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Church Calendar for April 

Sun 5 PALM SUNDAY 

Mon 6 Monday in Holy Week 

Tues 7 Tuesday in Holy Week 

Wed 8 Wednesday in Holy Week 

Thur 9 Maundy Thursday 

Fri 10 Good Friday 

Sat 11 Holy Saturday  

Sun 12 EASTER DAY 

Mon 13 Monday in Easter Week 

Tues 14 Tuesday in Easter Week 

Wed 15 Wednesday in Easter Week 

Thur 16 Thursday in Easter Week 

Fri 17 Friday in Easter Week 

Sat 18 Saturday in Easter Week 

Sun 19 2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Tues 21 St Anselm Abbot, Archbishop, Teacher of the Faith, 1109 

Thu 23 St George Martyr, patron of England, c304 

Fri 24 St Mellitus Bishop, 624 

Sat 25 St Mark the Evangelist 

Sun 26 3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Wed 29 St Catherine of Siena Teacher of the Faith, 1380 
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News & Notices Regular Features 

Special Features 

In this Issue 

Due to the unusual 

circumstances we find ourselves 

in at the moment, the features in 

this (shorter) magazine differ 

slightly from the usual format.  

There are several new features 

that we would love to have your 

involvement with. If you have 

anything to say in next month’s 

magazine, no matter how long or 

short, please email it to Hannah 

(hannahjoyparry@hotmail.co.uk)  

and Nick

(nick.harrison491@gmail.com). 
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   Virtues and Viruses 

This month we celebrate Easter, the most important 

festival of the Christian Year, and yet in 2020 we face the 

distressing situation of not being able to celebrate the feast together. It 

might feel like Easter has been cancelled, but it has not! Resurrection delays 

for no one and nothing. Here are three thoughts to help us think about the 

situation constructively. 

I. Lenten Opportunity 

“Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the 

devil” (Matthew 4:1) 

This unprecedented situation of mass self-isolation has fallen during Lent, a 

season in which Christians draw inspiration from Jesus’ forty days and nights 

in the wilderness, being tested. His was a social self-isolation far more 

extreme than any of us face. Now, we are doing what we can to take the 

edge off this situation, to protect the most vulnerable, but there is only so 

much that we can do. The fact is that for a while we are all going to have 

considerably less busy lives than we otherwise would. For some of us that 

will be a difficult adjustment and we need to help and support one another 

in it.  

How we respond to the situation will make all the difference to how we 

experience it. Why not choose to see this as a positive opportunity to 

declutter our lives, to spend some more time in prayer and reading 

Scripture, to spend some time in actual silence, and to dream up new and 

creative ways to do acts of kindness for others (more on that elsewhere in 

the magazine). The Christian monastic traditions have much to teach us 

here about setting aside time from the normal run of life so that we can 

dwell in the presence of God. Coronavirus has, in a way, forced the church 

into a Lenten retreat, a time in the wilderness. Why not embrace it as an 

opportunity for moving forward with God? As the old Chinese proverb 

says: It is better to light a candle than to curse the darkness.  

II. Light beyond Darkness 

“Weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the 

morning” (Psalm 30:5) 

At the heart of the Easter story are the events surrounding the death and 

resurrection of the Messiah. A crucifixion was a hideous form of torture 

Curate’s Corner 

Rev Robin’s Ramblings 
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and execution—considered so gross that polite Romans would never speak 

of it. The horror was not simply the physical pain of being nailed to a cross 

and left to slowly die, powerless to do anything about it, but also the 

profound social shame and humiliation of being displayed as a piece of trash, 

weak and naked, for all to see. The message was clear: this man is no king, 

he is a joke and we reject him.  

How did Jesus face the griefs of Calvary? According to the Gospels, Jesus 

knew that beyond the suffering of the cross lay the joy of the resurrection. 

It was the hope on the other side of the suffering that enabled him to keep 

going. The book of Hebrews puts it this way: “For the joy set before him 

[Jesus] endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 

hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2). He looked with scorn on the 

public humiliation because he could see past it. The key was resurrection 

hope. 

Scripture is clear that in this world we will have sorrows and sufferings. The 

gospel does not protect Christians from sorrow and tragedy. Quite the 

contrary, Scripture assures us that we will suffer with Christ. But it also 

promises resurrection light on the other side of suffering. This hope has 

animated Christians over the centuries and enabled them to keep going in 

the face of very difficult situations.  

The circumstances we face with coronavirus are different for each of us—

some of us face little danger to our own health whereas others of us are 

much more at risk; some of us are very anxious about it while others are 

more relaxed. All of us, however, can draw hope and inspiration from the 

Easter story: even in the darkness of Golgotha, we can look past it to the 

light of Easter; it may be Friday, but Sunday’s coming.  

