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Church Calendar for July and August 

July 
Fri 3 St Thomas the Apostle 

Sun 5 4TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Proper 9 

Sat 11 St Benedict Abbot, c550 

Sun 12 5TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Proper 10 

Tue 14 John Keble Priest & Poet, 1866 

Wed 15 St Swithun Bishop, c862 

Sun 19 6TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Proper 11 

Wed 22 St Mary Magdalene 

Sat 25 St James Apostle 

Sat 25 Sts Anne & Joachim parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Sun 26 7TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Proper 12 

Wed 29 Sts Mary, Martha & Lazarus companions of Our Lord 

Fri 31 St Ignatius of Loyola founder of the Society of Jesus, 1556 
 

August 
Sun 2 8TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Proper 13 

Wed 5 St Oswald King & Martyr, 642 

Thur 6 The Transfiguration of Our Lord  

Sat 8 St Dominic Priest & Founder of the Order of Preachers, 1221 

Sun  9 9TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Proper 14 

Mon 10 St Laurence Deacon, Martyr, 258 

Tue 11 St Clare of Assisi founder of the poor Clares, 1253 

Sat 15 The Blessed Virgin Mary 

Sun 16 10TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Proper 15 

Thur 20 St Bernard Abbot & Teacher of the Faith, 1153 

Sun 23 11TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Proper 16 

Mon 24 St Bartholomew Apostle 

Thur 27 St Monica mother of Augustine of Hippo, 387 

Fri 28 St Augustine Bishop & Teacher of the Faith, 430 

Sat 29 Beheading of John the Baptist 

Sun 30 12TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY Proper 17 

Mon 31 St Aidan Bishop, Missionary 651 
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News & Notices Regular Features 

Special Features 

In this Issue 

There’s a small change in one 

of our adverts this month - 

we’ve heard from Jude Maund 

that she’s now running her 

Zumba Fitness classes online. 

See ad on page 22 for details. 
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Curate’s Corner  

Rev. Robin’s Ramblings 

 

Laying the Foundations for Worship after Lockdown 
 

After three months of lockdown we see light. Little by 

little, step by step, life is starting to return to something more like it used 

to be. It has been hard for our congregations, not able to gather in our 

parish churches for worship or meet together for fellowship. What has 

been a particularly hard blow for many is that they have not been able to 

share in the Eucharist, the bread and wine of Communion, which is so 

central to Christian life and worship. And the normal events of baptisms 

and weddings has been put on hold, while funerals have been horribly 

disrupted.  

Those of us with access to computers have at least been able to 

connect with friends and family via video-conferences and to join in 

worship on ZOOM or YouTube or Facebook. That made a huge 

difference. But it’s not the same. Our computer screens link us together, 

but at the same time they hold us apart—we cannot touch or taste or 

smell through computers; we cannot even interact naturally. For all its 

blessings, it’s no replacement for actually being gathered together in one 

place.  

This tells us something about ourselves as human beings. We are 

embodied creatures and we thrive when we don’t try to avoid our 

physicality; we are relational creatures who can only be ourselves when 

connected with others. To one extent or another, we all need to be 

present with and to others. 

Well, at long last we can anticipate gathering together again in St 

Martin’s Parish Church. What a joy that will be. Yet it will also be a little 

strange. Being together, yes, but having to socially distance from others, 

not able to touch one another; able to take the Eucharistic bread but not 

the wine; having to be careful to follow all the COVID-19 protocols.  

It reminds me of the story from the Old Testament when the 

Jewish exiles returned to the devastated city of Jerusalem after their long 

detention in Babylon. Their city was in ruins, its walls broken down, its 

temple a pile of rubble. The community set to rebuilding the temple and 

restoring its worship. A great celebration was held when the foundation 

stone of the new sanctuary was laid.  

 

When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, 

the priests in their vestments and with trumpets, and the 



 

5 

Levites . . . with cymbals, took 

their places to praise the LORD. . . 

And all the people gave a great 

shout of praise to the LORD, 

because the foundation of the 

house of the LORD was laid. But 

many of the older priests and 

Levites and family heads, who had 

seen the former 

temple, wept aloud when they 

saw the foundation of this temple 

being laid, while many others 

shouted for joy. No one could 

distinguish the sound of the shouts 

of joy from the sound of weeping . . . (Ezra 3:10–13) 

 

Why the mixed reaction? The prophet Haggai, speaking to the Jerusalemites 

of that day, sheds some light: “Who of you is left who saw this house in its 

former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not seem to you like 

nothing?” (Haggai 3:3). This new sanctuary was rather small and 

disappointing. The recovery of temple worship was good, of course, but a 

bit of a letdown compared to their memories of how it used to be. Perhaps 

we may be tempted to feel that way when we can finally meet together 

again.  

