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Church Calendar for May 

Sat 1st  Philip and James, Apostles 

Sun 2nd  5th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Sat 8th  Julian of Norwich, spiritual writer, c1417 

Sun 9th  6th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Wed 12th  Gregory Dix, priest, monk, scholar, 1952 

Thurs 13th  Ascension Day 

Fri 14th  Matthias the Apostle 

Sun 16th 7th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Wed 19th  Dunstan, archbishop, monastic, reformer, 988 

Thurs 20th  Alcuin, deacon, abbot, 804 

Sun 23rd  PENTECOST (Whit Sunday) 

Mon 24th  John and Charles Wesley, evangelists, hymn writers, 1791 

and 1788 

Tues 25th  The Venerable Bede, monk, scholar, historian, 735 

Wed 26th  Augustine, archbishop, 605 

Fri 28th  Lanfranc, monk, archbishop, scholar, 1089 

Sun 30th  TRINITY SUNDAY 

I thought I owned a garden 

A lovely place to be 

A bird said, “Beg your pardon, 

“This land belongs to me!” 

  

A squirrel dropped a nut on me 

Which wasn’t what I’d planned 

“Get lost!”, said he, “for can’t you see 

“You trespass on my land?” 

  

A pheasant flapped and squawked so loud 

I scarce could hear me think! 

“Get off my ground, for two’s a crowd!” 

He kicked up such a stink! 

  

The wild-life around me 

So loudly do protest! 

They growl and screech till I can see 

That I am just a guest! 

My Garden? 

By Nigel Beeton  
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From the Rectory 

A letter from Revd. Peter Hart 

 

We are joyously back in church, but not everything has 

returned.  We still have only the one service on a Sunday, 

we all still have to wear face coverings, and only a small 

choir is allowed to sing.  Gradually, as circumstances 

permit, these restrictions will ease, and soon the whole choir will be able to 

sing.  The one area of worship on which there has been no progress at all 

has been congregational singing.  We do not know when that will be 

allowed again – in fact there has been precious little guidance on choirs, and 

music remains one of the least thought-through areas of public life at the 

moment. 

So we can’t sing when we are together, but we can listen to the choir – that 

surely is something.  But if we are listening to singing on a Sunday morning, 

we can equally listen to singing in God’s creation every day of the week.  

Open your windows, fling wide the back door, and let birdsong in. 

This is the singing season for birds.  What they are not doing, however, is 

singing Morning Prayer or any such anthropomorphic notion.  Their singing 

has many purposes, not least the insistence on their continued existence.  

They are also denoting their territories, they are in touch with their flock if 

they are finches or pigeons, or they are simply squaring up for a fight if they 

are a robin or a coot.  What we don’t know is if they are passing comment 

on us.  They think that we live in their space, just as much as we think they 

graciously visit our gardens, as we might visit a National Trust property.  

Wrong again – our gardens are life and death to them, so fill up those bird 

feeders and put some water out for them. 

It is assumed that different species cannot understand the songs of other 

birds, and that a species’s songs are taught by the parents in the nest.  

However, they can all recognise each other’s warning calls, so there is some 

commonality of language between birds.  But once 

a territory has been established, once a mate has 

been found, and once the chicks have been taught 

their own songs, birds continue to sing.  Why?  

Nobody knows, but can we assume that their 

creator instilled pleasure and creativity in their 

voices?  Did the creator of the fabulous diversity 

of this world place the possibility of composition 
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Do you have any stories, memories, facts, jokes, or 

puzzles that we could include in future magazines? Send 

them to Nick and Hannah using the email addresses on 

page 35, or talk to us if computers are not your 

strongpoint so we can sort something out!  

Pentecost Sunday 
 

If you are attending the 10am eucharist service at St 

Martin’s church on Pentecost Sunday (23rd May), 

please remember to wear something red! 

APCM 
 

The Annual church meeting will be taking place on 23rd May at 6.00pm.  This 

important meeting is where the Churchwardens and PCC members are 

elected, and it is important that as many church members attend.  Do please 

come along if you are able. 

 

Ascension Day,  Thursday 13th May 
 

There will be two services in the Team to celebrate Ascension Day: 

 St Martin’s Church at 9.30am 

 Whittington Church at 7.30pm 

All are welcome! 

within the bird world?  Listen carefully at the end of the day, as the gloaming 

settles and the stars begin to shine.  Just what are the blackbirds, thrushes 

and robins doing as they sing late into the evening?  So we should, at that 

moment, praise our extraordinary creator, in the hope that we will soon be 

able to sing together again. 