III. Living the Resurrection 

“We have been buried with [Christ] by baptism into death, so 

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, so we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4) 

What does Jesus’ resurrection mean for us? Many things, but allow me to 

mention one. The raising of Jesus from death, according to St Paul, has 

communal implications. The community of the baptized are those whose 

values and lives are redefined by the story of Christ’s death and 

resurrection. His story defines our own. His identity shapes our identity.  

St Paul says that believers should let old values die (greed, selfish anger, 

gossip, racism, and such like) and clothe themselves with the resurrection 

values of Jesus himself: “clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another, and, if anyone has 
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a complaint against another, forgive each other. . . . Above all, clothe 

yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony” (Colossians 3:12–14). Notice that the vices that must die are 

community-eroding vices and the virtues that we put on are community-

enriching virtues. When the church is living together in love, kindness, 

gentleness, patience, and so on, we are quite literally living out the 

resurrection life of Jesus. That is what resurrection life looks like in a 

community. 

Now coronavirus presents a new challenge for us. If living out Jesus’ 

resurrection in our own lives is something that we must do together then 

how can we do that in a situation in which we cannot gather or even visit 

one another? It makes it tricky. But life will find a way, and resurrection life 

even more so. The Spirit of God is not constrained and “the word of God 

cannot be chained” (2 Timothy 2:9). Resurrection life has a way of rolling 

away stones and bursting out of tombs!  

So here is your homework: put on your thinking caps and dream of all the 

myriad ways that you can express God’s love and concern for others in this 

new landscape. Look for opportunities to love one another. Let’s see how 

God can turn this nasty situation into an opportunity for blessing.   

Robin Parry 
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The time for moving to Worcester, setting up home again in 

the city, and starting a new phase of ministry is rapidly ap-

proaching, and I am getting rather excited.  My wife and I 

have lived in Worcester before.  We moved from Swansea 

to the Warndon Villages in 1992, where I was the first in-

cumbent for about three hundred years, and certainly the 

first ecumenical minister ever in the parish.  That experience of a new form 

of working, in a new and growing community, has coloured my ministry 

since.  Establishing community partnerships has been at the heart of a lot of 

my work, both within the parish and across a broader range of social 

groups, so that the Church is made visible in every day life, and has some-

thing positive to contribute to its local community. 

I have been in sole charge of my parishes since Warndon St Nicholas, and 

now I am going to be part of a ministry team.  The role of Vicar can be 

quite a solitary experience, so I am very keen to embrace team working, to 

have colleagues to bounce ideas around, to support and be supported.  Al-

so, there is a whole new area of the city for us to get to know.  Our chil-

dren have grown up and moved away from home, and there are grandchil-

dren in Swansea now, but there is much to explore, much to encounter, 

and in some ways I can’t wait to get started. 

However, there is the small matter of Lent, Holy Week and Easter to work 

through here in Kew.  We are focussing on the Church of England 40 Day 

Challenge #LiveLent: Care for God’s Creation, and it has already thrown up 

some interesting challenges.  It is one of the first digital Lent courses, and 

many in the congregation are now engaging with it online, as they travel to 

work, as they seek some space to pray and reflect during each day of Lent.  

Prayer and reflection in the presence of God are being transformed in this 

digital age, and it is most encouraging to see this new way of meeting God 

being embraced. 

May your Lenten discipline be blessed, your Holy Week and Easter observa-

tion transformative, and look out for new arrivals on St Catherine’s Hill 

from the beginning of May. 

Peter Hart 

Archdeacon Robert is working hard to ensure that all the necessary legal 

formalities are in place for Rev Peter Hart to become Team Rector on 

May 17th as arranged. We do not yet know when Peter and Beverley will 

be able to move here, but here is a little introduction written by him. 

Vacancy News 
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Missionary News 

by Elizabeth Yarker 
 

 

 

Lent Appeal for Christian Aid 

It’s a difficult time. Our Lent Lunch on March 15th was 

cancelled by the ban on catering, but we were able to sell 

some of the food on Sunday morning. Thank you for raising 

£125 for Christian Aid.  

Christian Aid is campaigning against Climate Change. Here it means flooding. 

In Kenya it is years without reliable rainfall. There, drought is serious. Crops 

have failed. Animals are weak and people are hungry. It takes Beatrice eight 

hours with her two donkeys to fetch water from the river. Four jerrycans 

supply her family, and she sells four to buy food for them. “It’s so tiring,“ she 

says. In Masue, Esther set out at 6am to find water, and didn’t get home to 

make breakfast until 9 or 10am.She was lucky. Christian Aid’s partner ADSE 

(Anglican Development Services – Eastern) helped them build a rock 

catchment which harvests rainwater that runs off rocky outcrops and stores 

it in tanks. It supplies 150 families and the local school. Now Esther can send 

the children to school fed, washed and on time. Esther now grows casava, 

cowpeas, and pumpkins as well as maize and beans. Energetically, she leads 

the Masue women planting trees to combat soil erosion. 