Here is what God said to the people and their leaders through his 

prophet: “‘But now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares the LORD. ‘Be 

strong, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of 

the land,’ declares the LORD, ‘and work. For I am with you,’ declares 

the LORD Almighty” (Haggai 2:4). Be strong; work. How? Because I am with 

you. Knowing that God is with us in our struggles makes it possible to 

endure the hardships, keep going through disappointments, and be grateful 

for the blessings we receive along the way. What makes all the difference in 

the world is God’s presence among us. As the prophet Zechariah said to 

these despondent exiles on their return to the broken city: “I will be a wall 

of fire around [Jerusalem], says the LORD , and I will be the glory within 

it” (Zechariah 2:5). Here is what we need to hold in our hearts: God is 

bringing us back together to worship; God is bringing a new rector to serve 

us. If things seem a little anti-climactic as we slowly phase out of lockdown, 

“do not despise these small beginnings” (Zechariah 4:10). Know this: God is 

with us; God is the wall of fire around us; God is the glory within us. Be 

strong. 
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Parish Parcels 
 

During lockdown there have been families in our parish struggling to cope: 

emotionally, physically and financially. 

Through donations, St Martin’s has been able to offer an occasional food 

parcels to help to support them. These have been received with surprise and 

grateful thanks. Showing the love of God to those in need. 

  

James 2:14-17, 26 New International Version (NIV) 
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has 

no deeds? Can such faith save them?  
15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you 

says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their 

physical needs, what good is it? 
17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is 

dead................................ 
26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

               Vacancy News 

We have heard from the Old Palace that Bishop John will 

be pleased to institute Revd Peter Hart as Team Rector 

of the Worcester South East Team Ministry (with re-

sponsibility for Worcester St Martin with St Peter) at 

6.00pm on Tuesday 1st September 2020.  Further details 

to follow. 

Work on the Rectory has been completed. The garden is looking more or 

less respectable. But we are still waiting to hear when Peter and Beverley 

Hart will be able to move in. So we are waiting patiently, and praying for all 

concerned. 

Oberammergau 2022 

Obviously this year’s Passion Play was postponed, so we now look forward 

to June 1st 2022. We know that there will be spaces on the party, as some 

people have preferred to cancel. McCabe Travel hope to keep the same 

price and arrangements as agreed, if possible. If you or any one you know 

would like to join the group and see the Passion Play and visit the Alps 

please talk to me, Elizabeth Yarker (tel 01905 352997) 
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Join our Flock! 

 

As we eagerly anticipate being able to be 

together again, why not use some time 

making a sheep for St Martin’s flock. They 

can be 2D or 3D (just not bigger than 6 

inches) and created using anything you like. 

When we can meet again, our sheep will 

be herded into one flock in the church! 

 

Last month we met 

Ewecclesiastes, a fine 

specimen of the rare 

’Cotton Wool’ 

breed. He is keen to 

meet the rest of his 

flock, including 

Baathsheepa, a 

‘Worcestershire 

Pom-pom’ sheep!  

   

Church Opening News 

The Prime Minister has announced that it will be possible to open church 
buildings for public worship from 4  July, as long as all public health guidance is 

followed. Safety remains of paramount importance and this will be a gradual 
process. Other than weddings, there is no limit on the numbers of people 

allowed in a particular church, as long as they are able to be more than a metre 
apart. Churches will also be permitted to open for other purposes such as 

tourism and hospitality. 

Bishop John said:  

“Churches have been supporting their communities throughout the lockdown 

in all kinds of practical and spiritual ways. It’s great news that from 4 July we 
will be able to open our buildings for worship and weddings and to be a place 

of comfort and hope for all those who have been affected by the pandemic. 
However, safety remains of paramount importance and we’ll be looking closely 

at the Government’s advice and working out how churches might open while 
ensuring we are protecting the vulnerable and limiting the spread of the virus.” 

More information about when St Martin’s will be open will be available on the 

website and in the bulletin when decisions have been made.  
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Missionary News 

by Elizabeth Yarker 

 

I received both USPG 

and CMS’s Magazines at 
about the same time recently. We don’t 

usually hear much from CMS, though we 
know USPG well, and they give an 
interesting comparison of the C of E’s two 

great Mission(ary) Societies. WE support both through St Martin’s alms each 
year.  

