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Church Calendar for September 

 
Thur 3 St Gregory the Great Bishop & Teacher of the Faith, 604 

Sun 6 13TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Proper 18 

Tue 8 Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Sun 13 14TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Proper 19 

Mon14 Holy Cross Day 

Tue 15 St Cyprian Bishop & Martyr, 258 

Wed 16 St Ninian, Bishop, c432 

Thur 17 St Hildegard Abbess & Visionary, 1179 

Sat 19 St Theodore Archbishop, 690 

Sun 20 15TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Proper 20 

Mon21 St Matthew Apostle & Evangelist 

Wed 23 Ember Day 

Fri 25 Lancelot Andrewes Bishop & Spiritual Writer, 1626; Ember Day 

Sat 26 Wilson Carlile Founder of the Church Army, 1942; Ember Day 

Sun 27 16TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Proper 21 

Tue 29 St Michael and All Angels 

Wed 30 St Jerome translator & Teacher of the Faith, 420 

The little word of love, 

the right time and place 

Will be blessed by God above, 

and watered by His grace. 

Author unknown 
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Welcome to Peter Hart! 
 

Our long wait for a new Rector is finally 

over and we welcome Peter Hart and his 

wife Beverley to the parish and look 

forward to his Institution by Bishop John 

on 1st September.  As Covid 19 caused the 

postponement of the original Institution 

date in May, it has also affected plans for 

the new Institution service.  Due to the 

current government guidelines, attendance 

at the service must be limited to thirty 

people, so only those with a specific role 

will be able to be in Church.  The service 

will, however, be streamed live via 

Facebook so that all those who would 

normally have attended will be able to view 

it from home, as it happens.  The service 

will begin at 6.00pm.  Contingency plans have also been put in place in the 

event of a sudden local lockdown. 

Our prayers and best wishes are with you, Peter, as you begin your ministry 

here with us! 

 

Peter Hart writes: 

I was a little surprised the other day when walking the dog past St Martin’s 

to see my name written up on the board as Rector.  Already, before the 

Institution!  They move fast round here, I thought. 

We moved during some of the hottest weather of the year, but we are in, 

still surrounded by boxes, but gradually they are diminishing and, slowly but 

surely, curtains are going up and rooms are getting sorted.  And there have 

been blessed interruptions – people turning up at the front door with cake 

and scones, or flowers – it has been wonderful and we are most grateful. 

I very much look forward to the Institution on 1st September, and greatly 

regret that so few people can be there, but I hope to meet you all, as many 

as we can legitimately and safely squeeze into St Martin’s on Sunday 6th 

September, for a joyous time of worship and introductions. 

Peter 
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Oberammergau 2022 

More than half our Oberammergau party are still going. So we have 8 

spaces, but only one single room. We leave McCabe’s to work out the 

arithmetic.  We shall enjoy our holiday in Mosern, just south of Seefeld and 

very near Innsbruck, with one night in Oberammergau for the Passion Play. 

Full details from Elizabeth Yarker ( 01905 352997).   

Calling All Knitters 

Children’s hats needed for Albania. Could you make one or two? DK 

washable yarn preferred. Any pattern you like but ribbed styles do best. 

Avoid bobbles, pom poms, tassles, etc as this save on weight. All decoration 

must be political/religious neutral. Please contact Joan Hazzard 

07855806678/joanhazz@gmail.com for a basic pattern. Finishing date is end 

of September so let Joan have finished hats by then so that we can dispatch 

to Truro. They then go to Albania. This was in 2nd August Church Times.  

Spring Harvest 2021 
 

What is Spring Harvest? It is a Christian conference held every year at 

several venues across the 

UK. We would probably 

book our accommodation 

at Minehead, for week 1, 

April 6th to 10th. 

There are: Guest Speakers 

(Archbishops Justin and 

John have been speakers 

at past events); Bible 

studies; seminars about 

current issues or organisations; activities for children of all ages. The theme 

for 2021 is our UNRIVALLED God. 

Visit springharvest.org for more of a flavour of what goes on there. 

 

A few of us have been before, and some would have gone again this year, 

had it not been for coronavirus! 

If you’re interested in finding out more, please contact Gail Rowley 

07886719449/ rowls_spetchleyroad@hotmail.com 

mailto:rowls_spetchleyroad@hotmail.com
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Missionary News 

by Elizabeth Yarker 

 

It’s September and we are thinking ahead to the 
Harvest Festival in October, when “all is safely gathered in.” 

