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Church Calendar for December/January  

December 

Sun 6 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

Mon 7 St Ambrose Bishop & Teacher of the Faith, 397 

Tue 8 Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Wed  9 Ember Day  

Fri 11 Ember Day 

Sat 12 Ember Day   

Sun 13 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Thur 17 The Great Antiphons of Advent begin: O Sapientia (O Wisdom)  

Fri 18 O Adonai (O Lord of lords)  

Sat 19 O Radix Jesse (O root of Jesse)  

Sun 20 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT; O Clavis David (O key of David)  

Mon 21 O Oriens (O morning star of the East)  

Tue 22 O Rex gentium (O King of the nations)  

Wed 23 O Emmanuel  

Thur 24 CHRISTMAS EVE  

Fri 25 THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

Sat 26 St Stephen Deacon & First Martyr  

Sun 27 ST JOHN Apostle & Evangelist 

Mon 28 The Holy Innocents 

Tue 29 St Thomas Becket Archbishop 

January  

Fri 1 The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus 

Sat 2 Sts Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus  
Bishops & Teachers of the Faith, 379 and 389 

Sun 3 THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 

Sun 10 THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST 

Tue 12 St Aelred Abbot, 1167 

Wed 13 St Hilary Bishop & Teacher of the Faith, 367 

Sun 17 2ND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY; 

Mon 18 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins 

Tue 19 St Wulfstan Bishop 1095 

Thur 21 St Agnes child martyr, 304 

Sun 24 3RD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

Mon 25 Conversion of St Paul 

Tue 26 Sts Timothy and Titus companions of Paul 

Thur 28 St Thomas Aquinas Priest, Philosopher & Teacher, 1274 

Sun 31 4TH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
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From the Rectory 

A letter from Revd. Peter Hart 

 

The Christmas lights have been up in people’s houses for 

several weeks, we have been released from lockdown and 

allowed to go shopping again, the Christmas spirit of 

anticipation and joy ought to be growing day by day, but 

there is an underlying anxiety over family gatherings and meeting up with 

friends and neighbours which is casting a shadow over this festive season.  

What can we do that will be safe?  How far can we travel?  Who can we see 

and how close can we get to them?  There is a burden of responsibility that 

we all feel, not to be the one who passes on the virus to vulnerable 

members of our family and social circle. 

 

And yet the urge to celebrate is strong, to shout at the darkness and the 

fear that we have not been subdued by all that is ranged against us.  Our 

worship through this month of December takes us there too: Advent 

challenges us with the likes of John the Baptist railing in the wilderness 

against excesses and corruption and pointing us towards Jesus, and Mary, 

willingly taking on the unheard-of prospect of bearing the Messiah – we may 

think that our lives are hard, but have we been asked to do anything like the 

tasks that John & Mary were given? 

 

So we will gather for worship this Christmas.  We have adapted the 

traditional service of 9 Lessons and Carols – which would be misery if we 

couldn’t sing – to fewer carols and more poetry, and we have created a 

second choir just to sing carols this Christmas.  This is your chance to sing 

in church, and you don’t have to be able to read music!  Talk to the 

Director of Music now!  There will be two crib services, to spread out our 

family worship through Christmas Eve.  And we will celebrate Midnight Mass 

with all the pomp and joy we can muster, and gather again on Christmas 

morning to welcome our Saviour on his birthday.  The doors will be open, 

the welcome will be warm, the worship will be uplifting – come and join us! 

 

May I wish all of you a very happy and 

blessed Christmas, and a safe and 

exciting New Year. 

 

Fr Peter 
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Special Services for Christmas  
in St Martin’s Church 

(subject to changing Government restrictions) 
 

SUNDAY 20 DECEMBER ~ ADVENT 4 
 10.00am Eucharist with Organ and St Martin’s Choir 
  live streamed on Facebook  

 6.30pm Carol Service - a sequence of readings and music 
  with Organ, St Martin’s Choir and Family Choir 
   live streamed on Facebook 

THURSDAY 24 DECEMBER ~ CHRISTMAS EVE 
 2pm & 5pm Crib Service 
  two opportunities to attend this highly popular event  

 11.30pm Midnight Mass with Organ and St Martin’s Choir 
  live streamed on Facebook  

FRIDAY 25 DECEMBER ~ CHRISTMAS DAY  
 10.00am Christmas Eucharist  
  with Organ and Family Choir 

SUNDAY 27 DECEMBER ~ CHRISTMAS 1 
 10.00am Eucharist with Organ Music 
  live streamed on Facebook  

Strict Covid-19 precautions in place with mandatory face coverings 
and social distancing measures 

For up-to-date information and orders of service 
see www.stmartinsworcester.org.uk or 
facebook.com/stmartinsworcester 
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Missionary News 

by Elizabeth Yarker 

   

 

Advent Appeal for Embrace the Middle East 

Embrace the Middle East is our Advent charity this year, and we 

hope that you will feel able to support them. We looked at several 

other very good causes, Embrace the Middle East was the most 

urgent. The need is HUGE there, and no more so than in winter, 

when the temperature drops to well below freezing. 