Peter 
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Missionary News 

by Elizabeth Yarker 

   

Thank you - Our Lent Appeal for Christian 

Aid raised the record total of £1,148.50 and Christian Aid 

should be able to claim another hundred pounds or more from Gift Aid. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed. The Lent Hunger Lunches 

brought in some very generous donations but we did not count them 

separately. We are enormously encouraged by this total, as it will not be 

easy to raise money this Christian Aid Week. 
 

ANNUAL MISSIONARY PLANT SALE  

 (Saturday 8th May, 10am-12noon)  

The Plant Sale will be in its usual place, in the Lower Vestry Car 

Park, at the east end of Church, whatever the weather. We shall 

operate a one-way system with entry at the West End, and the 

way out onto Victoria Avenue. Sadly, we cannot hold our usual 

Coffee Morning, but we can run a Cake Sale, with a bit of jam as 

well, outside if possible, if wet in the South Porch, (mind the 

steps!) We also have some interesting books in need of good 

homes.  

The plants are coming on well. The warm weather has 

encouraged them. We have found some interesting bedding 

plants, some seedlings are growing fast, and with luck should be 

ready in time. The parsley is doing well. We even have geranium seedlings – 

still very small. However, as usual we rely on our generous gardeners to 

give us the odd seedlings, plants, cuttings and anything else growing and 

saleable. You always surprise us. Come and look for the interesting and the 

unexpected. We do our best, but nothing is guaranteed. Labels get lost. 

Colours, if known, get mixed up. Plant names get garbled, particularly if in 

Latin! It helps if we know names, colours, and other useful details. We are 

also grateful for all cakes and buns. They always sell quickly.  

Please deliver plants to Church on Thursday 6th May between 10am and 

3pm, or bring plants and cakes to Church between 9 and 10am on Saturday 

morning. If you would like plants or cakes collected, please call Elizabeth on 

352997. They will be fetched on Thursday or Friday. 

This is our main fundraising event to cover our promised donations. Please 

tell your friends and neighbours about the Sale. We look forward to seeing 

you there. 
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK: EVERY. LAST. DROP. 

(Monday 10th – Sunday 16th May)  

Imagine having to walk down to the River Severn every day to collect the 

day’s water supply, and carry it back home. (Cars not allowed.) Water is 

heavy. It’s the stuff of nightmares. For many people in Africa it is a reality. 

It’s not right. It’s not fair. We need to help people like Rose, who walks for 

six hours to get water for her family. 

The big red envelopes are here. They are very simple, unlike the sample 

from 2019 I had in April. We deliver, they return. At least, we hope they 

return. So, no standing on doorsteps while the householder swears that you 

never delivered one. We will label them “Return to St Martin’s Church”  

There are so many ways to give, particularly using ‘TapSimple’. 

To donate using TapSimple, visit https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-

aid/worcester-churches-christian-aid-week-fundraising-2021  

 People can donate at caweek.org, or by calling 08080 006006, or by cheque 

to Christian Aid .We will forward all cheques to their London office. They 

also take Bank transfers by BACS -  call the Parish Office for details.  

We have always sent the Christian Aid Week money through the 

Worcester Christian Aid Committee’s bank account, but they are not using 

it this year. The Committee want to keep a total, TapSimple enables them 

to. We will get the best idea of how much we raise from the big red 

envelopes, and can then include our total with the rest of Worcester. 

To find out more about the Appeal visit https://www.christianaid.org.uk/

appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week  

We were sufficiently encouraged by the success of the Lent Hunger 

Lunches to decide to deliver top quality Cream Teas to your home for 

Christian Aid Week. They will be available from Tuesday 9th to Saturday 

15th only. Please order in good time, by Saturday 8th, if possible, or with at 

least two days notice, as all the food will be freshly prepared. We have not 

finally decided on the menu, but expect home made scones, jam, cream, of 

course, and some sort of cake. Donations to Christian Aid, please. See the 

Bulletin, for last minute details. To order, call Ruth on 354548 or Elizabeth 

on 352997, or email Rebecca in the Parish Office.  

Thank you for thinking of the world’s poorest people, helping people 

survive the drought and for helping Christian Aid to tackle the climate crisis. 

 
 ➔ 
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CHURCH ARMY 

Church Army welcomes their new CEO in May. Peter Rouch 

comes with a wealth of experience from working as a member 

of clergy in some challenging environments and is passionate 

about seeing change, hand-in-hand with the gospel, bringing 

hope to people’s lives. 