In Makueni Faith and Stephen and their five children were hungry. The 

drought was so severe that they did not even try to farm. “When I was 

young there was a lot of rain, and food was plenty. Today the rains are very 

poor.” ADSE built a sand dam near their home. It catches the rain and stores 

enough to support 1000 people for a year. The dam can last for over fifty 

years and is easy to maintain. What a difference it makes! Faith now grows 

vegetables. Her excellent tomato crop paid the children’s school fees and 

bought her two cows and a plot of land. She has extended her house (they 

made their own bricks) and installed a toilet. “I’m happy,” she said. 

We can help more people live full lives, more children receive education and 

fewer people fall ill. The big red Emergency envelope are at the back of 

church. Once the coronavirus restrictions are eased, if you can, pop in, pick 

one up, slip some money in and post it through the church letter box. 

(Alternatively, any envelope will do, marked Christian Aid, or Lent Appeal.) 

Or send a cheque to Christian Aid, Lent Appeal, 35 Lower Marsh, London 

SE1 7RL, or phone 020 7523 2269 to give by card, or pay on-line at caid.org/

lent.  Thank you. 
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Plant Sale (May 9th) 

The coronavirus has scuppered our usual plans, and our coffee 

morning. However, we have promised to send USPG half our 

money for “Education for Change” in Sri Lanka. As you know 

this wide-ranging project is improving health and education for 

the people who pick our tea. They start with expectant mothers, then 

through clinics, nurseries and primary school, then they help more advanced 

pupils with bursaries. 

So we are looking at innovative ways to hold our popular Plant Sale without 

putting anyone at risk from the virus. We do not yet know exactly what we 

can do. If you have any good ideas, please get in touch with me. We will 

publish the details as soon as we can.  

So please keep nurturing cuttings and seedlings. Divide a few perennials. Look 

out for useful plants. We know that there is a demand for them. 

 

Christian Aid Week (May 10th-16th) 

Here is the latest coronavirus update from Christian Aid: 
 

Many of you will have been planning house-to-house collections and 

events. Under the current circumstances, sadly, house-to-house 

collections and delivery-only collections should not go ahead. We are 

looking at alternative ways to virtually meet, share, and pray with 

supporters over the coming months . . . .   

We are working on alternative plans that will allow people to take part 

in Christian Aid Week in different, creative ways – by post, by text, and 

online that strengthen our communities during this challenging time. 

Christian Aid Week is our single-most important fundraiser, so we 

would welcome your ideas on how we can creatively show love for 

our neighbours at home and abroad, as a community.  

Looking globally, Ms Mukwashi writes, “We and our partners already have 

experience of limiting the spread of infection during the Ebola Crisis, and we 

will build on this experience to continue to stand with communities living in 

poverty during this period…  Many are already living with reduced health 

resilience because of extreme poverty, or in overcrowded camps and in 

countries which do not have the healthcare infrastructures needed to combat 

widespread disease. We will be working to limit the impact of Covid-19.  

Please pray for us.” 

Final details will be ready for the May Magazine and on the website as soon as 

possible. And there will be more news from Kenya too. 
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St Martin’s Church during the Coronavirus 

 

Although our building is sadly out of action and we are forbidden to gather, 

we are still able to meet online, in cyberspace. The church is first and 

foremost people, the community of 

Christ, not a building. The church is 

wherever we are, and right now 

that is at home. You are very 

welcome to join with us in prayer 

and worship from your homes. All 

you need is a computer and an 

internet connection. The following 

services will be available each week 

until things return to normal.  

 

MIDWEEK 

Morning Prayer:   Monday to Friday at 8.30am  

Compline:   Monday to Friday at 8.30pm (from 30th  

     March) 

Prayer meeting:  Monday at 4pm 

Midweek Eucharist:  Wednesday at 10am 

 

SUNDAYS 

Morning Worship:   Sundays at 10am  

Evening Worship:  Sundays at 6pm 

 

You will need to be sent a ‘link’ to join any of these online gatherings. To 

receive one all you need to do is to contact us. 

For Morning Prayer on Mondays or Compline, please email Mike 

Bunclark on mbunclark@tiscali.co.uk.  

For the prayer meetings on Mondays, please email Joan Hazzard on 

joanhazz@gmail.com.  

For all other services, please email Revd Rob Farmer on 

revdrobfarmer@gmail.com.  

During my enforced social isolation I struck up a conversation 

with a spider. Interesting chap. Told me he was a web designer! 