We have been harvesting all summer, with soft fruit now over in the garden, 

green-house tomatoes are ripe and my plant sale rejects are coming on well. The 

first runner beans are delicious. The butterflies are fluttering round the broccoli 
ready to lay eggs where the snails have left room for them. (I haven’t dared look 

for caterpillars yet, but I’m sure 

that they are enjoying harvest 
already.) Plums and apples look 

good. 

So, what about our Harvest 
Produce Sale in October? We 

shall be selling jams and 

marmalades as usual, we hope to 

have cakes and garden produce as well, as usual. However in these unpredictable 
times, we cannot plan too far ahead. What is certain, however, is the desperate 

need of so many people for help and support. We MUST be ready to help them.  

As we enjoy good food, safe homes and many blessings, we thank God for his 

generosity to us, and pray for all people in every kind of need. 

Full details of the Produce Sale will be in the October Magazine, and in the 

Bulletin. 

Courage in the Face of Disaster:  Two recent examples. 

FROM THE WEST INDIES: A year ago, last September, Hurricane Dorian hit 

Abaco and Grand Bahama, the most northerly of the Bahamas, with winds of 185 

mph rising to 200 mph. It stopped over Grand Bahama for almost twenty-four 
hours, bringing huge flood tides which completely destroyed villages in the way. 

Many people lost their lives. The damage took months to clear, with homes and 

businesses still to repair. Queueing for food, water, petrol, took hours. By 
December things seemed a bit more normal, and in January the tourists began to 

trickle back – their main industry. Then Covid 19 struck in March.  

“We are a resilient people. We have been through many hurricanes in the past. 

We know that God has never left us, nor has He forsaken us. We held on to our 
faith, believing that it will produce endurance, and that endurance will have its full 

effect.”  The pandemic has reinforced this trust. Jobs plummeted, queues 

returned, lockdown and curfews prevailed. “Once again we cried out to the Lord 
for help. Like the psalmist, we looked for help from others, - only to realise that 

our help can only come from the Lord, maker of heaven and earth.”   They have 

responded with many online platforms to reach out as the Body of Christ to as 
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many as they can. “The pandemic has been a wake- up call. It has forced us to 
look at our relationship with God and with others. With two disasters within 

ten months the people of Grand Bahama and Abaco have a greater appreciation 

of life. We trust in God that all shall be well..” 

 

FROM LEBANON:  Embrace the Middle East supports 

several long-term projects in Beirut. The devastating 

explosion of the ammonium nitrate store must have 
affected them disastrously. We must hold them in our 

prayers too.  

Tahiddi works in a crowded, deprived area of Beirut, running a health and 
education centre for hard-to-reach children. During the Covid 19 crisis they 

have moved lessons onto WhatsApp, teaching Arabic, maths and English. They 

are amazed at the courage and resilience the children have shown. The family 

phone has to be shared, pay-as-you-go credit runs out, the internet fails. Parents 
worry about the next meal. The staff at Tahiddi spend hours patiently 

encouraging and praising the children’s work online. ‘’Their mission is one of 

hope; the approach is one of solidarity and sincere love.” Embrace also supports 
the Al-Kafaat Foundation which helps thousands of disabled people gain 

education and vocational training, and the Zvartnotz Centre which advocates 

for the employment rights of people with learning disabilities and helps them get 

medical care and counselling. Their work-shops train people in marketable skills, 
and the centre campaigns for their employment rights. We pray for their safety. 

Join our Flock! 

 

Though lockdown may be easing, 

we are still unable to reunite fully 

as a church, with many people still 

shielding or just unable to 

physically join us. As we wait 

and pray for things to become 

more ‘normal’, there is still time 

to make your sheep! They can 

be 2D or 3D (just not bigger 

than 6 inches) and created using anything you like. 

When we can meet again more fully, our sheep will be 

herded into one flock in the church! 
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Robert Smallman - Home at Last! 
 

Many of you will have seen the wonderful pictures of Robert Smallman’s reunion with Gay, 

his wife, on the local BBC news bulletins last month.  Here he gives his account of his 
return home to Worcester after six months in lockdown in New Zealand. 

 

Home again, home again, jiggety jig! 

Here in New Zealand, by the middle of May, things started to return to 

normal, but the plastic screens around shop tills remained, perhaps for 

ever. 