USPG was founded in 1701, CMS about a hundred years later. Both worked 
extensively in Africa where the low church CMS areas differ from the high 
church SPG. (Livingstone-inspired Universities Mission to Central Africa later 

provided the ‘United’ for SPG.) CMS is still there, as is USPG. But CMS also 
works extensively in central and southern America, sending Mission Partners 

there to work in slums, with indigenous communities, with street children, 
women and young girls. They work in about fifty countries, with local mission 

partners in places as diverse as Bolivia and Romania. “The Call “is full of snippets 
about people and places helped, and causes supported. Its theology is good 

sound Bible-based - chapter and verse style. They are a good solid Mission as we 
all expect, and well worth our support.  

USPG – Partners in Mission - now works differently. They have 

re-vamped their Magazine. Koinonia (pronounced koy-no-nee-a) 
has replaced the familiar Transmission. Koinonia reflects the New 

Testament’s fellowship, mutuality, togetherness, and partnership 
– the Anglican Communion. It respects the independence and 

mutual dependence of the Anglican Communion in all its 
diversity. USPG does not ‘send missionaries’ now, though it sponsors short-term 

placements abroad. The Bishop of the Windward Islands describes the mutual 
benefits and lasting friendships which often result. Instead USPG supports, 

enables and encourages the dioceses to run effective projects themselves. 
Zimbabwe’s HIV Stigma & Discrimination Reduction Programme, supported by 

the Partners in Mission project, has been very effective, not only reducing stigma 
and increasing awareness but its Wellness groups and nutrition gardens have 

improved health, raised the profile of the church, and enabled them to influence 
other local groups. 

The Archbishop of West Africa exemplifies Partnership. USPG has enabled him 

to study in England and has supported many of his clergy at Selly Oak College, 
Birmingham, trained his Archdeacons in Ghana, and other archbishops too. As 

well, he says, USPG has helped them to repair church and school roofs, provide 
wells in rural areas, and build an income-generating hostel at their university. He 
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has also met the wider church at the Triennial Conferences in Fiji and Barbados.  

The Primate of Canada was looking forward to Lambeth, now postponed to July 
2021.  She considers the injustices which the Church should be tackling, and the 

certainty of profound disagreement, as at Lambeth 2008. How to ‘live together 
with difference? I think it is one of our gifts,’ she says. 

Bishop Rose in Dover, Canon Vicentia in South Africa without water for six 

days, good relations between Christians and Muslims in Gambia, and Rethinking 
Mission in Nairobi - from Algiers to Yokohama, the Anglican Communion is 

definitely alive, struggling in places but facing difficulty with courage. USPG is 
there to help, to listen as friend and partner and to support.  

Are CMS and USPG rivals? Not at all. Canon John from Lusaka grew up with 

USPG and worked with many of their people. He was sent by CMS to the 
Anglican Communion Office in London, where he now works with USPG 

colleagues. Both societies consider their people as Family.  Koinonia is a thought
- provoking read! 

Black Lives Matter 

The Bishop of Worcester, Dr John Inge and the Dean of Worcester, Peter 

Atkinson have ‘taken the knee’ outside the Cathedral to pray for all those affected 

by repression, discrimination and injustice. 

Bishop John said: “Since 25 May, when George Floyd lay dying with a policeman’s 

knee on his neck, his cry ‘I can’t breathe’  has gone round the world. That dying cry 

captures the despair of so many people for whom the world is a place of 

repression, discrimination, and injustice. It captures the cry of so many black 

children, women, and men; so many black communities all over the world. George 

Floyd’s dying cry has provoked anger and protest, summed up in the words, ‘Black 

Lives Matter’. I ask you to join me in praying for a world in which Black Lives 

Matter.” 

The Bishop and the Dean prayed for nine minutes outside the Cathedral, 

remembering the amount of time that George Floyd lay unable to breathe. 

At the start of the prayers, the Dean of Worcester, Peter Atkinson said: The 

Gospel of Jesus Christ tells us that every person is our neighbour. Yet the  Church 

has often oppressed, marginalised, or forgotten people. The Church has been 

complicit in making slaves of black people, persecuting Jewish people, waging 

crusades against Muslim people, criminalising gay people, oppressing women, and 

abusing children. God breathed into all people the breath of life, but so often ours 

has been the knees that have squeezed the life from others.” 

After remembering the long history of oppression and suffering for black people and 

giving thanks for the witness of black Christians and for all whose work is a 

celebration of black culture, the Bishop and Dean concluded with the Lord’s Prayer. 

They also asked God to grant peace to the Church, peace among nations, peace in 

our dwellings, and peace in all our hearts. 
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Love in Action 

 

Worcester Foodbank 
 

Summer, normally a time for rest, relaxation, and 

holidays, is a time of increased tension and 

financial worry for many families.  Even without 

the Coronavirus, the loss of normal support 

structures during the school holidays means that many children go hungry. 