 

SRI LANKA - Good and Bad News from the Tea Plantations 

The good news is that Sri Lanka is the only country in South 

Asia to have reached the United Nations Millennium Goal for 

gender equality at all levels of education. However girls on the 

Plantations are encouraged to marry young, and are not given 

the opportunity to finish their education. Again, there are 

equal employment opportunity and salary scales for men and 

women, but only 35.9% of women are employed. They are expected to stay 

at home. And although there is free healthcare for all, families tend to give 

more care to the boys. And despite the emphasis on equality, Sri Lanka has 

a very high rate of sexual harassment. One in four women has experienced 

physical or sexual violence in their lifetime, and one in three men admits to 

having carried out an act of physical or sexual violence against a woman. 

Our Partners-in-mission through USPG are working to improve lives on the 

Tea Plantations in Sri Lanka.. We hope they will help to end these 

regrettable attitudes, and improve the opportunities for girls and young 

women there. We know that they are trying hard.  

Scam Alerts 

 

The number of scams has increased dramatically during the pandemic, and 

thousands of people are falling victim to fraudsters using email, text, phone 

calls and social media to steal billions of pounds.  It is important to stay 

alert. 

You can now sign up to scam alerts.  These are regular email updates from 

the consumer group Which, on the latest scams doing the rounds – and 

practical advice to help keep you one step ahead of the scammers. 

To sign up, for free, visit www.which.co.uk  

http://www.which.co.uk
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Forest Church 
 

Forest Church? What on earth is that? It sounds like 

church for trees! Well, not quite, though the trees are 

welcome to join in. Forest Church is a service of 

Christian worship, but with a difference: it takes 

place outside, rain or shine, and it aims to allow 

our dynamic natural environment to inspire 

and shape the worship. We will be working to 

foster an attitude of respect and responsibility for 

God’s beautiful world.  

Some Forest Churches are aimed at everyone, but the 

Forest Church that we in the Worcester South East 

Team will be running will be more focused than that. It will offer age-

appropriate worship for 0–11s and their families and will form a branch 

(excuse the pun) of our post-lockdown work with children and families.  

The worship will look familiar and strange: there will be prayer and praise 

and Scripture and a little teaching, but it will be guided by the seasons, by 

what is around us, the space we are in, making use of all five senses, paying 

attention to God’s presence in the world around us.  

The services will be family-friendly, short and simple, interactive and 

interesting, fun and formative. (Weather-appropriate clothing must be 

worn.) 

 

WHO?   For 0–11s and their families 

WHEN?  The first Saturday of each month, from 10.00–10.45 

WHERE? We will begin in Whittington Churchyard but may well use 

more than one site for 

future services.  

HOW? If you would like 

to attend you will need to 

book a place (Covid-19 

restrictions mean that places 

will be limited). Please 

contact the church office for 

more information and to 

register.  

 

Rev. Robin Parry 
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WOW News 

An update on our WOW Projects Appeal from 

Shirley Scott  
 

WOW Armchair Quiz 

Our first fundraising event, on Saturday 10 April, was much 

enjoyed and very worthwhile. We had 53 participants in 10 

teams of up to 6, and the standard of quizzing was impressive. 

Quizmaster Robin Walker had prepared a wide range of 

questions and Zoom host Mark Wilson worked hard on the night, controlling 

a busy meeting, with 10 breakout rooms. 

Congratulations to the winning team, Hazzard Warning, who achieved an 

outstanding score of 73 out of 78. Team Leader, Joan Hazzard writes: 

It was such a brilliant idea to have a Quiz night for WOW, as we Zoom 

regularly  with our family ‘Up North’ and to Sara in Malta, but never 

thought of being together for a Quiz. Maybe we had the upper hand as two 

of us were medical and another a trained chef.  

We needed to take a photo of the questions with a mobile phone before 

going into our own ‘room’ to be ‘en famille’. Some questions were easy, 

some more of a problem eg The founder of which department store coined 

the phrase ‘The Customer is always right’. Or the phrase ‘Vorsprung durch 

Technik’ is associated with which German car manufacturer? Or another 

was ‘Which brewery brews a beer called ‘Old Peculier’? Well of course we 

knew the answer to that one, coming from Ripon - ‘its just up the road!!’  

Thank you, WOW Team. 

And the WOW Team thanks the participants, too, who generously donated 

to make a total of over £600 for our Projects Appeal. 