The Government was only allowing in ‘Kiwis’, putting them in lockdown in 

a hotel for two weeks, at the Government’s expense. One of the problems 

is that tourism accounts for more than a third of their income, so what 

were they to do. One way was to get everyone to holiday in their own 

country. The British Council were very good indeed in trying to return 

Brits who wanted to return and laying on about twelve planes after every 

other company had stopped. 

Home is Home, however kind and loving the family were to me, and 

Singapore Airlines started back in July, two flights a week, instead of three a 

day. I got two week’s notice, and the goodbye parties started.  I could not 

believe how the Kiwis were to me. The little great-grandson who could not 

sit up when I arrived was running about when I left, and we became great 

friends, when we saw each other. 

The day arrived and the Auckland Airport was a shadow of what I 

remember, one tiny coffee shop where I sat with two daughters for a last 

few minutes. Tears, yes, but all trying to be brave. Will we ever see each 

other again? 

But the joy of the extended holiday is to cherish for ever. The flight home 

was okay, but we had to wear masks all the time and at Singapore we were 

herded like cattle from one place to another, all the 

shops and cafes closed of course, and very few 

people around. The same scene was at Heathrow. 

Where you gather to get your passport checked 

there was just one person on duty. And there was 

son William, waiting to take me home. 

Well, here I am, home nearly six months later! The 

neighbours had put flags up on the house, and I got 

my one minute of fame when the BBC filmed me 

going to see Gaynor in Fernhill House. My first 

wife’s sister, who is a nun in Glasgow, even saw it on 

the news. What a wonderful advert for the Home! 
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Fun Quiz 
 

We like to think we are not easily influenced by TV advertising, but some 

adverts stick in our brains for years, whether we like it or not!  You will 

probably be surprised by the number of products you can name, based on 

the clues below.  Answers next month. 

 

1.  Tasty, tasty, very, very tasty!  

2.  If you like a lot of chocolate on your biscuit..     

3.  As good today as it’s always been.   

4.  Refreshes the parts other beers cannot reach.  

5.  You’ll never put a better bit of butter on your knife.  

6.  Made to make your mouth water.  

7.  For you, your children, and your children’s children.   

8.  I liked it so much I bought the company.  

9.  The best a man can get.   

10.  The appliance of science.   

11.  Loves the jobs you hate.  

12.  It’s a bit of an animal.   

13.  It’s frothy, man!   

14.  Don’t leave home without it.   

15.  It’s got our name on it. 

16.  Reassuringly expensive.   

17.  What’s the worst that can happen?   

18.  Nowt taken out.  

19.  The world’s local bank.  

20.  It does exactly what it says on the tin.   

☺ I told my suitcases that due to the pandemic, there will be no holiday 

this year. Now I’m dealing with emotional baggage.  

☺ Today, my son asked "Can I have a book mark?" and I burst into tears. 

11 years old and he still doesn't know my name is Brian.  

☺ This morning I saw a neighbour talking to her cat. It was obvious she 

thought her cat understood her. I came into my house and told my 

dog. We laughed a lot.  

☺ Due to the quarantine, I’ll only be telling inside jokes.  

Groaner Puns 
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Are you missing live 

music? 

Several of our regular supporters 

of Coffee Concerts have said how much they miss the Saturday morning 

performances of live music, and we’ve been thinking about what we might be 

able to manage in the future. We’re also aware that musicians are badly 

missing the opportunity to play to a live audience, and of course we all know 

that charities have suffered badly during the pandemic. 

So over the next few weeks we’ll be discussing whether and how we might 

be able to resume the series, using the socially distanced chairs that are 

already set up in the Nave for Sunday worship. Sadly, we wouldn’t be able to 

serve coffee and cakes, but perhaps people could bring their own?  

If you have any thoughts about this, and particularly if you would be keen to 

attend a new style Bring-your-own-Coffee Concert, please do get in touch 

with David and me, and we hope to have more news next month. 

Shirley Scott, Concerts Administrator 

01905 351748  shirley.ssmm@gmail.com 

There’s life in the town! 

No longer ‘locked down’! 

The people stroll out in the sun 

The majestic trees 

Sway in the light breeze 

Like they wanted to join in the 

fun! 

 

Like light after dark! 

We can walk in the park! 

Buy our tea, and sit out on the 

grass! 

We can chat to our friends 

As our loneliness ends 

And we smile at the strangers we 

pass! 

 

Yes there are still queues 

Which cease to amuse 

But things are no longer so black! 