† 

mailto:mbunclark@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:joanhazz@gmail.com
mailto:revdrobfarmer@gmail.com
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       The Children’s Society Box 

Opening 2020 

Thank you to all who have been box-holders for 

The Children’s Society and to those who have 

made donations in the last year. The splendid sum 

of £912.66 has been sent to the Society and this will help with their 

continuing work on behalf of disadvantaged children and young people in this 

country. This is the largest amount we have raised from our box opening to 

date - exceeding last year’s collection by 27p! 

I have been asked by various box holders if it is ok to put notes in the boxes 

as well as small change. This is certainly most acceptable! Any cheques need 

to be made payable to The Children’s Society. 

If you would like a Children’s Society collection box to put your loose 

change in, or would like to make a donation at any time, please ring me. 

Boxes will next be opened in February 2021 but if your box needs emptying 

before this date please let me know! Thank you. 

Jo Wheldon (01905 354249) 

Please note when filling  your boxes that the banks will not accept any 

foreign coins!  

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 
 

We have now heard that the deadline for holding APCMs has been 

extended until the end of October.  This means that the Churchwardens 

and PCC members will remain in office until the APCM (date to be 

determined), and current Deanery Synod representatives remain in office 

until 30th November 2020 (instead of 30th June). 

We express our grateful thanks to Churchwardens Malcolm and Elizabeth, 

to Robin and Mike and all Team staff for all their hard work, particularly for 

the extra work caused by the current pandemic situation. 

NH 

“Waiter, waiter, there’s a twig in my soup.” 

“Okay sir, I’ll just fetch the branch manager. “ 
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Coronavirus COVID-19 and St Martin’s Finances 

Members of St Martin’s Church and the local community are clearly 

suffering along with the rest of the country during the Coronavirus 

pandemic. It’s a difficult time for all of us. The help pathways and networks 

that the church has are disrupted as never before during this time of “self-

isolation”. 

As well as this, the church finances have taken a direct hit. We’ve lost 

several income streams immediately, such as the rents from the Parish 

Centre, and the income from concerts and other fundraising activities. 

Currently no-one knows how long this will last. In the meantime, the 

church expenses continue much as before. Parish Share, energy bills, 

insurance premiums and salaries still need to be paid. The net effect is that 

the shortfall between income and expenditure is estimated at £4,000 each 

and every month while this situation continues. If this shortfall is not 

reduced, very difficult financial decisions will need to be taken later in the 

year, which will adversely affect everything we have supported in the past. 

Please remember to support St Martin’s financially at the moment so that 

we will continue to thrive when this pandemic is over. Hopefully those 

donors who pay by bank standing order will be able to continue, although 

we appreciate that individual circumstances may mean that some people 

won’t be able to donate as much as previously. If you belong to the church 

envelope scheme, please consider setting up a standing order instead. This 

means that your donation will go to St Martin’s whether or not normal 

service is resumed soon.  If you don’t wish to do this, please put the 

donations aside that you would normally include in an envelope and donate 

to St Martin’s when we’re back to normal. The church bank account 

information for setting up a standing order is available from Christine 

Williams, Planned Giving Recorder, and from Garth Williams, Treasurer. 

Both can be reached by phoning 01905 830638 or by email to 

garth.powick@btinternet.com. 

You can donate directly to St Martins via the church website 

www.StMartinsWorcester.org.uk. Click on the “Giving” tab, scroll down 

the page to “one-off gift”, click on the “Donate” button and follow the on-

screen instructions. 

Finally, it’s likely in the present situation that many more people will shop 

on-line so there is a way that St Martin’s can benefit from this. The church 

is registered with two internet shopping schemes who donate a small 

percentage of their profits to good causes at no cost to the purchaser: 

mailto:garth.powick@btinternet.com
http://www.StMartinsWorcester.org.uk
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• Easyfundraising is a charity fundraising service which collects 

and distributes donations from many on-line retailers. Register 

on-line at www.easyfundraising.org.uk and choose “St Martin’s 

Worcester” as your favoured charity.  Contact David Scott for 

further information. His email address is davidascott42@gmail.com. 

• Amazon Smile collects and distributes donations from Amazon 

on-line retailers. Register at www.smile.amazon.co.uk and 

choose “St Martin’s Worcester” as your favoured charity. 

Full instructions on how to use these services are available on their 

respective websites. 

Garth Williams 

The impact of the pandemic on our church life also extends to the many ways  

that we open our doors to the public for concerts and music rehearsals. Coffee 

Concerts and Tiny Tunes are cancelled for at least the next few months, and we 

shall do our best to reschedule the programmes that have already been planned 

and rehearsed. The Worcestershire Symphony Orchestra has had to cancel 

their weekly rehearsals in St Martin’s and their 10th Anniversary Concert that 

was due to be held in the Cathedral on 9 May. Their next concert is booked 

for 4 July in St Martin’s, and that date is being held for the time being. 