New toilet facilities on lower level 

We’re delighted to report that we have received a generous grant of £10,000 

from the National Lottery Community Fund to pay for our new toilet which 

is being built in the boiler room, opposite the Lower Vestry meeting room. 

The new toilet will be fully fitted for disabled 

use with baby changing facilities. 

Our grateful thanks go to Terry Dillingham for 

working hard on this successful bid application, 

and to the players of the National Lottery who 

made the grant possible. 
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First, the path 

leading to the 

north door has 

been levelled 

to provide easy 

disabled access 

and the internal 

doors are being 

moved to the 

bottom of the 

stairs. 

(Photos by  

David Hall) 
 

Now the construction of the new room is 

well under way, overseen by project manager 

David Hall.                    (Photos by David Scott) 

WOW Open Day - Saturday 3 July 

Save the date! In faith and hope that the Government’s roadmap for easing of 

Covid restrictions stays on course, we’re planning an Open Day to celebrate 

the return of live music to St Martin’s (more about this on the Music page - see 

over) and to raise funds for the WOW Appeal. We hope to have a day of 

entertainment, exhibitions, a chance for people to find out more about our plans 

for Widening Our Welcome, and an opportunity to donate.  

Of course, donations are welcome any time - you can make a 

direct payment to the Church bank account, using the reference 

WOW, or use this QR code with your mobile phone camera 

to make a card payment. Please add Gift Aid if you can! 
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Positive Plans  

for the Future - 

with great hope! 

Our last concert at St Martin’s was on 3 March 2020. When we had to cancel 

the Coffee Concert and Tiny Tunes that were booked for later that month, I 

don’t think any of us imagined that concert venues would remain silent for so 

long. Now, with the prospect of Covid restrictions being eased in June, we’re 

making plans for the return of live music that has been missed by so many. 

The WOW Open Day, planned for Saturday 3 

July, will be our first offering of live music - if the 

roadmap stays on track. The day’s entertainment will 

begin with an informal concert given by St Martin’s 

Choir, with John Swindells and Robin Walker. Be prepared to hear one 

or two new pieces as well as some old favourites, and the added bonus of 

John’s trumpet playing. In the evening, the Worcestershire Symphony 

Orchestra is planning to give its first concert since February last year. 

The Worcester Three Choirs Festival, that was 

postponed from last year, is now taking place from 

Saturday 24 July to Sunday 1 August 2021. We’re 

delighted to be hosting 8 of the events at St Martin’s. 

Go to the website 3choirs.org for full details. 

Our first Coffee Concert for 18 months is planned 

for Saturday 24 July at the very beginning of Three 

Choirs Week. We very much hope that Church of 

England restrictions will have been eased by then, to 

allow us to serve coffee and cake, but if not, we still 

plan to go ahead with the live music.  

The resumption of our live concerts for babies and 

toddlers begins on Monday 26 July and is part of the 

Three Choirs Festival programme. The Lilliput Duo 

- Kate Fawcett and Kate Skeet (violins and violas) - 

present music for tinies and their carers, who can clap, 

dance, sway, sing along, or just listen and be soothed. 

Of course procedures will be in place to ensure that we adhere to guidelines 

in force at the time, and keep everyone safe.  

Shirley Scott 

https://3choirs.org/about-the-festival/upcoming-festivals/worcester-2021/
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Worcester Foodbank and the 

Pandemic 

 

Over the last twelve months there has been a 

significant increase in the number of people turning to the Worcester Food-

bank for help.  Over 10,000 people have been fed in that time (over 130,000 

meals).  This number could well increase over the next few months as the 

furlough scheme is wound down and further redundancies are likely.  In or-

der to keep up with demand, the Foodbank relies on regular donations of 

cash, vouchers and food from local people.   

 Supermarket gift cards 

 Instant mash 

 Peanut butter 

 Sponge puddings 

 Tinned potatoes 

 Crackers 

 Cooking oil 

 Salt and pepper 

 Mixed herbs 

 Oxo cubes 

 Tomato and brown sauce 

 Nappies sizes 6 & 7 

 Washing-up liquid and 

washing powder 

 Kitchen roll 

 Toothpaste 

 Family-size shampoo 

Please remember the Foodbank when you do your shopping! 

Prayer for Pentecost 

Loving Father God, 

Thank you for sending your Holy Spirit; 

Your Spirit who knows no restrictions or barriers; 

Your Spirit who can reach us and be with us and in us, wherever we are, 

whatever our circumstances; 

Your Spirit who comforts and heals and empowers us to live with 

confidence that, ultimately, all shall be well; 

Your Spirit who connects us, through the life, death, resurrection and 

ascension of Jesus. 