As they sing in that song – 

You miss what is gone, 

But it’s great when at last it 

comes back! 

By Nigel Beeton 

The Lockdown Lifts 
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A new year, a new way of learning 

I hope that this finds you all safe and well.  

As we start out on a new school year, we often reflect on the previous one. 

Last year was certainly like no other! 

Following lockdown in March, we continued to open for key worker children 

until the end of May. It was great to welcome back more children from June 

onwards, albeit those in reception, years 1 and 6. The  children, parents and 

staff all did a great job, following our new procedures in keeping everyone safe. 

Meanwhile, the staff continued to  teach other year groups, through an online 

learning platform, Firefly.  Nearly all of our children accessed this ever since 
lockdown, whilst staff delivered packs of work to the homes of those who 

were unable to. 

Our Key Stage 2 children managed to answer an incredible 27000 questions on 
their learning platform, in addition to all of the work that was completed on 

Firefly. Many thanks to all of our parents who became teachers during the past 

term and a half, as well as juggling their usual busy commitments. 

The staff have been busy over the past three months, planning for our return 

for the new academic year, and school certainly won’t be back to normal. 

Following government guidance, gone are our usual grouped tables, which have 
been replaced by rows of desks, and children will be arriving and leaving at 

staggered times to reduce crowds at the school gate in the morning and 

afternoons. Once again, 

thanks to our parents for 
being so understanding in 

these difficult times for all. 

We are looking forward to 

welcoming Peter Hart to 

Red Hill, when we are able 

to, and cannot wait to return 
to St Martin’s when larger 

groups can congregate. 

Hopefully, it is not too far in 

the future. 

In the meantime, take care, 

and stay safe. 

Spencer Morris 

An Update from Red Hill  

by Headteacher Spencer Morris 
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Messy Church in Lockdown 

Although the “Thank You NHS” banner has been taken 

down, it doesn’t mean we’ve forgotten those important 
workers, nor the eleven families who helped to make it. Messy Church and 

JAM Club families produced the rainbow pictures, which survived storms and 

baking hot, summer sunshine. 

What have the families been doing during the summer months? I know some 

have been away to the seaside having fun on the beach and in the sea. Many 

have caught up with their families creating small group bubbles. At long last, 

little ones have seen their grandparents. 

We have kept in touch with the families through email messages, WhatsApp 

texts and face to face meetings. Social distancing of course. Barbara has 
continued to send birthday cards to our JAM Club families. She has also made 

fabric hearts to send to them with a specially produced card to remind our 

families that we’re still thinking of them all. 

Some families have found this last 6 months a struggle. However, through 

generous donations we have been able to help them with regular food parcels. 

They have really appreciated this gesture, demonstrating the Love and Care of 
our Lord Jesus. 

As September arrives, children will return to school. They will be kept in class 

bubbles. It will be a very different environment to what they experienced 
before lockdown began on March 23rd. Many younger children will possibly 

have difficulty in settling after being at home for so long. Older children and 

teenagers will be excited to meet up with their friends again. But I’m sure some 

of these will have mixed emotions. What about the parents and carers? I 
expect they will breathe a sigh of relief! 

When will Messy Church and JAM Club resume? I’m not sure. There are strict 
guidelines that currently we cannot meet. 

Please pray for: 

• Messy Church and JAM Club, that when we meet up again, families will 

return. 

• The children returning to school. 

• The teachers coping with the new guidelines and regulations. 

• Parents and carers helping their children to settle. 

• Those families who continue to experience difficulties. 

• Finally, please pray for the leaders of Messy Church 

and JAM Club as they continue to maintain contact with 

our families. 

Gail  

Why not 

make a sheep 
for St Martin’s 

flock? (see pg 
7) 
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      A Letter from Dean Peter Atkinson 

Open Conversations 

At the start of the year we held the first round of our ‘Open Conversations’. A 
fantastic 95% of parishes were represented at them and I’m hugely grateful to all 

those who took part. We are planning a further set of conversations in September 
and I hope they will be just as well attended. 

Since those first conversations, the pandemic has changed the world in ways that 
would have been inconceivable six months ago.  That makes these new 

conversations all the more important as we seek together to discern God’s will for 
the future in challenging times. 

Conversation is an essential part of the Christian life. It’s no accident that the word 
‘conversion’ is related to the word ‘conversation’. To converse is to be connected. 