This summer the Three Choirs Festival is due to take place in Worcester, and 

plans have included an unprecedented number of events in St Martin’s, largely 

due to the fact that we now have a lovely grand piano suitable for professional 

recitals, as well as our fine organ. The Festival issued this statement on 24 March: 

‘We remain optimistic that the present situation will be behind us by July but 

recognise that even if we are able to proceed, adjustments to the artistic and 

logistical planning of the festival are likely to be required and cannot presently be 

anticipated.’ Updates will be on 3choirs.org/news/2020  

Meanwhile, if you’re missing music given by local musicians, do have a look at 

Worcester Cathedral Choir’s Facebook page, where the Cathedral musicians  

have been live streaming Daily Music at 6.30pm since 18 March. They are all 

still available on the page: facebook.com/worcestercathedralchoir 

Please stay safe and well, and we look forward to resuming our music-making 

at St Martin’s as soon as it’s safe to do so. 

Shirley Scott, Concerts Administrator 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk
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There are no words 

When a son hangs naked 

On a brutal cross 

Hands and feet crushed by nails 

Thorns piercing a bowing head. 

There are no words when a body is 

breaking 

Under the venomous weight of a 

crowd’s frenzy 

when a spirit is slowly drained 

 

There are no words, 

Except 

His words 

‘Behold your mother’ 

‘Behold your son’ 

‘I thirst’ 

Coronavirus Prayer 

 

We are not people of fear: 

we are people of courage. 

We are not people who protect our own 

safety: 

We are people who protect our 

neighbours’ safety. 

We are not people of greed: 

We are people of generosity. 

We are your people God, 

giving and loving, 

wherever we are, 

whatever it costs 

For as long as it takes 

Wherever you call us. 

 

Amen. 

‘It is finished’ 

 

And now he has grown silent too 

And we are left with an empty 

cross 

And an echo 

And a knowing it was all for us, 

All for us 

 

And we wait for our shame to be 

clothed 

by grave clothes 

his grave clothes 

 

but not today. 

Good Friday 
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Bookshelf 

Reviews of new Christian books from 

Parish Pump 

What’s in the Bible (for me)? 

By Lucy Moore, BRF, £4.99 

Lucy Moore’s pocket-sized guide to the Bible takes readers 

on an epic journey through 4,000 years of history. Spanning 

Old and New Testaments in 50 bite-sized readings, the 

founder and leader of Messy Church writes for families and 

individuals who are new to the Bible: its riches, puzzles and 

complexities. 

With wisdom, insight and humour, she connects Old and 

New Testament stories to each other and to 21st-century 

experience: manna in the wilderness to the ‘daily bread’ of 

the Lord’s Prayer. For anyone who wonders where to start 

reading the Bible, this is the perfect introduction and companion. 

 

Easter Story 

Lion Children’s Books, £2.49 

A beautiful retelling of the first Easter, with the events of the 

Jesus’ death and resurrection.  It is ideal for sharing with 

young readers, at home, school, or Sunday school. 

 

 

A Feast for Lent: Reflections on Easter for Every Day 

in Lent Paperback – 21 Nov 1997 

by Delia Smith  (Author) 

Popular author and television personality Delia Smith writes 

about her own voyage of discovery. Her choice of readings 

takes us through the steps of conversion.  

“I have previously used Delia Smith's 'Feast for Advent' and 

found this 'Feast for Lent' equally inspiring, well-written and 

insightful. Delia's own personal faith and her teaching skills are 

vital ingredients, together with choice portions of God's 

Word, and she has cooked up a digestible and beneficial spir-

itual feast for a season of abstinence.” 

 

“Bought this to replace one I had years ago and had misplaced, 

Thought provoking , a good book to read leading through lent.” 

 

“This, for me, is the perfect book for Lent. Its easy style with good Bible references 

makes it easy to use. The script is thought provoking without being obtuse and very 

practical. I love it and will use it every Lent from now on. If you enjoy this you 

would also enjoy Delia's Advent feast.” 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Delia-Smith/e/B000APE7OA/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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Groaner Puns 

 

1. The meaning of opaque is unclear. 

2. I wasn't going to get a brain transplant but then I changed my 

mind. 

3. Have you ever tried to eat a clock? It's very time 

consuming. 

4. A man tried to assault me with milk, cream and butter. 

How dairy! 

5. I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I can't put it down. 

6. It's a lengthy article about ancient Japanese sword fighters but I 

can Samurais it for you. 

7. So what if I don't know the meaning of the word 'apocalypse'? It's not the 

end of the world. 