Because of Jesus’ victory over death we have hope and life forever. 

Thank you, loving Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

  

By Daphne Kitching 
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This space is available for 

your advert. 

 

 

For details  

please contact the 

Advertising Manager  

via the Team Office. 
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This space is available for your advert. 

 

For details please contact the  

Advertising Manager via the Team Office. 

 
WorcesterSouthEastTeam@gmail.com 
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An Update from Red Hill  

by Headteacher Spencer Morris 

Here comes summer! 

I hope that everyone within the St Martin’s 

community  is safe and well, and that  you all 

had a relaxing and happy Easter. 

It was wonderful to welcome back all of our 

children after the Easter break, and I hope that 

this term isn’t as disrupted as the last one. The 

joy on the faces of the children as they ran 

through the gates on our first day back was 

great to witness. 

The children have wasted no time in  getting to 

grips with their learning this term. From 

learning about traditional tales in Reception, to 

designing their own theme parks in Year 6, 

there is so much planned to fit in over the 

next three months. 

Year 2, for example, have started their theme of “All Things Wild”. Miss 

Guyatt, Key Stage 1 coordinator writes; 

“Year 2 are learning all about plants and how they grow. We planted some 

Anemone bulbs in our outdoor area using 

compost and gardening tools. We shall be 

keeping a close eye on them to see how 

they grow and will be looking after them 

by keeping them watered. We shall be 

keeping diaries, taking photographs and 

will also be drawing diagrams as we learn 

about the life cycle of a plant. “ 

It’s great to think that as well as their 

learning, they are helping to keep the 

school look beautiful! With all my very 

best wishes for the term ahead. 

 

Take care and stay safe, 

Spencer Morris 
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A Letter from  

Archdeacon Nikki 

Sharing hope in our communities 

“For many of us, life without God has turned out to be life without 

fellowship and shared meaning - and in the midst of the most 
disorientating, debilitating crisis most of us have ever known, that social tragedy now cries 

out for action.” 

These striking words come at the end of a column in The Guardian by journalist 

John Harris, triggered by ticking the ‘no religion’ box as he completed his census 
form. Reflecting on the ravages of the pandemic and lockdown, he observed that in 

our individualistic, secular society most people lack ‘even the flimsiest of narratives 
to project on to what has happened, or any real vocabulary with which to talk about 

the profundities of life and death’.  He comments on the visible comeback of 
symbols and rituals of religion as churches have been at the heart of community 

Covid experiences; including increases in google searches for prayer and millions 
tuning in to online worship. He quotes research showing that church groups offer 
‘solace and peace and relaxation and friendship, helping us in our spiritual quest for 

meaning and wellbeing.’ 

As Kingdom People, we are called to share hope and play a part in transforming our 

communities. So how are we to respond to this social tragedy crying out for 
action?  As we limp out of lockdown and dare to look forward, we can make space 

to regroup, to reflect, to process and to mourn. And we can invite our communities 
into safe spaces to do this alongside us as people of faith. So many new links have 

been forged as neighbourliness has grown with church members finding ways to 
bless and serve those around them who have been isolated and cut off from families 

and far away friends.  Many church members find it easier to serve practically than 
to broach the topic of someone’s spiritual needs, but we have the language and the 

wider narrative in which to frame and make some degree of sense of what has 
happened. We have tasted eternity. We know God’s peace which passes 

understanding, and we have relationship with a God who heals and provides, who 
comforts and gives renewed purpose and hope. Gently offering the opportunity to a 

neighbour to discover this peace, healing and hope is something all of us can dare to 
do, even if we are shy to talk about our faith. 

There is a spiritual longing in a lonely and confused generation that has experienced 

a year like no other. We have a part to play in reaching out to those who yearn for 
something more, drawing alongside in the gentle sharing of our own experience of 

the God who loves indiscriminately. Let’s ensure that as we give thanks for the 
chance to gather in worship with our church family once again and as we lament 

loss with those who understand, that we invite and include those who long for a 
way to make sense of it all, but who have only just begun to glimpse that church 

might be the place to find what they seek. 
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Groaner Puns 

 

☺ I find the hardest part about tracing long lost relatives is getting them 

to stay still when you press the tracing paper onto their face. 

☺ I’ve invented a new word. Plagiarism. 

☺ Her head’s fallen off!  Quick! Call an Annboleynce. 