Lebanon is host to at least a million and a half refugees from Syria, and 

700,000 people in Beirut have been made homeless by the terrible 

explosion in August. 

Embrace say, “Winter is coming, and so are storms, snow, torrential rain 

and freezing temperatures.”  Not the weather for living in a tent! People 

like young Naseem and his family fled from Syria with nothing, and rely on 

the kindness of strangers. Work is very hard to come by, and the locals 

have very little themselves, but they are generous with what they have.  

Winter will be hard for them.  

Embrace say, “We stand in awe of the teams who are distributing blankets, 

mattresses, stoves, heaters, and food parcels to the most vulnerable Syrian 

refugees and Lebanese in need.”  

The need now is for basic necessities. It is up to us to help people survive -  

people like young Naseem and his family, and Dima and her children (seen 

on the poster in church). Later these children will need somewhere to 

learn, a safe space to play, some sort of job training, and hope for the 

future. Until then WE supply the blankets, mattresses, stoves, heaters and 

food parcels which the Lebanese, generous with their time, can deliver to 

those most in need. 

There are many calls on our money, but we have the essentials, and much 

more. We can help them. Please use the Embrace the Middle East envelopes 

which are at the back of church. Return them through the Office letterbox, 

which is secure, or on the plate on Sundays. Or you can donate by phone 

on 01494 897950 or online at www.embraceme.org/Naseem 

Thank you for your generosity. 

 

Other good causes we considered 

Christian Aid got in first with concern about drought in Ethiopia, a climate 
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change issue, worrying, especially as fighting has broken out 

over Tigray, and refugees are pouring into Sudan. USPG is 

supporting the Church in Tanzania’s Prevention of Transmission of HIV from 

Mother to Baby campaign, which saves the lives of both 

mother and child. HIV-positive infants are unlikely to survive 

beyond five years old.  Mothers unaware of the danger are 

also vulnerable. Another worthy cause, but we already 

support USPG’s Partners in Mission Scheme with 

Education for Change in Sri Lanka. The third was 

at home. Church Army are expanding their Centres of Mission 

and have become very concerned about mental health issues 

among the people they meet. In one week one evangelist met 

two people thinking of suicide because of the pandemic. 

Concerning!  

But we like Embrace the Middle East. They have a clear focus on Lebanon, 

Syria, Egypt and of course the Holy Land itself. Now they are also in Iraq. 

We support their Health Fund, including nurses training in Egypt, clinics in 

hard to reach places everywhere, Al Ahli Hospital in Gaza, where little 

Maryam was cured of rickets and can now walk well. (Her picture is on the 

poster in church.) Their Education Fund has a strong focus on people with 

disabilities who get no schooling elsewhere. The Princess Basma Centre in 

Jerusalem is a long-term partner, as is the Zvartnotz Centre and Al Khafaat 

in Beirut. Their fight against poverty centres on literacy and skills for 

women. “Now I can read, write and add up, people can’t cheat me.” “I am 

independent now. I can feed and help my children.” Another feature is 

welfare of young and vulnerable people. Support for Cairo’s rubbish dealers, 

the Zabaleen, who are Christians, shows this. Their Salaam Centre covers 

health, skills and a safe space away from the odour of refuse. In Acre they 

support drop-outs and street people, who get no other help. And many 

more. 

But refugees are desperate. Vast numbers in the Lebanon and in Egypt as 

well increase the difficulties of already stretched communities. Their needs 

are urgent. It is winter and cold. They need shelter. The Lebanese cannot 

manage alone.  We can help. So we chose Embrace the Middle East. I hope 

you agree. 
 

Thank You 

The PCC agreed to pay our church Alms in full. So USPG now have the 

second half of our promised sum for Education for Change to improve lives 

for tea pickers in Sri Lanka. It is a long-term project and we wish them well. 

It is right that those who pick our tea should be treated properly. Thank you 

for your help. 
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Happy New Year 

Heaven’s gift of another year 

As the old departs and the new is born, 

Plans for a future and a hope 

Preparing us for each new dawn. 

Yesterday has gone forever, 

New days and ventures lie ahead, 

Even darkness turns to light 

When we make the Lord our head. 

Yielding to the Holy Spirit 

Ever mindful that He’s there, 

As we live our lives before Him 

Rejoicing in His loving care. 

By Megan Carter 

A New Year’s resolution-prayer  

following in His footsteps 

Almighty eternal, just and merciful God, grant us the desire to do only what 

pleases you, and the strength to do only what you command.  Cleanse our 

souls, enlighten our minds, and inflame our hearts with your Holy Spirit, 

that we may follow in the footsteps of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

St Francis of Assisi (1182 – 1226)  
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Letters from Uganda 

published for charity 
 

Jane and I went to Uganda in 1998 to work 

with the Ministry of Health on their Continuing 

Medical Education programme. From that time 

we wrote regular letters to our friends at 

Whittington Church. When Jane died on 25th 

May this year I decided to compile these Letters 

from Uganda with added photographs. This is a 

memorial to Jane because without her we 

would not have done the things we did. 