The conversation continues as we continually turn towards the person with whom 
we’re speaking. The word conversion literally means ‘to keep turning’ to God in 
conversation. God comes to us individually and corporately. As we turn to one 

another in conversation to share our insights, we turn to God for conversion. Only 
together can we discern his will for us. 

Jesus came to proclaim the Kingdom of God and in this diocese we are clear that 

we are called to be Kingdom People of love, compassion, justice and freedom. And 
to grow as Kingdom People, we need to have churches across the Diocese which 

               Let’s Clap the Unheroes Too! 

We’ve clapped the healthworkers and the carers. We’ve applauded 
Captain Tom. Medals are being struck and honours will be 
awarded for those who have given exceptional service to the 

community during the pandemic.  Absolutely right. There are many 
heroes to be honoured. 

But I want to spare a clap for the unheroes too. The unheroes are those of us who 
haven’t managed to do anything exceptional during the pandemic. We haven’t risen 

to the occasion, or given conspicuous service to the community. Frankly we hated 
the lockdown. Perhaps we were ill, or shielding, or furloughed from work, or 
working from home, and we found it depressing.  We were confused by the 
disruption of our ordinary routines. We grumbled a lot.  We never quite 

discovered an answer to that terrifying future question, ‘And what did you do 
during the pandemic, grandad?’ We didn’t even tidy the attic.  

So why do we, the unheroes, deserve a small round of applause? Because we stuck 
it out. We hated every minute of it, but we kept to the rules, we stayed at home, 

and we didn’t put other people’s lives at risk.  We were part of an enormous global 
effort to contain the spread of coronavirus and prevent it from killing yet more 
people. To that extent, we did our bit. We too saved lives. That’s what we did 

during the pandemic. 
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Positive Points from the PCC 
 

On 14th  July the PCC held its very first meeting via Zoom.  Nick Harrison reports on a 

number of issues discussed. 

 Malcolm reported that, due to the Coronavirus lockdown, the Archdeacon’s 
Visitation had this year taken place by telephone!  Anyone interested in the 

questions and answers submitted should speak to Malcolm or Elizabeth 
Yarker. 

 David Scott reported that new pigeonholes have been installed in the Lower 

Vestry for use by the choir. 

 Elizabeth Yarker was thanked for her hard work in keeping the Rectory 

garden in order during the vacancy. 

 The use of Zoom for conducting services during the lockdown was 
discussed.  It was generally felt that the services had been a success.  One 

positive point for the choir was that they were able to see the face of the 
preacher!  Particular thanks was expressed to Robin Walker for singing and 
accompanying the hymns.  As well as the Sunday morning service there had 

been regular attendance at Compline, Morning Prayer and Mid-week 
eucharist services as well.  Arrangements are being made to live-stream 
services on Facebook once the church reopens for public worship. 

 Following the completion of the risk assessment by Malcolm it was agreed to 
begin services in the main body of the church on 9th August.  Guidance will 
be published to allow attendees to know what to expect, and arrangements 

will be made for extra cleaning. 

 It was agreed that the Annual Parochial Church Meeting, postponed from 

April, will be held on Sunday 11th October. 

 Shirley reported that the Three Choirs Festival, due to take place in 
Worcester this year had been deferred to 2021.  Hopefully the events 

scheduled to take place in St Martin’s will be able to take place then. 

are healthy and sustainable.  

These conversations will enable us to explore what a healthy and sustainable church 

might look like in our own context – regardless of the size of our congregation or 
whether our church is urban, rural or something in between. This is a chance to 
reflect on what our future might hold as we seek to worship God, make new 

disciples, share hope and transform our communities. 

The meetings will be held online using Zoom, but will follow a similar format to the 
previous open conversations, with opportunities for people to contribute in small 

groups. There will also be other opportunities to engage for those unable to use 
Zoom – you can find out more at www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/open-conversations. 

Please do take part if you can. May we converse well and, as we do so, be 
continually converted! 

Bishop John 

http://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/open-conversations
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Suitcase Stories 

 

As holidays are likely to be extremely limited this year as we ease out of lockdown, 

we invite you to take a virtual holiday, with the memories of favourite holidays of 

some of our readers.  Many thanks to all who contributed! 