☺ I put my phone in airplane mode and it tried to sell me a tiny can of 

Coke for £5. 

☺ Some friends of mine run a yoga retreat where you can go if you 

want to get away from yoga. 

☺ The first rule of Hide A Vegetable In A Sentence Club is always be true 

to yourself. 

☺ Special offer on poetry books at my local bookstore.  Byron get one 

free. 

☺ Last night I made a lamb curry but apparently they prefer grass. 

☺ I tried to find a pun about carpentry, but nothing wood work. 

☺ What do you call a retired miner?  Doug. 

☺ I saw a microbiologist today.  He was much bigger than I expected. 

☺ The CEO of IKEA has just been elected Prime Minister of Sweden.  

He should have his cabinet together by the end of the month. 

☺ I’ve just quit my job as a treadmill tester.  I just felt it wasn’t really 

going anywhere. 

☺ If you think swimming with dolphins is expensive, you should try 

swimming with sharks.  It cost me an arm and a leg. 

☺ I’m writing a book about hurricanes and tornadoes.  It’s only a draft 

at the moment. 

☺ Does every sentence need to include a vegetable?  Not neccecelery. 

☺ My therapist told me I was too negative.  As if I don’t have enough to 

worry about. 

☺ I bought some baby carrots but he couldn’t eat them because he’s 

only a baby. 

☺ What is a marsupial’s favourite cocktail?  A pina koala. 

☺ Old yachtsmen never die.  They just keel over. 

☺ I’ve got a singing computer.  It’s a Dell. 

☺ I just swapped our bed for a trampoline.  My wife hit the roof. 

☺ There’s a new type of pillow made from corduroy.  It’s making head-

lines. 

☺ I went to hospital with severe food poisoning after eating haggis, 

neeps and tatties.  Fortunately, they have an excellent Burns unit. 

☺ Why is it called the Covid road map and not the road to de-mask us? 
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From the mouth of Prince Philip, 1921-2021 

 

A few funny things the Duke of Edinburgh said 

in conversation that Ruth listened to and jotted 

on the back of an envelope! 
 

These were from the Duke's drive around 

the Windsor Estate, with journalist Robert 

Hardman. 

When looking back at processions, 

uniforms, horses, and carriages, marking 

events around the Castle, what we do 

rather well, he turned to the journalist and 

remarked drily with a grin, "Rationally, it's lunatic, but a 

lot of people enjoy it!". 

When gazing across the estate at a Mausoleum, all gleaming white, and 

answering Robert's question about it, his reply was brief.... "Well, it's a 

Mausoleum, a mausoleum is a mausoleum, not much more you can say 

about it, ha ha!" 

He was asked about what legacy he would like to be remembered by, so 

then he smilingly observed that " To try and make a legacy or a memorial 

for yourself, during your life, I think, is, er, slightly indecent, actually". 

My sister in church told me the one that I'd heard too; the Lay Reader 

twinkled at the congregation, about to deliver the sermon, told them that 

her talk would be short, quoting the Duke as saying on Radio 4, concerning 

sermons, that "The mind cannot absorb what the backside cannot endure!" 

When the Duke took us, the audience, into a sitting room of the Castle, 

overlooking one of his redesigned gardens, he pointed out the Orangery 

and said, "I turned that into a swimming pool, the young people love it. If 

young people haven't anything to do, er, they become, well, a bit of a 

nuisance, ha ha". 

Can't you all just hear him say those things, I can! 

Ruth Kirwan 

Photo credit: Press Association 
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March’s Zoom Activity Service 

 

On Sunday 28th March, at our 10am 

Zoom Activity Service, twenty children 

and their families joined us, along with 

some lovely members of our 

congregation, to celebrate Palm Sunday.  

We called it our “Big Wave Hooray!” and 

enjoyed taking part in our interactive 

story of the first Palm Sunday. 

Our activity bags delivered ahead of the 

service contained, among other things, 

card donkey templates and clothes pegs, 

which the children were invited to 

decorate, cut out and assemble ready for 

them to join in our activity service. 

We had an amazing array of beautiful 

donkeys.  Did you know that a collection 

of donkeys can be called: 

A drove of donkeys, or 

A pace of donkeys, or 

A coffle of donkeys, or 

A herd of donkeys? 

We voted with thumbs up for what we 

wished to call our spectacular collection 

of donkeys.  It was a close-run thing, but 

“herd of donkeys” won by a whisker!  

Our herd were very active during our 

special “We Have a King Who Rides a 

Donkey” song. 