While in Uganda, one task was to write a monthly medical journal to all 92 

hospitals. Some were in remote and difficult to access places and some were 

dangerous because of security issues. To distribute our journal we used the 

services of Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF). MAF, founded 75 years ago,  

is a Christian mission organisation that flies small aircraft (eg Cessnas) to 

overcome the difficulties of access. A flight takes off every four minutes in 

many parts of the world. The pilots deliver relief workers, doctors, pastors, 

school books, food and medicines. So it seemed appropriate to donate any 

proceeds from our Letters to MAF.  

Reviews 

•  David and Jane Tibbutt’s ‘Letters from Uganda’ provide a window into the time 

when they took an unexpected path from Worcester to Africa. Having the Letters all 

gathered together with David’s own photographs is a wonderfully powerful testament 

to the difference for good they made to hundreds of lives both directly, by training 

local medics, and by distributing up to date medical advice far and wide with MAF’s 

help. Ugandans would travel unbelievable distances for medical treatment when 

word got around that the English doctor and nurse were back again, and many long 

lasting friendships were made. Above all this is a loving tribute in Jane’s memory to 

a very special lifetime’s partnership helping others.  Janet Pearson 

•  This is a fascinating read. David and Jane build a picture of a country and a 

people struggling to fight sickness against all odds. The Tibbutts’ contribution to 

medical care amongst extreme poverty is told modestly - failures as well as 

successes - mixed with humour and love. Highly recommended.  Shirley Scott 

How to buy 

Published in A4 with 38 pages and full colour photographs throughout, the 

price is £4 (plus £1.50 if posted). Rebecca in the Team Office is kindly looking 

after printing and distribution, so please contact her if you would like a copy.  

David Tibbutt 
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Frederick Arthur Allan  

14 Oct 1944 - 18 Oct 2020 
 

How do you survive in the world when you don’t quite fit? 

When you know that you will not marry, and do not make 
close friends? 

Will you find the love that you need? The happiness? 
 

Fred Allan was an outsider by nature who succeeded in 

making himself the star; who at the end of his life would daydream of a better 
time, when he was somebody, king of the hill and cock of the walk: a semi-

professional dancer who had been on tv; who drank sometimes with Tommy 
Cooper; who had a box for a season at the Proms from a grateful customer 

unable to use it himself; who went to premieres through his mother’s 
involvement with the Board of British Film Censors and her work at 

Marylebone Magistrates Court; and, one year, to every Metropolitan Police 
Christmas party: “We were picked up and brought home each night for a week 

in a ‘panda car’!” Visiting Fred in his latter years was to meet him where he 
really lived - in 60s and 70s London - and be drawn through the precisely 

remembered parks and streets of Ealing and Chiswick and Kew, and a golden 
time when “Mother and I bought our beds from Harrods”. 
 

Most people hide their vices and display their virtues. Fred, however, continued 
to smoke despite having COPD and one functioning lung - “I don’t inhale!” he 

would protest, through the fog of his smoke-filled flat. And though invariably 
charming, Fred could be exasperating. But in secret he was a quiet, clean-living 

man; a gentleman; and an innocent in this age of technology, with its attractions 
and temptations; doing his puzzle books, watching quiz shows, and reminiscing - 

to the soundtrack of Classic FM. For there was something of Peter Pan about 
Fred, the eternal boy inhabiting a Neverland of times past, who lacked only the 

ability to fly. 
 

Except, remarkably, that he could. Through his membership of the Air Training 

Corp, Fred had qualified to fly gliders; and was taking flying lessons until his 
father’s death made them harder to afford. A pilot was what he had wanted to 

be. 
 

Fred was born in India, in 1944 - in the city of Lahore, where his mother, 
Frances, had also been born, before marrying a soldier in the Black Watch (also 

Frederick) and having three children: Josephine, Fred and Rosemary. At 
Partition, when Fred was three, Frances and the children came to England by 

ship, settling in the London borough of Ealing, with Frederick following two or 
three years later. Frances was unprepared for life beyond the Raj where 
servants had always cooked and cleaned, but she was determined, and at the 

age of 30 and with three young children soon made Ealing and London their 
home. Fred would attend the grammar school, before joining Hector Powe, the 
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gentleman’s outfitter that would one day be part of Burberry; and in 1978, 

following his father’s death and mother’s retirement, a new job, selling 
advertising in Birmingham, brought Fred and Frances to Worcester. Two years 

later they made St Martin’s their spiritual home, with Fred eventually becoming 
Head Server. 
 

