering and baking is renowned, particularly that wicked chocolate 
brownie. Her contributions to plant and jam sales are always generous. We are 

still yet to see pictures of this ‘villa’ that Martin goes to visit so regularly though!  
Gail & Martin have led numerous jolly occasions during our time at St Martin’s, 
from BBQs to Nosh & Natter, 4Front to Panto, Barn Dances to Spring Harvest, 

and Messy Church to JaM Club to name a few. On the subject of JaM, this was 
the most recent initiative, a baby and toddler group on Tuesday mornings 

supporting parents and carers with ‘little-ys’. Speaking from experience, 
knowing we could drop in, be welcomed by the lovely helpers, fed tea and 

toast, and reassured we were doing our best no matter what kind of week / 
night / hour we’d had, was such a lift. I know a lot of others felt the same. 

Martin and Gail recognized the need to reach out and support these people in 
our community and welcome them to our church and found a wonderful way to 

do it, with the support of others. It was really blossoming pre-lockdown 1 and a 
very active 

Whatsapp 
group 

carries on 
whilst we 

can’t be 
together. 

In the time 

we have 
known Gail 
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and Martin we have all had ups and downs in our lives. We have tried to 

support them when we could, and they have been a rock for us, not just as 
friends, but they are our Worcester family.  I’m not sure there is anyone else 

here that I feel I could ring at any time of day or night and they’d be here in a 
heartbeat. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. A testament to their 

friendship is that, at twenty months old, one of our little man’s weekly phrases 
is ‘See Gail, see Martin, see Tilly dog, Tilly dog jump in tree, Tilly dog woof’! 

We haven’t seen them much this past year, but they have certainly made an 
impression on him too. 

When Martin retired, they purchased their trusty campervan and have been on 
many adventures exploring the Monarch’s Way. Now Gail has also retired, and 

when lockdown eases, they’ll be able to have many more adventures close to 
home and further afield, if Gail can get Martin off his shiny new bike that is. 

Gail and Martin are truly inspirational people, as individuals, a couple, 
Christians, and friends. We would like to thank them for popping into our lives 

that Sunday morning, and for their guidance and friendship since. We would like 
to thank them for all their work behind the scenes at St Martin’s that we have 
witnessed since our arrival, and during the many years before that, which lots 

of you will be far more aware of. We would like to thank them for their selfless 
commitment to everyone and everything around them. We know we will stay 

in touch, but we would like to send them off on their next adventure with big 
hugs and well wishes. After the turbulent time we have all lived through, and 

are hopefully coming out of, it’s wonderful that they are able to follow their 
next calling and move closer to their children and grandchildren whom they 

love dearly and have missed greatly. I’m sure we are not alone in saying you are 
in all our prayers Martin and Gail, thank you, and good luck! 

Emily and Guy 

An Easter Prayer 

May the light that lit up the night sky when Christ was born at 

Christmas, bring us to our knees in adoration. 

May the darkness that engulfed the midday sun when Christ was 

crucified on Good Friday, bring us to our knees in penitence and prayer. 

And may the love of God revealed when he rose from the dead today, 

Bring us to our knees in confidence and hope, this Eastertide and always 

– Amen. 
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Our Family and Congregation Zoom Activity 

 
Our Pancake Party Zoom was on Sunday 21st 
February, the first Sunday of Lent. 

Thirty six families were initially contacted this 
time, as we worked from various lists from the 
office.  Mark and I paid them a doorstep visit – 

very socially distanced again of course.  We found 
that some families had moved away since 

registering their details with our church.  Others 
were pleased to see us but are members of other 

local churches and “attend” their church Zooms at the same time as ours; they 
were however keen to come along to any of our in-person family and children’s 

activities when we can restart them, which is brilliant! 
We also visited families who’d only been able to attend two Messy Church 

sessions before the first lockdown, and these families weren’t on our original 
lists.  They are lovely and very interested in being involved with our church. 

We actually had 31 families email to join us for our Pancake Party Zoom.  Many 
thanks to the members of our congregation across the team who joined us too, 

as well as some of our faithful, fab Messy Church Team who were easily 
identifiable in their bright yellow Messy Church T-shirts! 

Our Zoom Party was very lively, with fun, 
meaningful worship songs, a Pancake Day 
Scavenger Hunt (which caused much 

engaging hilarity and plenty of action), and a 
colourful interactive story of Lent which 

showed just how attentive we all were! 
The activity bags we delivered to our 

participating families included coloured 
balloons, colourful words for participating in 

our story, sweets and various colouring and 
activity sheets.  We also included age-

appropriate “Lent is for loving” Lent 
Pathways, from which we could select an 

intentional  Lenten activity for each day, and 
colour in our pathways as Lent progressed. 

Most importantly, our bags contained 
packets of ready-made pancakes!  They only 

needed to be popped in the toaster or 
under the grill for a minute, and then 
topped with whatever toppings everyone 

fancied!  We shared and showed what our 
toppings were – they included  lemon and 
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Positive Points from the PCC 

 

 Fr Peter confirmed that the Church will reopen for worship on Palm 

Sunday.  He said he hoped the return of the congregation to worship 

would help develop the prayer, discipleship, and mission for the 

whole parish.  He urged members to embrace and support every part 

of the church’s mission with energy and prayer, and to speak to 

himself or Sian with ideas to help develop that mission.  Although 

congregational singing will still not be permitted, John Swindells is 

working on ideas to include some choral music in services. 