Here are ways you can help support the Worcester Foodbank at this time: 

 Donate food at most of the big local supermarkets.  The latest list of 

most needed items include cracker biscuits, peanut butter, cooking 

oil, tomato sauce, brown sauce, and tomato puree. 

 Donating online – you can give a one-off donation or a regular 

monthly payment.  Go to worcester.foodbank.org.uk  

 Donate major supermarket gift-cards or cheques, made payable to 

Worcester Foodbank.  Send to 7, Lowesmoor Wharf, Worcester, 

WR1 2RS 

 Phone 01905 780400 to arrange for a food collection 

 Use the Bankuet app to give a one-off or regular food bundle 

delivered directly to the Foodbank.  The bundles range from £10 to 

£100 and take just a few minutes to order before being packed and 

shipped to the Foodbank. 

 

Maggs Day Centre 
 

Rough sleepers are particularly vulnerable during the pandemic, 

since many are homeless due to underlying health issues.  

Unable to self-isolate, they circulate widely in the community 

and are therefore highly likely to pass the virus on through the 

wider community.  To date, not one rough sleeper in 

Worcestershire has lost their life to the Coronavirus. This is 

due in large part to the work of Maggs Day Centre. 

In order to increase funds, Maggs has launched a crowdfunding project 

aiming to raise £1000.  If you would like to support this project please visit 

https://www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/helping-homelesspeople-during-

the-civi-19-pandem 

https://www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/helping-homelesspeople-during-the-civi-19-pandem
https://www.avivacommunityfund.co.uk/helping-homelesspeople-during-the-civi-19-pandem
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Groaner Puns 

 

☺ Are people born with a photographic memory?  Or does it take time 

to develop? 

☺ What colour is the wind?  Blew. 

☺ I always knock on the fridge door before opening it.  

Just in case there’s a salad dressing. 

☺ I’m reading a horror story in Braille.  Something bad is 

going to happen.  I can feel it. 

☺ How much do dumplings weigh?  Wonton. 

☺ Did you hear about the cheese factory explosion in France?  All that 

was left was de Brie. 

☺ I saw a documentary on how ships hulls are built.  Riveting. 

☺ I’ve started investing in stocks – mainly beef, chicken and vegetable.  

One day I hope to be a bouillonaire. 

☺ As soon as space travel is possible, I’m moving away from the Milky 

Way to the SoyMilky Way galaxy.  I’m Galactose 

intolerant. 

☺ Where do poor Italians live?  In the spaghetto. 

☺ Last night I dreamt I wrote Lord of the Rings.  I must 

have been Tolkien in my sleep. 

☺ I went to a haunted restaurant in France.  I had to 

leave, the place was giving me the crepes. 

☺ I used to run a dating agency for chickens. I was struggling to make 

hens meet. 

☺ I once had a conversation with a dolphin.  We just clicked. 

☺ Bilbo awoke one morning to find a Tesco supermarket had been built 

next to his house.  There’s an unexpected item in the Baggins area. 

☺ What’s blue and smells like red paint?  Blue paint. 

☺ What do you call a woman who sounds like an ambulance?  Nina. 

☺ I’ve just burned my Hawaiian pizza.  I should have put it on aloha 

temperature. 

☺ My Grandad was a baker in the army.  He went in all buns glazing. 

☺ I’ve just stolen a load of inflatables from the swimming pool.  I’d 

better lilo. 

☺ I know loads of jokes about cash machines but I just can’t think of 

one atm. 

☺ What do you call an ugly dinosaur?  An eyesaur. 

☺ I just downloaded the music of the film ‘Titanic’.  It’s syncing now. 
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Victory in Europe was 

definitely 

commemorated on 

Spetchley Road. 
A lady called Sally posted 

notes through every door 

inviting the neighbourhood 

to join in with a Street 

Party by having a socially-

distanced lunch at the end 

of the drives. 

Some of us didn’t know 

Sally but did that matter? No.  

Out came the Bunting; Union flags were hung 

from windows; and anything festive was 

festooned! 

Scones, dainty cucumber and salmon sandwiches, 

Pimms were made (and later consumed). Tables 

laid and summer chairs were placed ready. 

Noon arrived on Friday 8th May and the Road was 

full of neighbours. All, socially distancing, enjoyed 

the event.  

The neighbours who play in the worship band at 

Woodgreen Evangelical Church played 40s music.  