But, for all of Fred’s later reverie, life is not a dream, and the death of his 

mother in 2000 (now twenty years ago) nearly broke him. They were 
companions, sharing a love of entertaining, both creative and good with their 

hands, and both hardworking. The kneelers at St Martin’s were embroidered by 
Frances and Fred; the napkins carefully folded at church socials into crowns and 
swans were his; as were the hanging baskets at their home which twice won 

first prize at Worcester In Bloom. Fred was clever and able. But he wasn’t 
practical in an every-day way. And while Frances had acquired survival skills 

when she arrived in London from India, Fred did not. It was soon apparent that 
he was unequipped for life alone in an unforgiving world, and without the 

support of church friends he would not have survived her loss. In time, though, 
this shattering event marked the start of a new chapter for Fred, including his 

move to an almshouse in the centre of town where he was surrounded by the 
kindest of neighbours (all men); and the birth of ‘Fred’s Trips’ - perhaps the 

great achievement of his life. 
 

Looking back, not even Fred could remember how many trips he organised, but 
at roughly 6 a year from 2001 to 2015 it will be about 90. The idea, while not 
new (because George Sedgley had run them for a number of years previously), 

crystallised slowly as Fred came to terms with the death of his mother and the 
uncertain life that lay ahead of him. His first trip - to the ballet at Birmingham 

Hippodrome - had a single, and most supportive, guest: Sister Joan Hudspeth. 
But over time, this one customer: Joan (who was ever after granted the seat of 

honour next to Fred), grew on occasion to three full coachloads (180 went to 
see Swan Lake at the newly refurbished and reopened Hippodrome). For word 

spread - well beyond St Martin’s - that ‘Fred’s Trips’ were the most wonderfully 
enjoyable and stress-free way to experience ‘culture’. He took us from the 

Lowry Gallery in the north, to St Alban's Church in Bournemouth (the mirror 
image of St Martin's); from Cardiff in the west to see the Kirov Ballet perform 

Don Quixote, to the Millennium Dome for the treasures of Tutankhamun; and 
everywhere in-between: to museums and musicals and mystery plays; to palaces 

and pantomimes; to galleries and gardens; to the Terracotta Army and the 
Leipzig Boys Choir; to the Houses of Parliament and the National Arboretum. 

In breadth of experience and distance travelled Fred showed us the world: 
more than 9400 miles is reckoned, there and back; as far, indeed, as from 
England to Australia. “He opened my eyes”, one lady has said. Culture and 

camaraderie, and at the most affordable price he could negotiate - this is what 
he gave us; and it was appreciated, particularly by those, like Fred, who were 



 

12 

travelling through life alone and would not otherwise have dreamed of these 

things. 
 

So, was Fred happy? 
I believe he found a way to be happy. 

Did he know himself loved? 
He certainly was loved. Not least, at the end, by good neighbours and carers, 

who took him to their hearts and whom he mentioned frequently by name. 
And by many at church who were deeply fond of him, or admired him, or 

simply recognised that he had been dealt a difficult hand and were able to see 
past his occasional trickiness. 
 

And Fred was sure that God loved him and had a place for him, saying only 
recently, with neither sadness nor fear, that he was ready to die.  
 

And as you took our hand, dear Fred, to show us many wonderful things, so 

now God has taken yours. 
 

And you shall have the greatest guide for the greatest of all your trips. 
 

For, as Peter Pan said, when facing his own imminent death: “To die will be an 

awfully big adventure”. 
Will Jupe 

Praying Together Through Advent 

During Advent, we are encouraging the whole diocese to come together in prayer 

as we seek to grow as Kingdom People. 

This special month of prayer will sit alongside the prayers offered in our usual 

prayer diary. Each week we will focus on one of the four elements of our church 

life which were highlighted in our recent open 

conversations as essential to growing as a healthy 

and sustainable Church: 

• Worshipping God creatively 

• making disciples 

• sharing hope 

• transforming communities. 

Reflections for each week have been written by 

Bishop Martin and Claire Lording (Vicar of 

Pershore and Chair of the House of Clergy) and alongside the prayers are some 

suggestions for action. 

Please join us in this dedicated period of prayer for the future life of our diocese. 

For more information, see the diocese’s website (https://www.cofe-

worcester.org.uk/). 
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Handmade Christmas Cards 
By Beverley Hart 

 
Other designs include: Christmas 

puddings, angels,  

nine ladies dancing, and a star 

Suggested donations (for Church funds) 

range from 50p - £1.50 

Also available gift bags, gift tags & crackers  

Please speak to Beverley for more details 

or to order, or email pwhart1@aol.com 

  Take the new year as it comes 

Writing an article on the last day of November for inclusion in the 

January issue of a parish magazine needs the wisdom of the prophet 

Daniel, who could unravel mysteries and foretell the future. Sadly, the 

Diocesan Director of Communications has asked me instead! 