As you’ll see from our photos, we had fun 

painting our hands to print palm leaves, and 

also the soles of our feet to print and make 

into donkey heads! 

Our thoughtful reflection time, prayers and 

joyful songs (with actions!) completed our 

very special service. 
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Emails we received from our families and from members of our 

congregation said it was a beautiful service they’d enjoyed, and how great it 

was to see our children and adults engaged and absorbed. 

We delivered invitations to our Zoom Activity Service ahead of the service.  

We also delivered Real Easter Eggs and an Easter card with love from all of 

us at St Martin’s to our 31 families who had 65 children between them! 

 

Do you like mini eggs?  Here’s a mini egg prayer. 

Take a mini egg from the packet.  What colour is it?  Thank God for: 

White – family and friends 

Yellow – springtime 

Pink – happy days 

Purple – something about Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

Our next Zoom Activity service: 

Sunday 23rd May at 10am – Pentecost 

Everyone welcome – email me for details – sheila1.farthing@gmail.com 

 
 

Sheila Farthing 

 

mailto:sheila1.farthing@gmail.com
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Positive Points from the PCC 

 

 Peter said it was lovely to see good numbers of people returning to 

church following the easing of lockdown.  It was generally felt that it 

would be good to continue with the livestreaming of the Sunday 

Eucharist, and posting on Facebook, for those still unable to attend 

the service in person. 

 There have been ten enquiries from across the Team regarding 

baptisms, and the first post-lockdown baptism will be on 4th July.  

Peter said it was encouraging that people are coming forward and 

wanting to join the baptism preparation sessions which will be held 

every three or four weeks. 

 Peter introduced Pippa Heenan who is on a six-month placement 

with the Team as she studies for lay Ministry at Queen’s College, 

Birmingham.  He urged members to invite Pippa to as many church 

activities as possible to give her a wide experience of parish and Team 

life. 

 Sheila reported on the Zoom activities with families.  She said twenty 

children with their families and members had attended the Big Wave 

Hooray on Palm Sunday, along with a herd of homemade donkeys.  

Many emails of thanks had been received.  Plans are well in hand for 

monthly All Together Worship services which will include the 

eucharist. 

 Robin gave members more information about Forest Church, 

beginning on 1st May.  This is an outdoor service for families and 

children aged 0 to 11.  It is a service of the word, including the Lord’s 

Prayer, a Bible reading and talk and a blessing, and also activities 

linked with the environment. 

 Anthony reported that work was currently underway on the disabled 

toilet project and that it should be completed by the beginning of 

May.  There will be a meeting on 17th May to look at what changes 

can be made at church-level.  Thanks were expressed to Bill Simpson 

for his work getting the necessary faculty approvals. 

 Shirley reported that the Armchair Quiz in aid of the WOW Appeal 

had worked well and been a good success.  Ten teams had taken part 

with participants from as far away as Malta!  Donations of over £600 

had been received, and thanks were expressed to host Mark and 

quizmaster Robin for all their hard work. 

 A grant of £10,000 has been received from the National Lottery 

Community Fund towards the WOW Appeal.  Shirley will be 

preparing a press-release to include the news and information about 

other activities planned for the Appeal. 
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Sum Like it Hot … 
 

19th May is National Numeracy Day, and why should students have all the fun!  

Try our maths quiz to see how much you can remember from school!!  Answers 

next month. 
 

1.  Is Pi a rational or irrational number? 

2.  What is the only even prime number? 

3.  In an isosceles triangle, how many sides have equal length? 

4.  What name is given to a straight line drawn from one point on the edge 

of a circle to another? 

5.  What is four-fifths as a decimal? 

6.  What is an integer? 

7.  How is the following sequence of numbers formally known: 

0,1,1,2,3,5,8,13,21,34…? 

8.  Which prime number is nearest to 100? 

9.  What is seven cubed? 

10.  How many feet are there in a fathom? 

11.  If you throw two dice at the same time, what is the probability of 

getting a 6 on both? 

12.  What is a polyhedron? 

13.  Which year in Roman numerals was MCMLIX? 

14.  Which distance is greater; 7 miles or 13 kilometres? 

15.  If Frank got 18 out of 20 in his maths test, what percentage would he 

have? 

 Shirley reported that plans are in hand for the return of Coffee 

Concerts and other live music to St Martin’s, subject to a clarification 

of Government guidelines in mid-May.  St Martin’s will be hosting 

eight Three Choirs Festival events. 