Their son played the Last Post at 3.00pm when 

we all stood silently to remember the human cost 

for Victory in Europe. 

Pimms o’clock continued 

into the early evening. 

Thanks to Sally and all the 

others who organised a 

small gathering that Special 

75th Anniversary day. 

Some of our JAM Club and 

Messy Church members 

also sent pics of their 

celebrations, including 

Aiden playing his trumpet! 

Gail Rowley 

Write Down Your Street 
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Many of you will remember the poem about Seagulls by Maggie McMurray which 

we published in our September 2019 magazine. We have just received a 'follow 

up' from Maggie which reflects the current situation. 

Worcester is in lockdown 

The gulls have gone away 

We're hiding from the virus 

Which came from Wuhan way. 

 

Our restaurants have all closed down 

The takeaways have gone 

No wasted food is on the ground 

For gulls to feed upon. 

 

The gulls have all flown back to sea 

To feed on fish so fresh 

No chance of catching viruses 

From their delicious flesh. 

 
That is of course assuming 

That they have learned from us 

That eating fish if it's not cooked 

Will make them sick like us. 

 

So now at night on Weston pier 

You'll see a rosy glow 

The gulls have lit their barbecues 

Because of what they know! 

Seagulls 
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Happy Birthday 

JAM Club! 

Yes,  JAM Club’s  2nd  

Birthday!  

It  started  2  years  ago  

on  Tuesday 5th June.. 

We  will  let  you  know  when  it  is  safe  to  

start  JAM Club  again. 

Birthday  Cake  all  round  that morning!   

Some families sent pics of their 

children and their Lockdown 

activities for our Church magazine. 

The leaders are praying for the 

children and for those who have 

gone back to school. 

Through email and a WhatsApp 

group, we let the families know that 

we are thinking of them, and praying 

for them too. 
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Messy Church in Lockdown 

 

Every third Saturday during Lockdown, the church has 

been empty. No Messy Church families coming 

through the door. June 20th was no different either. 

What are the families doing? Through texts and emails they have been 

contacted and they have  been sent activities to do. 

 

This month there is a Messy Church Bitesize. The theme is Father God 

will supply All of our needs. There is an art and craft activity, music, 

acting and Archie the cockatoo puppet! 

 

It is from another Rev Rob. He is our son-in-law from St Paul’s, Dorcan in 

Swindon, where he is the curate. Rob has regularly come to St Martin’s 

Messy Church, so some of our regular families will know him. 

 

Look up his YouTube link to find out what Archie did and to join in with his 

Bitesize Messy Church. It’s only about 10 minutes long and is well worth 

watching. 

 

The link is: https://youtu.be/3GhdCne4GEY 

 

Please continue to PRAY for our MC families. 

• They are home-schooling and juggling their “working from home” 

schedules as well. 

• Children in year 6 will be moving to High Schools in September, leaving 

Primary schools that they have attended for 7 years. This is a huge change 

and is probably worse emotionally during lockdown. 

• Little ones will be moving from Nurseries to Reception classes. Again 

emotional upheaval. 

Many boys and girls are struggling because they can’t see grandparents. 

(Hopefully this will soon be remedied) 

 

Our next St. Martin’s Messy Church will be on 

Saturday 19th September, but only if we are 

allowed to: - mix freely, share craft tables and 

sit together in the Lady Chapel for our time of 

worship. 

Gail Rowley 

Why not 

make a sheep 

for St Martin’s 

flock? (see pg 

7) 



 

26 

A Letter from Archdeacon 

Nikki Groarke 

As I write this piece for you, at the very end of May, life is still 

full of uncertainty, and I have no idea what the situation in our 
country, or in our churches, will be like by the time you read 

my words. The year to date has been one of unprecedented 
change – much that we now regard as ‘normal’ would have been unimaginable 
this time last year. We have adapted our life styles, followed the guidelines, 

practiced social distancing, closed our church buildings and endeavoured to stay 
alert to slow the spread of a global pandemic and save lives. 

I wonder what you have most missed during these months of lockdown. And I 
wonder how long we will consciously treasure those things when we eventually 

have them back in our lives.  Because we take so much for granted, until it’s 
suddenly not there, or not allowed.  For me, it’s been all about people – my 
family and friends.  Throughout April and May, there were many things we 

could only do with ‘members of our own household’.  I, along with over eight 
million other people in the UK, live alone, so until late May I couldn’t do 

anything with anyone! Apart from my virtual encounters (which fill most days – 
the wonders of technology have enabled meetings to go on, so the world 

hasn’t ground to a complete halt).  How I have missed being with my Mum and 
Dad, my wider family, sharing a meal and a hug. How I have craved a face-to-

face chat with a friend. How I have longed to mingle with others over a coffee 
at the end of a church service, after having sung our hearts out in praise and 

shared communion and a sign of peace together. 