What will be happening about the Covid restrictions and the progress of the 

vaccine? What trading arrangements will there be with the European Union as the 

transition period comes to an end? Will there be an orderly transition of power in 

the United States? I don’t know the answers to any of these questions, but the 

enthusiasm or otherwise with which we wish each other a ‘happy New Year’ will 

depend in large measure on the answers to those questions. Our lives and our 

livelihoods, the health of ourselves and our loved ones and the earth itself are all 

bound up in the answers to those questions. 

There is a rich seam of Christian spirituality to help us reflect on the fact that we 

cannot foretell the future.  Jesus said, ‘Do not be anxious about tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Let the day’s own trouble be sufficient for the 

day’. The eighteenth-century spiritual writer Jean-Pierre de Caussade wrote of ‘the 

sacrament of the present moment’. And the English poet and theologian, St John 

Henry Newman, included these lines in one of his hymns: ‘I do not ask to see the 

distant scene; one step enough for me’. He addressed that hymn to the ‘Kindly 

Light’ whom he believed had guided his life, even when he wasn’t aware of it. 

We cannot know the future; we cannot even be certain of tomorrow. But we can 

put our hope in the Kindly Light of Christ, and take the New Year as it comes, step 

by step. 

A Letter from Dean Peter Atkinson 
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You won’t be surprised that this year is different! Due to the restrictions, we 

won’t be able to fill the aisles of the Church with Christmas trees as in previous 

years, not least because we need enough space to be able to welcome all 

who would like to come and worship with us, whilst keeping at a safe distance.  

So our Christmas Tree Festival is moving online. We are setting up a photo 

album on our Facebook page and inviting everyone to contribute. We hope 

to have photos from some of the organisations that normally contribute to 

our trees in Church, as well as from any individuals or families who would 

like to share a photo of their tree at home. Tell your friends and neighbours! 

How to contribute 

Send a nice photo of your tree to WorcesterSouthEastTeam@gmail.com, any 

time from now up to Wednesday 23 December. Make sure the whole tree is 

in the frame of your picture, and give us your name or any brief details that 

you would like to go with the photo on Facebook. If you prefer to remain 

anonymous, make up a name for your tree. 

How to view the trees 

We’ll start to upload photos on Sunday 6 December and they’ll be available 

to view up to Wednesday 6 January. If you have a Facebook account, make 

sure you Like our page so that you get notifications of updates. Go to the 

album, click on each tree, and Like or Comment on your favourite(s). (No 

adverse comments, please!) If you don’t have a Facebook account you’ll still 

be able to view the photos, but you won’t be able to Like or Comment. 

If you enjoy participating, consider making a donation to St Martin’s Church! 

  Shirley Scott 

 www.facebook.com/stmartinsworcester 
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Approaching Christmas 

Even though we have had all our children back over the past term, things 

have definitely been different at Red Hill. Many of our usual activities, such 

as our Year 5 and 6 residential 

visits to Malvern and The Pioneer 

Centre,  sporting activities and 

guests such as The History Man, 

have all been affected, but it has 

been good to see some of our 

other calendar favourites remain. 

Last month, the school smashed its 

previous Children in Need record, 

raising some £525.23 for the cause. 

We have also joined in with Odd Sock Day too, as part of National Anti-

Bullying Week. 

Other events, such as our performances at The Worcester Victorian Fayre 

and our carol concert at St Martin’s may be cancelled, but the children will 

still be celebrating Christmas at school. Our Christmas service will now be 

broadcast across the classrooms instead, 

using technology to keep us together. 

“Zooming” into classrooms was unheard 

of during Christmas 2019, but technology 

has been great to keep in touch. 

Likewise, our governor meetings have 

been conducted remotely, to ensure we 

still keep to “business as usual” in these 

very unusual times. 

On behalf of the staff, governors and 

children of Red Hill School, we wish you 

all a very Merry Christmas and a happy 

and healthy New Year. 

Spencer Morris 

An Update from Red Hill  

by Headteacher Spencer Morris 
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A Very Different Year for 4Front Theatre 

 

The 4Front Theatre Company are friends of St Martin’s, and have visited us 

several times in recent years.  This local group have been hugely affected by 

the Covid pandemic, as have theatres across the country.  We asked Natalie 

Holman of the Company to give us an insight into the way they have 

adapted to continue their work of ministry in these challenging times. 
 

2020 has had a huge impact on the work of 4Front Theatre, as has been the case for 

many organisations. When the initial lockdown hit in March, we were in the middle of 

a 90-date tour of Fisherman’s Tail which was going incredibly well. Thankfully, we 

managed to get 40 shows done before having to postpone the rest of the dates. Of 

course, this was the end of our ‘in person’ shows for most of 2020, as we subsequently 

had to cancel our prisons tour, Edinburgh Fringe performances and several festival and 

conference appearances. 