 

Kath’s Memorable Trip 

23 January 1995 

Kath Sheppard 

 
Up early – special day!   Next stop Birmingham Airport.  At the last moment my 
friend could not come with me so I was travelling alone.  No problem.  The next 

seat to me in the aircraft was taken by a lady from Kidderminster, also alone, so we 
stayed together. 
We were told that the aircraft was a McDonald Douglas with the name Ben 

Crosland.  We were flying over Daventry, London (7 miles up!) and Dover, then 
over Ostend, Stuttgart and the Bremer Pass with a tail wind of 130, so we were 
doing 600 miles an hour!!  The pilot said it was the quickest time he had ever taken 

for that journey. 
So we landed – Italian passport checks no problem.  Guide to meet us, but surprise 
– we were shepherded into a boat.  Grey morning, and 40 minute journey, storks 

perching on the rocks as we passed by not bothered at seeing us.  At last we began 
to see the places which have been photographed so many times, as the guide told us 
where we were passing each time. 

The floods had just receded, remember this was January, and the trestles, which 
they use as walkways when the water is up, were stacked in piles near the buildings. 
It was only wet and muddy underfoot as we stepped onto “dry land” near St. Mark’s 

Square.  It was misty and grey and cold, but not raining.  We were to have a lady 
giving us a tour for one and a quarter hours.  
First of all we went into St. Mark’s Basilica.  Up a step to keep the water out, then 

down onto the beautiful mosaic floor – so many different patterns before you even 
start to look up.  The lights were low to preserve the ‘wall paintings’, but what an 
amazing Church – so much gold on the upper levels. Great marble columns topped 
with ornamental arches.  Then there were the ‘paintings’, but they were actually 

mosaics – what workmanship, and how intricate!  There are five domes, all 
beautifully decorated, and we were treated to a short burst of light to illuminate the 
gold.  The Golden Altar Screen is a ‘medieval masterpiece’ by Venetian goldsmiths 

dating from 978 till finally being re-composed in 1345.  There are now 80 enamel 
plaques with diamonds, emeralds, rubies  and topaz scattered around them.  The 
central detail represents Christ with the four evangelists in circles of gold in the 

corners of the panel.  We wandered around trying to take it all in. 
After such an experience, we went back outside to take our breath and admire the 
huge frontage, and again, the mosaics there.  The Bell Tower nearby, a landmark, 
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 ➔ 

was unfortunately closed for renovation, but our walking tour took in the outside 

of the Doges Palace and the Bridge of Sighs.  We then all walked to a Murano Glass 
shop nearby, where of course we bought our souvenirs, including the famous masks 
which are a feature of the Carnival in February each year.  We were invited to go 

for an optional half-hour gondola ride at 4.30, and soon assembled a full 
complement of eight passengers for each boat, so that it was not too expensive per 
head.  

We had four hours total free time, so we had lunch, and my new friend and I 
decided that we would like to see the Rialto Bridge again, having seen it from the 
Vaporetto.  It was quite a long walk, but we found it and the market to one side, 

took our photos and went back for our gondola ride.  This started on the smaller 
canals, and was very interesting.  Nearly everything was done with a boat of some 
kind, and we went under small footbridges and round corners, then we emerged on 
to the Grand Canal – oh dear – rather frightening to be so close to the deep water 

and huge width of the canal.  I was glad when we were back.  We had time for a 
cup of tea before meeting at 5.15 for our return boat ride 
to Marco Polo Airport.  We landed at Birmingham as 

arranged, to be met by my husband.  What a wonderful day out 
– all done by Airtours.  I would love to go back, we only touched it 

briefly, but I can still say that I went to Venice!   

 

Tony’s Tuscan Tour 

Tony Hazzard 

San Gimignano 
If one asked a large number of people to list their favourite destinations in Italy  

their responses would probably cover the whole of the country from the peaks and 
foothills of the Alps, across the flat lands about the Po Valley, down through the 
hills of the Apennines passing Rome and Naples and skirting the Amalfi coast via 

Pompei and Sorrento, down to the deep south and across the Straits of Messina to 
the enchanting countryside of Sicily full of ancient Greek settlements and to never-
to-be-forgotten cliff-top Taormina. 
Armed with all that choice, most included would be Tuscany covering Florence, 

Siena, Pisa, Lucca and San Gimignano all in or near to the valley of the River Arno. 
Of these, medieval San Gimignano, once prominent as a prosperous stopover on 
the pilgrim routes to Rome, has the unique feature of thirteenth-century towers 