Some of those joys are gradually being restored now. I can see my mum in the 
garden, but not hug her. I can run with a friend and chat to my heart’s content, 

but running a marathon with thousands of others is off limits. Church buildings 
are likely to be closed for gathered worship for some time yet.  My spirits have 

been lifted wonderfully by these new freedoms, and I want to keep that sense 
of thankfulness and joy, never again taking such things for granted. 

In his letter to a small church in Colosse, Saint Paul urges his readers to ‘be 

thankful’, to ‘sing with gratitude’.  It’s easy to forget thankfulness when we take 
things for granted, the freedoms most of us have as able bodied people in a 

relatively affluent part of the world. When the freedom to leave our homes, 
walk the hills, get a haircut, worship together, hug our family gets wrenched 

from us, we are perhaps prompted to realise how little we appreciated all that 
was good.  I hope to have an attitude of gratitude long after this crisis is over. I 

want to be thankful for all the things I have missed, not just for the first few 
weeks I have them back, but forever. 

As we venture into whatever the new normal looks like, let’s cultivate 

thankfulness and grateful hearts, and never take our blessings for granted. 
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Hymn Quiz Answers 

From June’s Magazine 

 

1.  Jerusalem the golden 

2.  Glory to thee, my God, this night 

3.  Lord of all hopefulness 

4. ‘Tis good, Lord, to be here 

5.  Faithful vigil ended 

6.  Love Divine, all loves excelling 

7.  Sing, my tongue, the glorious battle 

8.  Hills of the North, rejoice 

9.  Hark! the herald angels sing 

10.  For all the Saints 

11.  Fight the good fight  

12.  Brightest and best of the sons of the 

morning 

13.  He who would valiant be 

14.  Ride on, ride on in majesty 

15.  It came upon the midnight clear 

16.  Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

17.  All hail the power of Jesu’s name 

18.  Blest are the pure in heart 

19.  Ye choirs of new Jerusalem 

20.  All creatures of our God and King 

21.  Dear Lord and Father of mankind 

22.  While shepherds watched their flocks 

by night 

23.  Come, thou long expected Jesus 

24.  Come, let us join our cheerful songs 

25.  Father, hear the prayer we offer 

26.  O Thou who camest from above 

27.  Just as I am, without one plea 

28.  The first Nowell the angel did say 

29.  Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go 

30.  Alleluya, sing to Jesus 
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Suitcase Stories 

 

As holidays are likely to be extremely limited this year as we ease out of lockdown, 

we invite you to take a virtual holiday, with the memories of favourite holidays of 

some of our readers.  Many thanks to all who contributed! 

 

Isobel Maher remembers a trip to Dracula country… 

My friend and I visited Romania last year, flying to Bucharest, and then had a 

long coach journey to Brasov in Transylvania.  The region was so beautiful: 

forests, fresh air, mountains, tiny family-run farms with horse and cart, so 

peaceful and well worth the long coach trip.  The highlights were a bear 

watching trek into the Carpathian Mountains with an armed forest ranger, 

where we saw both adults and cubs from a hide. Fortified churches, used to 

keep villagers and their livestock safe from marauding invaders. (There had 

been many invaders!). Dracula’s Castle, a steep climb, not that scary on a 

sunny day, but very impressive.  The immaculate park opposite 

our hotel which had play equipment and a paddling-pool for 

children, and outdoor draughts tables and large chessmen for 

adults, were all being used until gone 10pm with no fears for 

our safety.  We could have spent the whole time there, 

rather than go to Bucharest, a very different place. 

 

Ruth Kirwan remembers a special Easter holiday.. 

Off on a narrow boat once again.  It was lovely to be back at the tiller, 

winding through the bare trees, with hills on one side and valleys on the 

other, on the Monmouth and Brecon Canal, or Mon and Brec as it is known.  

First day, it was cold with a smur of rain, but we braved an hour of steering 

before tying up among woods with the village of Llanllen below us.  

It was only a small boat, thirty-nine foot for six of us – two thirteen year-old 

lads, two sixteen year-old lads, John and me. 

Next morning we awoke to blue sky, sheep baaing, birds singing and the 

prospect of breakfast sitting on the roof – what a lovely day!  We took the 

boat from its moorings and slipped through the pearly skeletal woods as the 

day got going in pinks and pale gold.  I saw woodpeckers, nuthatches and 

siskins. Two of us walked and climbed into the hills while two of the boys 

drove on. 