However, it certainly wasn’t the end of our work this year! We were initially placed on 

furlough from 4Front and as part of Nat’s work with St Peter’s Baptist Church children 

and families, Nat developed a Virtual Sunday School which she presented, and Rob 

edited together. These weekly 10- minute videos include a variety of things including a 

Bible story, craft, prayer, and a mixture of challenges, games and memory verses. We 

placed these videos on YouTube and they quickly picked up steam, to date having over 

4500 subscribers with over 200,000 views from fifty countries!! 

As summer began, we were delighted to take Virtual Sunday School on with 4Front 

and develop it further into a Virtual Holiday Club for a weeklong in August which saw 

9000 unique viewers with over 15000 views during the week! Virtual Sunday School 

continues to keep us busy (as we’ve produced a video every week since March) and 

we’re excited to have created a Virtual Advent Calendar with a daily video being 

released 1 – 24th December. 

In addition to this we’re very happy we’re still able to bring joy and hope this 

Christmas with a Christmas show.  Although it looks very different to our usual 

Christmas period, we are creating a pre-recorded show, as well as doing live-streamed 

performances and a few special, local ‘in-person’ performances, including at St Martin’s! 

Thanks to Worcester Diocese, we have been provided with an empty vicarage 

throughout the Christmas period, and we’ve been able to ‘bubble’ our team to 

continue our ministry. ‘A Very Merry COVID-cancelled Christmas’ will be performed 

for children and families across the UK, from Shetland to Cornwall, schools and 

churches will be able to join with Buddy and Steve and 

explore why we celebrate Christmas and how we can 

still celebrate it this year, even with restrictions in 

place. 

As we look ahead to 2021, we’re not sure exactly 

what the future holds, but are continuing to trust God 

as He leads us forward. 

Natalie Holman 
Operations Director  

www.4Front-Theatre.com  

http://www.4Front-Theatre.com
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At the end of September, I fell and badly broke 

my shoulder. A momentary lack of concentration whilst 

running massively changed many aspects of my daily life in a 

year which had already been so difficult and strange.  It has 

been challenging – though the fact that much of life is still virtual means that 

not being able to drive is less of a problem than it normally would be. 

So much I took for granted about life has changed. I have had to adapt to 

doing life one-handed, and am very reliant on the help of others for the 

simplest of tasks – my lovely mum even had to help me get dressed for the 

first week. 

Change is also very much part of our shared landscape at the moment. 

Following on from our second round of open conversations, we have 

encouraged everyone across the Diocese to reflect on what needs to 

change in our churches so they can be healthier and more sustainable – 

communities where we are growing as Kingdom People. I wonder where 

you are on this change journey. 

I know many are beginning to engage in local discussions, thinking about 

ways to do things differently, sharing suggestions for new models of 

ministry.  Churches across Worcestershire and Dudley have already 

demonstrated remarkable adaptability and resilience this year as we have 

navigated the impact of Covid-19 restrictions on much of what we took for 

granted in church life. Holy Week and Easter services moved rapidly online 

in those early days, none of us thinking for a moment that we would still be 

having to rethink our normal patterns of worship for advent and 

Christmas.  We have been in a constant state of change and flux, and it feels 

hard to put energy into beginning to reimagine a future with yet more 

change. 

If there is one thing I have learned through the autumn, it’s that with a 

broken shoulder I need to swallow my pride and seek the support of others 

for the simplest of tasks. Because I can’t run I have been trying to walk with 

people each day – but everyone who comes walking with me has to first tie 

my boot laces! 

Change of any kind is easier when others do it with us. Across our diocese, 

our churches will need to change in the year ahead to flourish and become 

all God made them to be in these challenging times, but we are in this 

A Letter from Archdeacon 

Nikki  
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Blackpool Memories … 

 

The recent publicity about the extension of the Blackpool Lights season 

until Christmas brought back happy memories for me. 

Di and I were both born and brought up in Worcester, but set up our first 

home together in a flat in Blackpool, following our marriage at St Mark-in-

the -Cherry Orchard in 1957.  We both worked in local government, Di for 

Lancashire County Council and me for Blackpool Corporation.  As such I 

was on duty for three ‘switch-ons’- once when the 

glamorous Jane Mansfield did the honours, the others 

when the then Prime Minister Harold McMillan and the 

American Ambassador came. 

Our offices were in the same area, near North Pier, and 

on fine days we often sat on a seat there to have our 

sandwich lunches.  We frequently saw ‘show-biz’ 

celebrities such as the Beverley Sisters, Charlie Drake, 

Tommy Cooper and Ruby Murray – and also Brian 

London, the boxer, with his diminutive wife, taking the air. 

In 1960 we moved to Solihull where Deborah and Nick 

were born, and then in 1966 we came home to 

Worcester, and to St Martin’s, I’m very pleased to say! 

John Harrison 

together. Please do contact us as archdeacons if we can support you in your 

thinking and planning. And if ideas are bubbling up and we are allowed to do 

so, I’m very happy to ponder them with any of you during a socially-

distanced winter walk around Droitwich, if you do up my laces first! 