8. Police were called to the children’s playgroup. A 3-year old was resisting 

a rest. 

9. The other day I held the door open for a clown. I thought it was a nice 

jester. 

10.. Need an ark to save two of every animal? I Noah guy. 

11. Alternative facts are aversion of the truth. 

12. I used to have a fear of hurdles, but I got over it. 

13. Atheism is a non-prophet organization. 

14. Did you know they won't be making yardsticks any longer? 

15. I used to be addicted to soap but I'm clean now. 

16. What did the man say when the bridge fell on him? The suspension is 

killing me. 

17. Do you have weight loss mantras? Fat chants! 

18. My tailor is happy to make a new pair of pants for me. 

Or sew it seams. 

19. What is a thesaurus's favourite dessert? Synonym 

buns. 

20. A relief map shows where the restrooms are. 

21. There was a big paddle sale at the boat store. It 

was quite an oar deal. 

22. How do they figure out the price of hammers? Per 

pound.   

 

 

Do you have any jokes that could be included in future magazines 

to make us laugh (or groan)? Please email them to Nick and 

Hannah! 
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Walthall Street, Crewe 

The longest and oldest street in town 

The Railway Men came and made us frown: 

Smart and suited, hats and maps -   

Built their houses up the top. 

Detached and with gardens 

Each had a tree 

and wrought iron gates 

All captivated me. 

Further down, terraced houses  

With three corner shops 

Three railway bridges 

The trains' steam caused fog 

Three fish and chip shops 
Three men built a club 

For all the new people 

Who arrived in a rush 

And told us great stories 

We thought smashing fun. 

They built us a big school 

And a clinic for health 

Now kids passed their exams 

And their work earned them wealth. 

Pam Clayton 

Write Down Your Street 

 

Where did you grow up? Where is your home 

now? Is there anything you can say about the 

street you used to live on, or where you are 

living now? 

If there is, then this is the feature for you! 

We are looking for readers to write a few 

words about their local area, or an area that is special to them. This can be 

in the form of a short poem, small paragraph, story, or even a picture. You 

can describe the atmosphere, history, or activities that took place there. 

Just email them to Nick and Hannah for everyone to enjoy in coming maga-

zines.  

Pam Clayton starts us off… 
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Positive Points from the PCC 

Phil Clayton reports on a number of points raised at the Parochial 

Church Council meeting held on Tuesday, 10th March 2020. A full 

record of the minutes of the PCC meeting will be available for all to 

read at the rear of the church when they have been ratified. 

 Malcolm McMurray said that the church would follow the guidance 

provided by the Church of England with regard to the Coronavirus. 

The arrangements adopted last Sunday will change as and when fur-

ther guidance is received.  

 Analysis of the responses to the St Martin's Bulletin Questionnaire 

indicated that over 80% of those who replied are happy with the con-

tent of the Weekly Bulletin and supported its’ continuing use. Careful 

notice was taken of the many comments that were made by those 

who responded, including the desire of some to keep "Live the 

Word". PCC agreed that we should continue to use the Weekly Bul-

letin, subject to including headings from the Service Booklet, and to 

provide 10 copies “Live the Word” each week. 

 The Holy Week Services were outlined and these will be published in 

the April edition of the Church Magazine. 

 At the Archdeacon’s Visitation on 18th May, the Churchwardens 

have been asked to respond to three questions in the Articles of En-

quiry about the ‘Open Conversations’ events recently attended by 

some members of St Martins. The PCC will consider our response at 

its meeting in May 

 A revision of the Electoral Roll for St Martin's is underway. Julia Glos-

sop said it opened on 1st March and closes on the 1st April. The new 

list will be available to see on the 5th April. 

 The Churchwardens are required to present the annual Safeguarding 

Audit at the Archdeacon’s Visitation. This year, instead of the paper 

based ‘Toolkit’, and following discussions with the Diocesan Safe-

guarding office, the Parish Dashboard App is to be used. 

 Each of the new homes in Burlington Court was given a church maga-

zine to welcome occupants into our Parish community. It is planned 

to do the same for new houses being developed on the former Metal 

Box site. This is a positive point! 

 Christine Williams said that 57 people attended the Community Care 
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Lunch on the 14th February and it was a lovely occasion. 

 The recent Younger Generations meeting was very positive. It is 

planned to hold a lively, enjoyable, singing group, "Tunes and Chips", 

for year 6 to year 11 youngsters, to meet on the last Friday of the 

month between 5 and 6pm. This will be led by John Swindells, our 

Director of Music. The introduction will be on 5th June and it is 

planned to run through the summer holiday. 

 It is planned to hold a Team Picnic on the 11th July between 4.00-

7.00pm, venue to be arranged. 
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Church Online 

The internet is full of online worship and prayer resources. 