Brecon was the big point of the next day. We meandered through the 

rolling hills with their rushing waterfalls, sheep, and beautiful beech trees on 

the brink of leaf burst.  Here, stone bridges came one after another.  One 

can easily steer into the bank because of gazing up at the overarching 
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branches. The two younger boys steered erratically anyway, but the two 

older boys competed in accuracy, and enjoyed that need for it.  After an 

hour or two, off they went racing along the towpath on their bikes, finding a 

stream and damming it, or finding a rope from a tree, someone else’s fun, 

swinging on it.  The slow pace of the boat chugged quietly alongside.  

The front door was a stable-door, with the top half open, sun streaming, 

rain coming, - there’s nothing to beat eating chocolate, drinking tea and just 

watching. 

We had to stop at Talybont as the drawbridge was 

broken and unable to operate, so off into the hills 

we all walked.  What a day, with sun and dangerous 

mists rolling alternately.  By a reservoir we saw a 

flock of meadow pipits.  Well, that evening we played a silly ‘tell a story and 

pass it on’ game.  The age range produced some extreme amusement! 

It was the best of days, those few days. In my memories are the fresh smell 

of the woods and meadows, warmed nettles on the banks, violets, 

anemones, kingcups and unpolluted air.  It was the teenagers damming 

rushing streams, manhandling the locks, reading comics, conquering the 

steering, struggling into sleeping-bags, into bunks with no headroom, ‘Oh’ 

groaned one, ‘I am grace personified’. 

 

Garth Williams remembers a special pilgrimage… 

Christine and I have had the opportunity to go on many wonderful holidays, 

but the experience that really stands out was an 11-day pilgrimage to Jordan 

and Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula in 2011. This was led by Dr Barry Morgan, the 

then Archbishop of Wales, and holds many wonderful memories for us. The 

undoubted highlight was our climb up Mount Sinai. This is what I wrote at 

the time: 

 

“This was probably the most taxing day of the entire trip. After a 3.30 am 

wakeup call we set out at 4.15 am in darkness to climb Mount Sinai, starting 

at St Catherine’s Monastery which we had visited the day before. Some 

rode camels for the first part of this climb to the 7,497 ft summit (from the 

plateau of about 5,000 ft) but Christine and Garth elected to walk the fairly 

reasonable path – until you got to the last section. Then you meet the 

thousands of steps hewn out of stone by the monks of St Catherine’s 

Monastery. We only had to climb a mere 750 of them, but they are not like 

your usual staircase! The steps are all shapes and sizes so were quite a 

challenge, but we all made it, and the view from the top was breathtaking. 

Dr Barry Morgan read the story of the Ten Commandments while we got 



 

30 

our breath back, and we 

had time to admire the 

surrounding peaks – and 

the fitness of Moses who 

didn’t have the steps to 

help his climb – before 

we started our way 

down. We finished our 

trek about midday but 

had climbed the worst in 

the cool of the early 

morning, so for most it 

was not too taxing.” 

 

A footnote: St Catherine’s Monastery was established in 565 

AD and includes a Greek Orthodox Church, a Mosque, the 

Burning Bush as described in Exodus, the world’s oldest 

continually operating library and the second largest 

collection of early codices and manuscripts in the 

world. It is a Unesco World Heritage site. 

In the accompanying photograph of our group, 

taken at the top of Mount Sinai, Dr Barry Morgan 

is second from the left. Christine and Garth are on the 

extreme right. 

 

Joan Hazzard on a special honeymoon trip… 

Twenty-three years ago, on July 12th, Tony took me on our honeymoon to 

Zimbabwe.  It was special for two reasons: - our 

honeymoon, but also it was to see Tony’s road 

and Tony’s New Salisbury Airport, now named Harare!  

His first position after completing his Leeds University degree 

in Civil Engineering.  Robert Mugabe was made President ten 

years previously and people were beginning to be fearful of the future.  

We are always grateful that we managed to see Zimbabwe, including 

Victoria Falls and also Tony’s Airport and road! 

 

Tony Hazzard writes about another holiday.. 

That December we had travelled for most of the day from south to north. 

Around mid-afternoon we were diverted from the motorway due to the 

discovery of a WWII unexploded bomb during maintenance works some 

twenty kilometres further north. We were navigating by a handy motoring 
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atlas although our destination was simply due north and very easy to follow 

even on the minor roads alongside the now deserted motorway.  