Advent is a season of new beginnings. Let’s embrace the opportunity to 

share hope that 2021 will be a year of exciting possibilities, and may we all 

know God’s comfort and joy as 2020 draws to a close. 

 

Do you have any stories, memories, facts, jokes, or 

puzzles that we could include in future magazines? Send 

them to Nick and Hannah using the email addresses on 

page 35, or talk to us if computers are not your 

strongpoint so we can sort something out!  
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November’s Fun Quiz Answers - Who Said It? 
 

Here are the answers to last month’s quotation quiz.  Did you get them all right??! 

 

1.  Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist 

once we grow up.  Pablo Picasso 

2.  There is no such thing as society. There are individual men and 

women and there are families.  Margaret Thatcher 

3.  I have not failed. I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.  Thomas 

Edison 

4.  You must be the change you want to see in the world.  Mahatma 

Gandhi 

5.  The greatest glory in living lies not in never falling, but in rising every 

time we fall.  Nelson Mandela 

6.  Life is what happens when you’re busy making other plans.  John 

Lennon 

7.  Always forgive your enemies; nothing annoys them so much.  Oscar 

Wilde 

8.  When they go low, we go high.  Michelle Obama 

9.  If you can’t stand the heat, get out of the kitchen.  Harry S Truman 

10.  If you tell the truth you don’t have to remember anything.  Mark 

Twain 

11.  Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hate cannot 

drive out hate: only love can do that.  Martin Luther King Jnr 

12.  Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it happened.  Dr Seuss 

13.  Simplicity is the key to brilliance.  Bruce Lee 

14.  Two things are infinite: the universe and human stupidity; and I’m not 

sure about the universe.  Albert Einstein 

15.  It does not matter how slowly you go as long as you do not stop.  

Confucius 

16.  A desperate disease requires a dangerous remedy.  Guy Fawkes 

17.  All our dreams can come true if we have the courage to pursue them.  

Walt Disney 

18.  My favourite things in life don’t cost any money. It’s really clear that the 

most precious resource we all have is time.  Steve Jobs 

19.  Impossible is a word to be found only in the dictionary of fools.  

Napoleon Bonaparte 

20.  Whoever is happy will make others happy too.  Anne Frank 
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Jim’s Christmas Quiz 2020 

 
I am a great fan of recycling so, following on from advice given last year, 

here is a recycled Christmas quiz! Or taking the Blue Peter model “here is 

one I made earlier”! This time the quiz is from 2007. You will probably 

need to consult your hymn book. 

Below are lines taken from Advent, Christmas and Epiphany hymns and car-

ols. Can you work out which ones? (The answer should be the first line of 

the hymn). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 1)  Pleased as man with man to dwell 

 2)  The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes 

 3)  She believed, she obeyed 

 4)  Gold a royal child proclaimeth 

 5)  Set at God’s right hand on high 

 6)  Which hosts of angels chanted from above 

 7)  And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 

 8)  At that manger rude and bare 

 9)  “A prince,” he said “in Jewry!” 

10)  The dark night wakes, the glory breaks 

11)  And with true love and brotherhood 

12)  Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all 

13)  Born a babe on Bethlehem’s plain 

14)  Offer him incense, gold and myrrh 

15)  Sire, he lives a good league hence 

16)  Snow had fallen, snow on snow 

17)  And there it did both stop and stay 

18)  Whose advent set thy people free 

19)  Mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness 

20)  From angels bending near the earth  
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Groaner Puns 

 

☺ What do you call a woman who sets fire to all her bills?  

Bernadette 

☺ The swordfish has no natural predators to fear…except the penfish, 

which is supposed to be even mightier. 

☺ I sold my vacuum cleaner today.  Well, it was just gathering dust. 

☺ I asked the librarian if she had any books on paranoia.  She whispered 

‘They’re right behind you.’ 

☺ What do you call a snowman with a six-pack?  The abdominal 

snowman. 

☺ I just got sacked from the orange juice factory.  I couldn’t 

concentrate. 

☺ What happened to the burglar who stole an Advent calendar?  He got 

twenty-five days. 

☺ Police have arrested the world tongue-twister champion.  He’s likely 

to get a tough sentence. 

☺ It’s not actually a coup unless it comes from the coup d’etat region of 

France.  Otherwise it’s just a sparkling authoritarian takeover. 

☺ I have just completed my Ph.D in Scottish poetry and now I have 

third degree Burns. 

☺ I wondered why I was about to lose my job as a waiter at an Italian 

restaurant, and then the penne dropped. 

☺ My friend Juan has just been voted the third best school principal at 

an awards ceremony in Spain.  Two heads are better than Juan. 

☺ You can make a waterbed more bouncy by filling it with spring water. 

☺ I’m torn between the environmental benefits of an electric car, and 

the better sound of an acoustic one. 

☺ I just passed my binary exam with 11 out of 100. 