If you have not yet looked here are a few. 

 

For Church of England prayers and services 
 For the liturgies each day for Morning Prayer, Prayer during the Day, 

Evening Prayer, and Night Prayer go to the Church of England’s website 

(churchofengland.org) 
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-

daily-prayer 

 Worcester Cathedral are making videos of daily services available on 
their Facebook page and website. (They are hard to find on the website 

so try the Facebook page first). 
https://www.facebook.com/WorcesterCathedral/ 

 For Book of Common Prayer services online go to pbs.org.uk (go to the 

‘churches and services’ tab) 
https://www.pbs.org.uk/churches-and-services/-1?

utm_source=smartmail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Online+str
eaming+of+BCP+services 

 For short Prayer during the Day and Night Prayer audio services based 
on the Church of England’s Common Worship: 

https://soundcloud.com/user-600495787 

 

Daily Devotional 
 Many people find Pray as You Go (https://pray-as-you-go.org/) to be an 

especially helpful daily devotional. Get comfortable, press play, and close 
your eyes. It includes music, Bible reading, prayer, and reflection. Highly 

recommended.  

 

Bible Education 
 For superb and super-short theological input try The Bible Project chan-

nel on YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/user/jointhebibleproject/videos 

Here you will find short animated videos that cover every book of the 
Bible and a whole range of theological topics. They are very well in-

formed and yet interesting and understandable. If you want a good way 
into getting to know your Bible better then these are a great way to 

start.  

 

This is all just the top of the tip of a massive iceberg, but it may give you a 

place to start.  

Robin Parry 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.facebook.com/WorcesterCathedral/
https://www.pbs.org.uk/churches-and-services/-1?utm_source=smartmail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Online+streaming+of+BCP+services
https://www.pbs.org.uk/churches-and-services/-1?utm_source=smartmail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Online+streaming+of+BCP+services
https://www.pbs.org.uk/churches-and-services/-1?utm_source=smartmail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Online+streaming+of+BCP+services
https://soundcloud.com/user-600495787
https://pray-as-you-go.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/jointhebibleproject/videos
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Letter from the Bishop of 

Worcester 

As I write this piece, the stockmarkets have crashed 

and fear is beginning to mount as the number of 

coronavirus cases in the UK has risen to over 300. It is difficult to predict 

where we’ll be by the time you read this and it’s important that we continue 

to heed official advice. 

Alongside this, the Bishop of St Alban’s has come up with four ‘golden rules’ 

for Christians which we won’t hear from the Government. I commend 

them to you: 

Golden Rule One. Each one of us can think about how we can protect 

and support our neighbours. So much of the public rhetoric is sowing fear 

about the danger of other people. So, while ensuring you take all the official 

precautions, offer help and reassurance to others – and don’t demonise 

anyone or any group. 

Golden Rule Two: Think about who may be suffering most. For those of 

us who are healthy there is much less to worry about, but the elderly, the 

housebound and those with chronic health conditions may be very anxious. 

Could your church do an audit of vulnerable people and share out the 

responsibility to phone them each day? There’s nothing like a friendly voice 

to offer solace when someone is worried. A smile can bring cheer, even on 

the phone. If you visit, follow all the official precautions. 

Golden Rule Three. Don’t give into panic and start hoarding food. There 

is plenty to go around, so practise the Christian discipline of sharing. Ask 

your neighbours what they need and do your best to help them get it. If you 

are self-isolating you will of course need some supplies. 

Golden Rule Four. Live today to the full. None of us ever know what the 

future holds. In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6. 25 – 34), Jesus 

challenged his followers to live each day fully and not be afraid. Every time 

we are tempted to give in to fear we need to make a conscious choice to 

respond in trust and openness. 

To that I would add; don’t forget to pray and remember, as we approach 

Easter, the wonderful truth that lies at the heart of our faith, that perfect 

love casts out fear. (1 John 4.18) 

+John 
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“It is only called Quarantine if it is from the Quarante region of 

France. Otherwise it is just Sparkling Isolation!” 

Sparkling Isolation 

Being stuck at home can be boring, lonely, and even scary, especially when 

we don’t know how long this season will last. However, this is an excellent 

opportunity to have a go at new hobbies, do those jobs that have been on 

your ‘to-do list’ for ages, and to relax! 

 

What have you been up to over that past few weeks, and what plans do you 

have? Send us a couple of lines or a photo to include in the coming 

magazines to inspire and encourage others, or just share good news. If you 

have any ideas of how we can use our time in a way to benefit others, your 

suggestions are very welcome. 

 

Here are some of the things I have been 

up to … 

 Crocheting a blanket with my 

mum, made up of lots of flowers 

that we will eventually join 

together. 