The weather deteriorated and the last 80km to our destination was in 

noisy, heavy pouring rain with consequent limited visibility. With good 

fortune we arrived at the main gateway of the hill-top village and, in 

accordance with the instructions in our trusty hotel guide book, we parked 

in the carpark below the old village walls and walked through the gateway 

and along the short distance to the small entrance to our resting place for 

the next couple of nights. It was after 10.00pm and our welcoming host 

showed us to our very comfortable room. We were soon asleep under our 

enveloping continental quilt. 

The following morning found us in the dining room seeking a buffet style 

breakfast. The curtains were closed across the width of the room and the 

low powered wall lights were just adequate for our finding a suitable two-

seat table. Our host arrived and again gave us a hearty welcome. He moved 

to the end of the room and with a deliberate, seemingly well-rehearsed 

swish, opened the curtains as if retracting the theatre curtains across a very 

large proscenium arch. 

We gasped. In bright sunshine we saw before us and extending to the 

distant horizon a thrilling panorama containing olive groves, tall Cyprus 

trees, a spacious homely building reached via a straight tidy farm track, 

which was all described in our guide book as the best view from a dining 

room in the whole of Europe.  

With that we heartily agree, and we will remember it forever. 

 

Where is this wonderful view?  You will have to wait until September to find out, 

unless you can persuade Tony to tell you! 

For now it is his and Joan’s little secret!! 
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Parish Register 

Cleaning Heroes 

Many thanks to Duncan Wood for 

helping to get the church ready for 

opening up for private prayer after the 

lockdown.  Duncan, with help from 

Dave Hall and Will Jupe, has been busy 

cleaning and polishing the floor, and 

will be helping to keep the church clean 

once it is open.  

 

                  Golden Couple 

Congratulations to Jo and Jim Wheldon who 

celebrate their Golden Wedding Anniversary on 

18th July. Jo and Jim were married at St. Mary's 

Church, Hay-on-Wye, Breconshire. They hope to 

celebrate with you with cake and wine when church 

returns to "normal"! 

 

                   Special Birthday 

Val Hall is celebrating her 70th birthday on 14th July. 

Have a lovely day, Val! 

Parish and People 

Funerals 

26th May—Anthony McGretton  

22nd June—Joan Woodward  

  Redhill Care Centre 

Jane Tibbutt RIP 

We send our condolences and best wishes to Dr David Tibbutt following 

the news of the sudden death of his wife Jane.  She died aged 80 on Monday 

25th May,  with her family at her side.  Jane, along with David, was a regular 

worshipper at Whittington church.  Her funeral took place on 15th June.  

Any donations in Jane’s memory would be gratefully received by the 

Haemophilia Society. 
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www.facebook.com/stmartinsworcester  

 

If you have any news or an article that you wish to be included 

in the next issue, for September 2020, please email it to Nick 

Harrison (nick.harrison491@gmail.com) and Hannah Parry 

(hannahjoyparry@hotmail.co.uk) by Friday 21st August. 

The issue for September 2020 will be published on Sunday 

30th August. 

Contacts 

 

Team Rector Vacant   

Assistant Curate The Revd Dr Robin Parry 764651 

Licensed Reader Mike Bunclark 355585 

Organist & Choir Director John Swindells 

Churchwarden Malcolm McMurray 353470 

Churchwarden Elizabeth Yarker 352997  

Safeguarding Officer Sheila Treacher 767840 

Parish Centre Manager  Malcolm McMurray  353470 

Parish Centre Bookings Joan Hazzard 07855 806678 

joanhazz@gmail.com  

Magazine 

Distribution Manager George Bushell 352549 

Magazine Editor Nick Harrison 07936 850844  
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THE PARISH OF ST MARTIN WITH ST PETER 

 

Coronavirus – Covid–19 

As some restrictions relating to places of worship are lifted, we will be 

following guidance from the Church of England and the Diocese.  Please see 

the Weekly Bulletin for the most up to date information regarding use of the 

church building and Parish Centre. 

The Worcester South East Team of clergy are working on ways to continue 

serving the needs of our parishes.  

The Team Office at St Martin’s is closed to 

visitors but can still be reached by phone and 

email. For Pastoral Support please 

contact the Revd Andy Stand on 

01905 358150, 

andy.stand@sky.com 

 

For details about weekly 

online services, please see 

the website or contact 

the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PARISH & TEAM OFFICE AT ST MARTIN’S  
London Road, Worcester, WR5 2ED    

01905 358083  
worcestersoutheastteam@gmail.com 

www.stmartinsworcester.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/stmartinsworcester 

Team Administrator: Rebecca Caskie 

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10.00am 

to 1.00pm (closed Wednesday) 

Please contact the Team Administrator to arrange  
Baptisms, Thanksgivings, Marriages or Blessings 