(constructed because of inter-family competition) which reached a total number of 
over fifty. Today, there are but thirteen, each straight and erect giving a small 
impression of the earlier grandeur. The present tallest is perhaps two hundred feet 

high and provides unforgettable views over the surrounding countryside.  
Leaving behind us and moving towards the ancient south-east entrance gate we 
come to the doorway to a convenient hotel on the pedestrianised heavily paved 

street lined with a shoe shop, one or two cafes and a pharmacist.  
Through the doorway, there is the dining room with, in winter-time or in summer, 
‘the finest view in the whole of Europe’. (But there are many others.)   
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Elizabeth’s Asian Adventure 

 1987 

Elizabeth Yarker 

 

“Where did you two meet?”  someone asked, as I chatted to my old friend, 

Joyce. “Oh! Outer Mongolia, I should think,” she said.  What a holiday! 

Twenty four hours in Moscow - time for a quick dash round the Kremlin 

churches and Red Square. (Barley porridge x4).  Then Ulan Bataar -  Tibetan 

monks, strange palaces, a trip across the steppe to visit a yurt, and a yak or 

two. (Eidelweiss! and superb yoghurt.)  Then a slow train across the Gobi 

Desert, changing the wheels at the Chinese border, to reach Datong for 

breakfast. (Chop-sticks, then water-melon ten days running.) What a 

fascinating place! Two Buddhist monasteries; and the thirty –foot high 

Buddhas at Yunggang grottoes. The Nine-Dragon Wall kept evil spirits out. 

(Ordinary nobles had two or three-Dragon spirit walls.) A tour of the 

world’s last steam-engine factory – no fuss about health-and-safety there. 

Another sleeper, to Beijing - Hard Class. (Don’t ask!)  Time for the usual 

sights; Tien An Men Square, the Forbidden City, the Temple of Heaven, the 

Summer Palace, the Observatory, and a newly –opened stretch of the Great 

Wall at Mutianyu, dodging the unmade bits of road. Then the obligatory 

Pekin Duck. Onwards – by air – to Shenyang, home of the Qing Dynasty, 

and their striking palaces and dramatic tombs. Later the Japanese made 

Shenyang their headquarters, starting the Sino-Japanese war here. We 

moved on; by slow train to Dandong on the Yalu River, the border with 

North Korea.  A river trip showed us the side of N. 

Korea they do not show tourists. (A plate of frogs! 

Sorry, no thank you.) 

Then over the new bridge, not the broken one the 

US bombed, into N.Korea. Slow train to Pyong Yang, 

the capital. The half day City Tour turned out to be a two-day trip to 

Kaesong for Pan Mun Jong and the negotiating table. “Even the Americans 

have Mothers!” A quick dodge round the Table took us formally into South 

Korea. S.Koreans waved from the viewing platform. U.S. soldiers asked, 

“What’s North Korea like?” We said, ”Beautiful, but VERY strange.”  Time 

to see a Korean royal  tomb in a Gingseng field, before the train back to 

Pyong Yang. Soon we were off again, bouncing across N.Korea to the 

Diamond Mountains. (Roads poor. Blame the Americans.)  Just north of the 

border, this had been a battle zone, like Kaesong; we saw napalm damage 

and slogans on the mountainside as we walked up to Kum Gang San Spring, 

famous for curing anything Gingseng didn’t. Then a Korean-style Seafood 

Banquet , (a lovely change from Kimchi). Returning, we dipped a cautious toe 
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into the Sea of Japan. ”Careful! It’s mined!” 

Finally we toured  Pyong Yang. It is a very democratic country. The vast 

Parliament building sees its MPs for THREE WHOLE DAYS each year.  We 

did not buy “The Thoughts of Kim Il Sung, our Great Leader” at the empty 

airport on the way home.  

 

Nick’s Iona Pilgrimage 

Nick Harrison 

A few months ago, Rob Farmer wrote in the magazine about the Celtic 

Christian concept of ‘thin places’, where the veil between heaven and earth 

is tissue-paper thin.  Iona, the tiny island off Mull in the Inner Hebrides is 

just such a place. 

My visit there was as part of a pilgrimage from a group fromWorcester 

churches led by James Butterworth, former precentor at the Cathedral, and 

Hazel Hughes, one-time Deaconess at St Martin’s. 

We travelled overnight on the train to Glasgow, and then on to Oban and 

via ferry and coach across Mull to Iona, arriving in the cold and driving rain 

of a Scottish summer. 

We stayed at the Bishop’s House which hosts retreats, and where we 

helped in turn with domestic duties, as well as assisting with services in the 

small chapel. 