☺ I failed my English simile exam.  I can’t tell you what that was like. 

☺ The inventor of the chickpea dip only achieved fame post-houmously. 

☺ I stole a chocolate bar by hiding it under my hat.  Now there’s a 

Bounty on my head. 

☺ I made a crab linguine last night.  He made a right mess of eating it 

with those claws. 
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Positive Points from the PCC 

 

 As there will be no Team Christmas card distributed around the 

parish this year it is hoped that some free parish magazines can be 

delivered, especially to new-build homes.  Some copies may also be 

distributed to local shops. 

 A review of the Mission Action Plan will be taking place shortly 

looking at organisational structures, particularly for mission and 

safeguarding. 

 Despite Covid restriction uncertainties, plans are in place for some 

Christmas services including a service of readings and music on 20th 

December, a Crib Service and a Midnight Mass on 24th December, 

and a Christmas morning service including a Family Choir. 

 The Nativity scene in the South Porch will this year be augmented by 

sheep made by Messy church and Jam Club families.  Real Advent 

calendars are to be distributed to these families. 

 Although there can be no Christmas Tree Festival this year, Dave 

Hall is arranging for our usual large tree for the chancel, as well as 

trees for the baptistry and South Porch. 

 Elizabeth reported that she is in the process of sorting through the 

church archives. 

 The Harvest Produce sale raised a record amount this year - £579!!  

The Advent Appeal this year will be in aid of Embrace The Middle 

East. 

 The Finance and Management Committee presented plans for 

improving toilet and kitchen facilities at  the Lower Vestry level of the 

church, including better access for the disabled.  Approval was given 

for the scheme to progress and 

the necessary permissions to 

be sought.  Thought is also 

being given to how facilities at 

church level can be improved. 

 Shirley reported that the 

Worcestershire Symphony 

Orchestra who use the 

church for rehearsals ad 

concerts are ready to return 

once the latest Covid 

restrictions are lifted. 

 

Nick Harrison 
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Parish Register 

Parish and People 

Funerals 

 

16 November    Mary Rose Allen     Woodland Road 

18 November    Fred Allan              Walsgrove Court 

24 November    Graham Darke        St Dunstan's Close 

Fred’s Funeral 

 

Thank you to everyone who was involved with or 

attended Fred Allan’s funeral last month. It was a 

lovely opportunity to celebrate his life, as his church 

family. 
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www.facebook.com/stmartinsworcester  

 

If you have any news or an article that you wish to be included 

in the next issue, for February 2021, please email it to Nick 

Harrison (nick.harrison491@gmail.com) and Hannah Parry 

(hannahjoyparry@hotmail.co.uk) by Friday 22nd January. 

Contacts 

 

Team Rector The Revd Peter Hart 355119 

Assistant Curate The Revd Dr Robin Parry 764651 

Licensed Reader Mike Bunclark 355585 

Organist & Choir Director John Swindells 

Churchwarden Elizabeth Yarker 352997  

Parish Centre Manager  Malcolm McMurray  353470 

Parish Centre Bookings Joan Hazzard 07855 806678 

joanhazz@gmail.com  

Magazine 

Distribution Manager George Bushell 352549 

Magazine Editor Nick Harrison 07936 850844  

@stmartins_worcs 
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THE PARISH OF ST MARTIN WITH ST PETER 

PARISH & TEAM OFFICE AT ST MARTIN’S  
London Road, Worcester, WR5 2ED    

01905 358083  
worcestersoutheastteam@gmail.com 

www.stmartinsworcester.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/stmartinsworcester 

Team Administrator: Rebecca Caskie 

Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10.00am 

to 1.00pm (closed Wednesday) 

Please contact the Team Administrator to arrange  
Baptisms, Thanksgivings, Marriages or Blessings 

SERVICES IN CHURCH  

Eucharist with Organ and Choir - Sunday at 10.00am  

(streamed live on Facebook.com/StMartinsWorcester)  

Said Eucharist - Thursday at 9.30am  
 

CHURCH OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER  

Monday - Thursday, 11am-3pm  
 

ZOOM SERVICES DURING THE WEEK  

(please contact the host to join the mailing list)  

Morning Prayer Monday to Friday at 8.30am  

Compline Monday to Friday at 8.30pm  
Hosted by Mike Bunclark mbunclark@tiscali.co.uk  

Prayer Meeting Monday at 4.00pm  

Prayers for Peace & Justice Saturday at 12noon  
Hosted by Joan Hazzard joanhazz@gmail.com  

Coronavirus  

Please see the Weekly Bulletin for the most up to date information regarding use 

of the church building and Parish Centre. For more details about weekly online 

services, please see the website or contact the church office. 

Visits to the Team Office at St Martin’s are by appointment only; our Team 

Administrator can be reached by phone and email.  

For Pastoral Support please contact the Revd Peter Hart on 01905 355119 or 

email pwhart1@aol.com 