 Thanks were expressed to Terry Dillingham for his hard work in 

completing grant applications for the WOW Appeal.  He will be 

stepping down in May due to family commitments. 

 Elizabeth reported that the Lent Appeal had been a great success with 

£1148.50 being raised.  The home delivered Lent Lunches had been 

very popular and Elizabeth thanked Ruth Kirwan and Joan Hazzard for 

their help with them.  She said May would be a busy month with the 

Plant and Cake Sale on 8th May and Christian Aid Week starting on 

Monday 10th. Donations of plants and cakes welcome! 
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1.  Chile 

2.  J S Fry and Sons 

3.  WB Yeats 

4.  Joanne Harris 

5.  Judy Garland 

6.  Bermuda 

7.  Welsh 

8.  I Am The Walrus 

9.  Miriam Margolyes 

10.  Fifth Avenue 

11.  Augustus Gloop 

12.  1847 

13.  Topic 

14.  Spain 

15.  …hen tomorrow 

Milestone Birthday 
 

Congratulations to Marjorie Waters who celebrated her 90th birthday on 

22nd April.  She was able to celebrate with members of her family.  We send 

our very best wishes! 

 

Welcome! 
 

We extend a very warm welcome to Pippa Heenan who is on placement in 

the SE Worcester Team for the next few months.  Pippa, from Inkberrow, 

is studying to become a Lay Reader at Queen’s College, Birmingham. As a 

keen singer you may well see her popping up in the choir from time to 

time!  We look forward to getting to know Pippa as she works with us at St 

Martin’s and the rest of the Team. 

 

Chorister Returns 
 

It was a pleasure to see Richard Wood as our guest preacher on 18th April.  

Richard, along with Jason and Craig, his brothers, was a chorister at St 

Martin’s in the 1980s.  He is now studying for Ministry at Queen’s College, 

Birmingham.  We send him our best wishes for his studies and for the 

future. 

Easter Quiz Answers 

Parish & People 
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www.facebook.com/stmartinsworcester  

 

If you have any news or an article that you wish to be included 

in the next issue, for June 2021, please email it to Nick 

Harrison (nick.harrison491@gmail.com) and Hannah Parry 

(hannahjoyparry@hotmail.co.uk) by Friday 21st May. 

 

Contacts 

 

Team Rector The Revd Peter Hart 355119 

Assistant Curate The Revd Dr Robin Parry 764651 

Licensed Reader Mike Bunclark 355585 

Organist & Choir Director John Swindells 

Churchwarden Elizabeth Yarker 352997  

Parish Centre Manager  Malcolm McMurray  353470 

Parish Centre Bookings Joan Hazzard 07855 806678 

joanhazz@gmail.com  

Magazine 

Distribution Manager George Bushell 352549 

Magazine Editor Nick Harrison 07936 850844  

@stmartins_worcs 

Coronavirus  

Please see the Weekly Bulletin for the most up to date information regarding use 

of the church building and Parish Centre. For more details about weekly online 

services, please see the website or contact the church office. 

Visits to the Team Office at St Martin’s are by appointment only; our Team 

Administrator can be reached by phone and email.  

For Pastoral Support please contact the Revd Peter Hart on 01905 355119 or 

email pwhart1@aol.com 
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THE PARISH OF ST MARTIN WITH ST PETER 
 

PARISH & TEAM OFFICE AT ST MARTIN’S  
London Road, Worcester, WR5 2ED    

01905 358083  
worcestersoutheastteam@gmail.com 

www.stmartinsworcester.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/stmartinsworcester 

Team Administrator: Rebecca Caskie 

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10.00am 

to 1.00pm (closed Wednesday) 

Please contact the Team Administrator to arrange  
Baptisms, Thanksgivings, Marriages or Blessings 

SERVICES IN CHURCH 
 

Sunday Eucharist at 10.00am 

(streamed live on Facebook.com/StMartinsWorcester) 

Said Eucharist - Thursday at 9.30am   

 

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 
 

Monday - Thursday, 11am-3pm 

 

ZOOM SERVICES DURING THE WEEK 
 

(please contact the host to join the mailing list) 

Morning Prayer Monday to Friday at 8.30am 

Compline Monday to Friday at 8.30pm 

Hosted by Mike Bunclark mbunclark@tiscali.co.uk 

Prayer Meeting Monday at 4.00pm 

Prayers for Peace & Justice Saturday at 12noon  

Hosted by Joan Hazzard joanhazz@gmail.com 

mailto:mbunclark@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:joanhazz@gmail.com