The House is situated very close to the Abbey and looks out across the 

Sound of Iona.  With very few vehicles allowed, and few proper roads it is 

easy to imagine that most of Iona is the same as it was in Columba’s time. 

We visited The White Strand of the Monks, a beautiful beach with brilliant 

white sand where the Abbot of Iona and fifteen of the religious community 

were massacred by Viking invaders.  Given the peace and tranquility of the 

place it was difficult to imagine the island had such a violent past. 

We sat and prayed  at the Hill of the Seat, the hill overlooking the beach of 

the seat, said to have been a favourite place of St Columba, where he would 

come to meditate on his coming end, in his final years. 

The Marble Quarry contains some of the oldest rocks on earth, and some 

of this marble was used to make the altar in the Abbey, and the Cross of St 

Martin made  around 800AD which stands next to it. 

Most of our time was spent, not in the Abbey or the Bishop’s House, but 

outside in the places Columba would have known.  It is a place where time 

seems unimportant.  On Iona you can believe that it is not only heaven 

where there is no time , and there is only peace. 
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Parish Register 

Parish and People 

Funerals 

 

16 July     Dorothy Tyrrell        Sebright Avenue 

29 July     Pauline Jones         Battenhall Rise 

11 Aug     Les Heath               Midhurst Close 

Golden Couple 

Congratulations to David and Val Hall who celebrated their Golden 

Wedding Anniversary on 22nd August.  Val and Dave were married at St 

Matthew’s, Ronkswood, and have spent most of their married life in the 

Parish. 

 

Furniture for Sale 

Carol Currie is changing her lounge furniture and would like to offer her 

two and three-seater sofas, together with an armchair and footstool to a 

good home for £200, with half the proceeds going to church funds.  The 

buyer would need to arrange their own transport. 

If you are interested please contact Carol at 

carol.currie45@btinternet.com  

 

Foodbank Shopping List 

The most recent shopping list from the 

Worcester Foodbank includes supermarket 

giftcards, sponge puddings, cooking oil, salt and 

pepper, mixed herbs, spices, tomato puree, gravy 

granules, oxo cubes, shampoo, deodorant.  Please remember the foodbank 

when you do your shopping! 

mailto:carol.currie45@btinternet.com
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www.facebook.com/stmartinsworcester  

 

If you have any news or an article that you wish to be included 

in the next issue, for October 2020, please email it to Nick 

Harrison (nick.harrison491@gmail.com) and Hannah Parry 

(hannahjoyparry@hotmail.co.uk) by Friday 18th 

September. 

The issue for October 2020 will be published on Sunday 27th 

September. 

Contacts 

 

Team Rector The Revd Peter Hart 355119 

Assistant Curate The Revd Dr Robin Parry 764651 

Licensed Reader Mike Bunclark 355585 

Organist & Choir Director John Swindells 

Churchwarden Malcolm McMurray 353470 

Churchwarden Elizabeth Yarker 352997  

Safeguarding Officer Sheila Treacher 767840 

Parish Centre Manager  Malcolm McMurray  353470 

Parish Centre Bookings Joan Hazzard 07855 806678 

joanhazz@gmail.com  

Magazine 

Distribution Manager George Bushell 352549 

Magazine Editor Nick Harrison 07936 850844  
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THE PARISH OF ST MARTIN WITH ST PETER 

 

Coronavirus – Covid–19 

As some restrictions relating to places of worship are lifted, we will be 

following guidance from the Church of England and the Diocese.  Please see 

the Weekly Bulletin for the most up to date information regarding use of the 

church building and Parish Centre. 

The Worcester South East Team of clergy are working on ways to continue 

serving the needs of our parishes.  

The Team Office at St Martin’s is closed to 

visitors but can still be reached by phone and 

email. For Pastoral Support please 

contact the Revd Andy Stand on 

01905 358150, 

andy.stand@sky.com 

 

For details about weekly 

online services, please see 

the website or contact 

the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PARISH & TEAM OFFICE AT ST MARTIN’S  
London Road, Worcester, WR5 2ED    

01905 358083  

worcestersoutheastteam@gmail.com 

www.stmartinsworcester.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/stmartinsworcester 

Team Administrator: Rebecca Caskie 

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10.00am 

to 1.00pm (closed Wednesday) 

Please contact the Team Administrator to arrange  
Baptisms, Thanksgivings, Marriages or Blessings 