 Sheila Farthing reported on the development of ministry for children 

and families which she said was gathering pace. She said the online 

sugar, raspberries and ice cream, Nutella and many 

more. 
We prepared our pancakes to the accompaniment of a 

jolly Pancake Song, and had an interesting chat about 
praying to God our Father, anytime and anywhere no 

matter what we might be doing, and had our prayer 
time along with our pancakes! 

Before we closed, I introduced a “Blessings Jar”.  The 
idea is to have fun decorating a suitable jam or coffee 

jar, and to have some colourful small pieces of paper 
nearby, for anyone in our families to write down something they’re really happy 

about, a wonderful blessing, for example a fun walk in the woods, a lively special 
meal together, making or sending a card to someone special, or playing jumping 

in puddles. 
I started our jar by writing “Visiting our lovely families and delivering their 

Pancake Party bags”.  The idea is that when you open your jar every week, or 
month or whatever you decide, you remember all your blessings and thank 
God for them all in a chatty prayer. 

We look forward to our next Zoom Activity Service on Palm Sunday, 28th 
March at 10 am – our Big Wave Hooray!  We’re also holding Zoom activity 

services on 25th April, for which the theme will be “The Good Shepherd”, and 
on 23rd May for Pentecost. 

Please pray for our families, and for our congregation members across the 
team.  Please pray too for the planning and work we’re carrying out so that we 

can be ready when all our activities can resume in person. 
Sheila Farthing 

 ➔ 
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Pancake Party had been a big success with thirty-one families 

attending, including from Whittington, Ronkswood, and our own 

congregation.  Many emails and texts of thanks had been received, 

especially from new families, which is very encouraging!  The next 

event will be the Big Wave Hooray on Palm Sunday. 

 Anthony reported that the Lower Vestry kitchen project is now 

complete and there was general agreement that it looks excellent.  

The disabled toilet project is also well in hand.  The proposed scheme 

for improving the toilets at church level is being put on pause while 

other options are being looked at. 

 Shirley reported on the launch of the Widening Our Welcome 

(WOW) Projects Appeal on 1st March.  Publicity images had very 

kindly been supplied by Fr Peter’s daughter Imogen.   Shirley outlined 

plans for various fundraising activities.  (Further details can be found 

elsewhere in the magazine).  Thanks to the efforts of Terry Dillingham 

we have already received one very generous grant towards the 

Appeal and this is very encouraging.  Thanks were expressed to 

Terry. 

 Ruth Kirwan reported that the Lent Lunches which this year are 

being delivered to homes on order, are going very well, and a good 

amount of money has been raised so far. 

 Liz Frani reported on Red Hill School which had fully reopened to 

pupils on 8th March with risk assessments carried out and new 

measures in place to ensure pupils’ safety.  Although it had been an 

emotional day, it was good to have the children back at school and 

many parents had thanked staff for their efforts.  Peter reminded 

members to keep Spencer Morris and the school in their prayers. 
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www.facebook.com/stmartinsworcester  

 

If you have any news or an article that you wish to be included 

in the next issue, for May 2021, please email it to Nick 

Harrison (nick.harrison491@gmail.com) and Hannah Parry 

(hannahjoyparry@hotmail.co.uk) by Friday 23rd April. 

 

Contacts 

 

Team Rector The Revd Peter Hart 355119 

Assistant Curate The Revd Dr Robin Parry 764651 

Licensed Reader Mike Bunclark 355585 

Organist & Choir Director John Swindells 

Churchwarden Elizabeth Yarker 352997  

Parish Centre Manager  Malcolm McMurray  353470 

Parish Centre Bookings Joan Hazzard 07855 806678 

joanhazz@gmail.com  

Magazine 

Distribution Manager George Bushell 352549 

Magazine Editor Nick Harrison 07936 850844  

@stmartins_worcs 

Coronavirus  

Please see the Weekly Bulletin for the most up to date information regarding use 

of the church building and Parish Centre. For more details about weekly online 

services, please see the website or contact the church office. 

Visits to the Team Office at St Martin’s are by appointment only; our Team 

Administrator can be reached by phone and email.  

For Pastoral Support please contact the Revd Peter Hart on 01905 355119 or 

email pwhart1@aol.com 
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THE PARISH OF ST MARTIN WITH ST PETER 
 

PARISH & TEAM OFFICE AT ST MARTIN’S  
London Road, Worcester, WR5 2ED    

01905 358083  
worcestersoutheastteam@gmail.com 

www.stmartinsworcester.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/stmartinsworcester 

Team Administrator: Rebecca Caskie 

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10.00am 

to 1.00pm (closed Wednesday) 

Please contact the Team Administrator to arrange  
Baptisms, Thanksgivings, Marriages or Blessings 

SERVICES IN CHURCH 
 

Sunday Eucharist at 10.00am 

(streamed live on Facebook.com/StMartinsWorcester) 

Said Eucharist - Thursday at 9.30am   

 

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
 

Monday - Thursday, 11am-3pm 

 

ZOOM SERVICES DURING THE WEEK 
 

(please contact the host to join the mailing list) 

Morning Prayer Monday to Friday at 8.30am 

Compline Monday to Friday at 8.30pm 

Hosted by Mike Bunclark mbunclark@tiscali.co.uk 

Prayer Meeting Monday at 4.00pm 

Prayers for Peace & Justice Saturday at 12noon  

Hosted by Joan Hazzard joanhazz@gmail.com 

mailto:mbunclark@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:joanhazz@gmail.com