 Planting some seeds from plants 

that I grew last year, including 

some sunflowers that we grew 

from bird seed! 

 Making a collage using old 

photograph books and magazines 

that we no longer wanted. 

 Sorting out the mess that I keep 

hidden under my bed! 

 Looking for signs of spring and 

watching the birds on the feeders. 

 Doing a jigsaw puzzle in the 

sunshine. 

 

Let us know what you are doing!  

Hannah Parry 
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In The Beginning…  

Answers to last month’s Literary Quiz 

1.  Life of Pi:  Yann Martel 

2.  Captain Corelli’s Mandolin:  Louis de Bernières 

3.  Wuthering Heights:  Emily Brontë 

4.  The Luck of the Bodkins:  P G Wodehouse 

5.  The Tiger’s Wife:  Téa Obreht 

6.  The Voyage of the Dawn Treader:  C S Lewis 

7.  I Capture the Castle:  Dodie Smith 

8.  The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy:  Douglas Adams 

9.  Little Women:  Louisa May Alcott 

10.  Charlotte’s Web:  E B White 

11.  Peter Pan:  J M Barrie 

12.  David Copperfield:  Charles Dickens 

13.  The Day of the Triffids:  John Wyndham 

14.  The Wind in the Willows:  Kenneth Grahame 

15.  The Gruffalo:  Julia Donaldson 

16.  Lord of the Flies:  William Golding 

17.  The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13¾:   Sue Townsend 

18.  A Christmas Carol:  Charles Dickens 

19. Holes:  Louis Sachar 

20. Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets:  J K Rowling 

Country Quiz 

Which countries are these? (not to scale) 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 
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75th Anniversary of Victory in Europe Day 

This year sees the 75th Anniversary of VE Day celebrating the end of World 

War Two in Europe.  The early May Day holiday will be put back to Friday 

8th May and will form part of a three-day weekend of commemorative 

events including 

many churches taking 

part in a Ringing Out 

For Peace. 

Do you have any 

memories or family 

stories of VE Day?  

Would you like to 

share these in our 

May magazine? 

If so please email to 

Nick and Hannah 

(addresses on page 

39) or send to the 

team Office at St 

Martin’s. 

‘Those who live in the shelter of the Most 

High 

will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 

This I declare about the Lord: 

He alone is my refuge, my place of safety; 

He is my God, and I trust Him. 

For He will rescue you from every trap 

and protect you from deadly disease. 

He will cover you with His feathers. 

He will shelter you with His wings. 

His faithful promises are 

your armour and protection.’ 

Psalm 91:1-4, (NLT) 
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www.facebook.com/stmartinsworcester  

 

If you have any news or an article that you wish to be included 

in the next issue, for May 2020, please email it to Nick 

Harrison (nick.harrison491@gmail.com) and Hannah Parry 

(hannahjoyparry@hotmail.co.uk) by Friday 17th April. 

The issue for May 2020 will be published on Sunday 26th 

April. 

Contacts 

 

Team Rector Vacant   

Associate Priest The Revd Canon Stephen Buckley 428802 

Assistant Curate The Revd Dr Robin Parry 764651 

Licensed Reader Mike Bunclark 355585 

Organist & Choir Director John Swindells 

Churchwarden Malcolm McMurray 353470 

Churchwarden Elizabeth Yarker 352997  

Safeguarding Officer Sheila Treacher 767840 

Parish Centre Manager  Malcolm McMurray  353470 

Parish Centre Bookings Joan Hazzard 07855 806678 

joanhazz@gmail.com  

Magazine 

Distribution Manager George Bushell 352549 

Magazine Editor Nick Harrison 07936 850844  
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THE PARISH OF ST MARTIN WITH ST PETER 

 

Coronavirus – Covid–19 

In the light of Government guidance around non-essential contact, the 

Archbishops of Canterbury and York have issued advice that public worship 

is suspended until further notice. Consequently there will be no regular 

services, events or groups meeting in our church buildings for the time being. 

The Worcester South East Team of clergy are working on ways to continue 

serving the needs of our parishes.  

The Team Office at St Martin’s is closed to 

visitors but can still be reached by phone and 

email. For Pastoral Support please 

contact the Revd Andy Stand on 

01905 358150, 

andy.stand@sky.com 

 

For information 

regarding online 

services, please see 

page 10. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PARISH & TEAM OFFICE AT ST MARTIN’S  
London Road, Worcester, WR5 2ED    

01905 358083  
worcestersoutheastteam@gmail.com 

www.stmartinsworcester.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/stmartinsworcester 

Team Administrator: Rebecca Caskie 

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10.00am 

to 1.00pm (closed Wednesday) 

Please contact the Team Administrator to arrange  
Baptisms, Thanksgivings, Marriages or Blessings 


